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Notre Dame stood defiant 
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H ours after the final 
flames had died 
down, Notre Dame 
stood defiant, 
charred and roofless 
in the daylight. The 
huge wooden doors were open as 
firefighters continued to secure the 
building, hinting at the dangers and 
weaknesses that may still lie within. 

Inside, beneath a gaping hole 
above the choir area where the 
burning spire had crashed down on 
Monday night, there was rubble, 
shards of glass, a twist of metal, 
but the altar and gleaming cross 
• were still standing. “It felt like I was 


looking at a bombing,” said Philippe 
Marsset, the vicar general of Notre 
Dame, one of the first who had been 
able to enter to survey the damage. 

The cathedral square, usually 
heaving with tourists brandishing 
selfie sticks, was cordoned off, eerily 
silent and deserted, its paving stones 
peppered with flecks of black ash. 

On the edge of the River Seine 
- where the gothic architectural 
masterpiece sits proudly on an 
island - locals were still coming to 
terms with the fear and panic of the 
night before when fire had raged 
across the roof, believed to have 
begun accidentally possibly as a 
result of building work. 

From the moment the first flames 
became visible, hundreds had run 
down to the river shouting “Notre 


A A view of the debris inside 
Notre Dame yesterday after the 
fire that devastated the cathedral 

PHOTOGRAPH: CHRISTOPHE PETIT TESSON/EPA 

Dame is burning!” Then, for hours, 
stunned crowds looked on as flames 
soared into the sky and the spire and 
most of the roof gradually caved in. 

Crowds sang church liturgies, 
many wept, some fell to their knees 
in grief, and most gasped and wailed 
at each loud crackle as the spire was 
engulfed in flames. In a city that 
has experienced years of terrorist 
killings - waking to blood stains on 
the street - there was relief that no 
one had been killed. 

Some said they felt anger and a 
sense of shame. “Think of the all 
people who built it over centuries, 


and on our watch we let it burn,” 
said an older woman with a walking 
cane, wiping her eyes. 

“I came back this morning to 
check it wasn’t just a nightmare Pd 
wake up from,” said Paul Piron, a 
23-year-old literature student. He 
had stood until midnight singing 
liturgies and Ave Marias as he 
watched the cathedral burn. 

“We were terrified it would 
collapse completely,” he said. He 
had attended vespers there every 
Sunday for three years. “It’s not just 
stone, it’s a place of life, a parish. 

I think it will be another 10 years 
before I can go inside again.” For 
Parisians, Notre Dame always 
seemed immortal. Crusaders prayed 
here before leaving for 
holy wars, it had lived ^ 9^0 


Patrick Collinson 


Almost every adult in Britain could 
receive a payout of up to £300 from 
Mastercard after a court ruling paved 
the way for a £l4bn class action law¬ 
suit. The legal action, taken by the 
former financial ombudsman Wal¬ 
ter Merricks, claims that 46 million 
UK consumers paid higher prices in 
shops over a 16-year period because 
of allegedly excessive transaction fees 
charged by Mastercard. 

Two years ago, the competition 
appeal tribunal threw out Merricks’ 
claim, ruling it would not grant an 
order for the case to continue to trial. 
In a dramatic turnaround, the court 
of appeal has ordered the tribunal to 
reconsider what has become the big¬ 
gest class action in British legal history. 

Merricks said he was confident 
the tribunal would certify the action, 
enabling it to go to court. “I am very 
pleased with today’s decision,” he said. 
“It is nearly 12 years since Mastercard 
was clearly told that they had broken 
the law by imposing excessive card 
transaction charges, damaging con¬ 
sumers over a prolonged period. 

“When challenged, all they have 
done is to raise technical legal argu¬ 
ments that turn out to have no merit 
- as the court of appeal has 
shown today. It’s now time 


Magazine that 
helped define 
the 80s returns 

The Face, the style 
magazine that featured 
a young Kate Moss 
among its cover stars, 
is to be relaunched 
online and in print 
after a 15-year hiatus 
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Cathedral saved 
'15 to 30 minutes' 
before it faced 
total destruction 


KimWillsher 

Paris 


Notre Dame Cathedral was within “15 
to 30 minutes” of complete destruc¬ 
tion as firefighters battled to stop 
flames reaching its gothic bell towers, 
French authorities revealed yesterday. 

The disaster was averted by mem¬ 
bers of the Paris fire brigade who risked 
their lives to remain inside the burning 
monument and create a wall of water 
between the raging fire and the two 
towers on the west facade. 

The revelation of how close France 
came to losing its most famous cathe¬ 
dral emerged as police investigators 
questioned workers involved in the 
restoration of the monument to try to 
establish the cause of the devastat¬ 
ing blaze. 

More than € 650 m (£ 560 m) was 
raised in a few hours as French tycoons 
and global corporations announced 
they would donate to the restora¬ 
tion campaign launched by President 
Emmanuel Macron. 

But, as the emergency services 
picked through the charred debris 
yesterday, a simmering row reignited 
over accusations the Unesco-listed 
cathedral was crumbling even before 
the fire. It is owned by the state and 
has been at the centre of a years-long 
dispute between the nation and the 
Paris archdiocese over who should 
finance restoration of collapsed bal¬ 
ustrades, crumbling gargoyles and 
cracked facades. 

“What happened was bound to hap¬ 
pen,” said Jean-Michel Leniaud, the 
president of the scientific council at 
the National Heritage Institute. “The 


lack of real upkeep and daily attention 
to such a major building is the cause 
of this catastrophe.” 

After the conflagration was declared 
completely extinguished, 15 hours 
after it started, the junior interior min¬ 
ister Laurent Nunez said the structure 
had been saved but remained “vul¬ 
nerable”. He praised the actions of the 
firefighters but admitted the fate of 
the cathedral had been close. “They 
saved the edifice, but it all came down 
to 15-30 minutes,” Nunez said. 

In a surprise televised address last 
night, Macron said: “We will rebuild 
Notre Dame, more beautiful than 
before - and I want it done in the next 
five years. We can do it. After the time 
of testing comes a time of reflection 
and then of action.” 

The fire, which started at the base 
of the 93 -metre spire around 6.40pm 
on Monday, spread through the cathe¬ 
dral’s ribbed roof, made of hundreds 
of oak beams, some dating to the 13th 
century. These beams, known as “ la 
foret” (the forest) formed the cross¬ 
shaped roof that ran the length of the 
nave and transept above stone vaults. 

As hundreds of tourists and Parisi¬ 
ans stood and watched flames leaping 
from the roof, there was shock and 
tears as the cathedral spire caught fire, 
burned and then collapsed into itself. 

The 500 firefighters at the scene 
then battled to prevent the flames 
reaching the two belfry towers. If 
the wooden frames of the towers 
had caught fire it could have sent the 
bells - the largest of which, the Emma¬ 
nuel Bell, weighs 13 tonnes - crashing 
down, potentially causing the collapse 
of both towers. 

Police and fire services will spend 



▲ The damage to Notre Dame visible in the cold light of yesterday after the fire. 
The scaffolding was being used by restorers photograph: dan kitwood/getty images 
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T Inside Notre Dame Cathedral 
yesterday. The devastation is clear as 
debris covers the floor of the building 

PHOTOGRAPH: AFP/GETTY 




A Firefighters line up as they wait for 
interior minister Christophe Castaner 


the next 48 hours assessing the 
“security and safety” of the 850-year- 
old structure. “We have identified 
some vulnerabilities... notably in the 
vault and the north transept pinion 
that needs securing,” Nunez said. He 
said residents of five buildings around 
the north transept were being tempo¬ 
rarily evacuated. 

Architects have identified three 
main holes. Most of the wooden roof 
beams have been burned, and parts of 
the concrete vaulting holding up the 
roof have collapsed. 

The interior minister Christophe 
Castaner visited the cathedral yester¬ 
day to see the extent of the devastation. 
Ash covered the marble diamond-pat¬ 
terned floor and floated in large pools 
of grey water. Behind a heap of black¬ 
ened oak beams that lay where they 
had fallen, daylight from vast holes 
in the cathedral roof lit a golden cross 
over the Pieta statue by Nicolas Cous- 
tou, which appeared untouched. 

The Great Organ constructed in the 
1730 s by Francois Thierry with around 
8,000 pipes had water damage but 
escaped the flames; initial inspections 
suggested the three ornate stained- 
glass “rose” windows also appeared 
to have survived, officials said. 

Fire officers said a complete inven¬ 
tory of the damage would not be 
possible until the cathedral structure 
has been deemed safe. 

Franck Riester, the culture minis¬ 
ter, said religious relics saved from 
the cathedral, including the Crown 
of Thorns and Saint Louis’s tunic, 
were being securely held at the Hotel 
de Ville, and works of art with smoke 
damage were being taken to the Lou¬ 
vre to be restored and stored. Sixteen 
copper statues that decorated the 
spire, representing the 12 apostles and 
four evangelists, were removed for res¬ 
toration only a few days before the fire. 

As well as damage from the heat, 
which firefighters said reached more 
than 800C, experts also need to assess 
water damage. 

Recriminations over the state of 
the building and the restoration are 
likely to intensify over coming days. 
“This is not about looking for people to 
blame. The responsibility is collective 
because this is the most loved monu¬ 
ment in the country,” Leniaud told La 
Croix newspaper. 

Alexandre Gady, an art historian, 
agreed. “We’ve been saying for years 
that the budget for [maintaining] 
historic monuments is too low,” Gady 
told Francelnfo. 

The Paris prosecutor’s office has 
opened an inquiry into “involuntary 
destruction by fire”, indicating they 
believe the cause of the blaze was 
accidental rather than criminal. 



@ Continued from page 1 

Notre Dame defiant 
in the face of the 
devastating fire 

through monarchs and the pillaging 
of the French Revolution. It hosted 
Napoleon Bonaparte’s coronation, 
survived wars and Nazi occupation, 
ringing its bells to mark the 
liberation of Paris. Once again, here 
it was still standing. But the missing 
roof and spire left a sorrowful gap. 
“There’s something empty, missing,” 
said Eric Zelnick, 69 , who lived in 
nearby Le Marais and had walked 
past it every day for decades. “It 
was the face of Paris, now it’s a face 
missing its teeth.” 

Notre Dame was more than 
a historic house of God, it was a 
marker, a reference point, even in 
secular France. The most-visited 
monument in the capital, with 
12 million tourists a year, it is a 
symbol of literature and history, 
and the “zero kilometre” point from 
which distances are measured. 

“There’s something very deep 
that comes up in all of this - we’re 
just a little tiny part of the story of 
this building,” said Jean Cottin, 55 , 
a him producer who had returned to 
see the damage after watching the 
spire fall on Monday night. “I always 
came here as a child, it was a place of 
imagination. Now I’m wondering if 
I’ll ever see it rebuilt in my lifetime. 

It makes you think about the passing 
of time: our lives are a blink of an eye 
in the lifetime of this building.” 

The charred structure had 
become a symbol of endurance. “It’s 
devastated yet it’s still standing - 
there’s a kind of strength from that.” 

Firefighters moved along the 
tops of the bell towers, checking for 
damage or looking out from viewing 
platforms once favoured by tourists. 
The cathedral, which had always 
reflected the changing colours of the 
city, had gone from a shocking vision 
of towering orange flames, to the 
dark damaged structure against a 
white sky of drizzle in the morning. 

There was concern in the crowd: 
would we be up to rebuilding what 
skilled craftsmen and genius had 
defied all odds to create centuries 
ago? Bertrand de Feydeau, from the 
preservation group Fondation du 
Patrimoine, said the roof was built 
with beams from primal forests 
more than 800 years ago. “We don’t, 
at the moment, have trees on our 
territory of the size that were cut 
in the 13th century.” The roof may 
never be built exactly the same; it 
will always carry the mark of this 
era and will use modern technology. 

Catherine, 80 , a former nurse 
from Brittany, who had worshipped 
at Notre Dame, cycled there to 
contemplate the damage. “Pm 
optimistic that there was talk of 
rebuilding it before the fire had 
even gone out,” she said. 

She was aware of the long years 
ahead when it would have to be 
closed to the public. “I won’t be able 
to go back into it in my lifetime,” 
she sighed as she parked her bike 
to stand and pray. 


Journal Marion Van Renterghem 
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How it happened 
Fire that ravaged 
850 years of the 
history of Paris 


6 . 20 pm r Monday 15 April 

An alarm sounds during mass. 

It is unclear according to public 
prosecutor Remy Heitz, whether 
this is a smoke or a heat alarm. The 
priest continues with the service, 
believing it may be a false alarm. 

But although no sign of fire was 
found, the 850 -year-old building 
was evacuated as a precautionary 
measure. At 6.43pm, a second alarm 
went off: hre declared. 

7 . 10 pm 

Smoke plume visible from afar. 
Photos circulate on social media and 
crowds gather on the banks of the 
Seine as police seal off lie de la Cite 
and hre service arrives. 

7 . 20 pm 

Paris’s mayor, Anne Hidalgo, whose 
office is across river from the 
cathedral, tweets that “a terrible 
hre” is under way. Police urge people 
to stay away. Firehghters say the 
blaze is “potentially linked” to a 
10-year, €l50m (£l30m) restoration 
programme that began last year. 

7 . 40 pm 

Donald Trump tweets that maybe 
“hying water tankers” could put 
out the blaze (the hre service later 
says the cathedral’s structure would 
not stand the weight of water). The 
Elysee Palace says President Macron 
has cancelled a planned 8pm TV 
address to the nation. 

7 . 50 pm 

Macron heads to the scene as the 
Notre Dame spokesman, Andre 
Finot, says timber roof beams, 
dating from the 13 th and 19 th 
centuries, are ablaze. Minutes later 
the cathedral spire collapses. 

8.05pm 

Macron tweets that Notre Dame 
has “fallen prey to flames... Like 
all my compatriots, I am saddened 
this evening to see this part of us 
burning.” 

8.15pm 

Paris city hall says hundreds of 
hrehghters are at the scene. The 
prime minister, Edouard Philippe, 
is outside the cathedral as world 
leaders, including Angela Merkel 
and Theresa May, express sorrow. 

8.30pm 

Macron and his wife, Brigitte, arrive 
at the cathedral with the culture 
minister, Franck Riester, and junior 
interior minister, Laurent Nunez. 
Crowds continue to grow. 


8.50pm 

The Paris public prosecutor 
announces an investigation into 
the cause of the hre. French media 
quote a firefighter as saying the next 
90 minutes will be critical for the 
cathedral’s survival. 

9.00-9.l5pm 

The hre reaches the north tower, 
according to witnesses. 

9 * 40 pm 

Fire chief Jean-Claude Gallet 
says despite 400 hrehghters, 
two helicopters and two water 
tankers in the Seine, the service is 
“not sure of being able to prevent 
the hre spreading to the north 
belfry. If that collapses, I will leave 
you to imagine the scale of the 
damage.”Philippe praises “heroic” 
hrehghters and says “sorrow is 
beyond words”. 

10 . 40 pm 

The rector, Patrick Chauvet, says 
two of the cathedral’s most precious 
relics, the Crown of Thorns and 
the tunic of Saint Louis, are among 
many priceless artefacts rescued. 
One hrehghter is reported injured. 

10.55pm 

Nunez says the hre is becoming less 
intense. A hre service spokesman 
conhrms the “general structure 
of the cathedral has been saved”, 
although two-thirds of the roof has 
been destroyed. 

11pm 

At the request of the archbishop 
of Paris, Michel Aupetit, dozens of 
churches across the city ring bells 
to invite parishioners to pray for 
Notre Dame. The French Heritage 
Foundation announces a national 
appeal for funds. 

11.35pm 

Aupetit thanks hrehghters who 
“risked their lives... and saved both 
towers”. He says all Paris churches 
are open for prayer: “We are all 
united together in this immense 
misfortune.” 

11 . 40 pm 

Macron thanks hrehghters and says 
in a widely praised address: “We will 
rebuild Notre Dame, because it is 
what the French people expect, it is 
what our history deserves, and it is 
our deep destiny.” 

i.05-i.i5am yesterday 

Paris prosecutors say they are 
investigating a case of “involuntary 


the flames reaching the 
wooden frame of the 69m-high 
towers which could have 

stone gothic towers I 


Fire spreads from the area 
covered by scaffolding f 




A People pray on the pavement as 
they watch flames engulf Notre Dame. 
Top: some of the firefighters 


destruction by hre”. The hre appears 
to have started at the height of 
scaffolding on the roof. Frangois- 
Henri Pinault announces his family, 
one of the richest in France, will 
donate ClOOm to the restoration 
appeal. 

3 * 40 am 

Fire service spokesman Gabriel Plus 
says the hre is “completely under 
control... though residual hres 
remain”. 

6.20am 

Plus tells Agence France-Presse: 

“All the works of art that were in the 
Treasures’ area of the cathedral have 
been saved.” The cathedral housed 
priceless works of art, architecture, 
musical instruments, woodwork 
and religious relics. While the north 
rose window, Holy Crown of Thorns, 
tunic of St Louis, Nicolas Coustou’s 
sculpture Descent from the Cross 
and the 8,000-pipe great organ 
are saved, the fate is unknown of 
the west and south rose windows, 
Madonna and Child statue and 
painting of Saint Thomas Aquinas. 


7am 

Nunez says the “danger of the hre 
has been removed” but doubts 
remain about the stability of the 
structure. Up to a dozen hrehghters 
remain extinguishing embers. 

8 am 

Reister says the main structure has 
been saved but “the situation is still 
precarious”. Two-thirds of the roof 
has gone and the spire collapsed 
into the nave. “Everything’s very 
fragile; the hrehghters and experts 
are anxious.” 

9*30am 

The hre service says the hre is 
entirely extinguished. “The next 
phase is the examination by 
experts,” says Plus, adding that 
the “violent hre... spread very 
rapidly across the whole of the roof, 
destroying roughly 1,000 square 
metres”. Another of France’s 
richest people, Bernard Arnault, 
of the luxury goods hrm LVMH, 
announces a €200m donation to 
the appeal. 

Jon Henley Paris 
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Tuesday, around 

6.45pm 

Fire breaks out in the 
roof space which is 
surrounded by 
scaffolding 

The blaze spreads quickly 
to the 93m-high spire, 
which later collapses and 
falls through the roof 

Over the next four hours, 
the fire bums through 
most of the cathedral’s 
ribbed roof, made up of 
hundreds of oak beams, 
some dating back to the 
13 th century and 


measuring up to no 
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Westminster 
Corbyn joins 
MPs sounding 
fire alarm 


Jessica Elgot 

Chief political correspondent 


MPs are warning that the Palace of 
Westminster risks a fire as devastating 
as the blaze at Notre Dame Cathedral 
unless parliament’s crumbling inte¬ 
rior is rapidly updated. 

The Labour leader, Jeremy Corbyn, 
said the blaze should be a wake-up call. 
“I’ve been in Notre Dame Cathedral 
several times. It’s absolutely stunning. 

“The state of the building is very 
poor in Westminster and a fire risk is 
obviously huge with a building that 
has so much wood within it.” 

A multibillion-pound programme 
of restoration and renewal is to start 


How Notre Dame was 
built from stone and 
timber 

This cross-section of 
the cathedral is 43m 
high and 48m wide 


Two-thirds of the oak 
roof space which runs 
the length of the nave 
has been destroyed 


North 


South 


The 93m 
tall spire 
collapsed 
into the 
nave 


The bell -Spire 

towers 




East 


in the mid-2020s after MPs and peers 
voted last year to move out of the 
building to allow the vital work to be 
carried out. Fire safety teams con¬ 
stantly patrol the neo-gothic Palace 
of Westminster, which caught fire 40 
times between 2008 and 2012 alone; 
the small fires were quickly put out 
by wardens. 

In 2016, the Guardian reported that 
a malfunctioning light on an obscure 
part of the roof caused an electrical fire 
that could have spread rapidly, had it 
not been detected. Parliament’s ageing 
electrical system and maze of shafts 
and corridors mean a fire could spread 
quickly and unpredictably, experts 



▲ Renovation work in progress on the 
Palace of Westminster 


have warned. The leader of the Com¬ 
mons, Andrea Leadsom, said Notre 
Dame was a “crucial reminder of the 
importance of preserving our historic 
buildings.” Fire risks were being con¬ 
stantly assessed. 

The Labour MP Chris Bryant, who 
chairs the finance committee oversee¬ 
ing parliament’s restoration project, 
said: “Parts of the palace are as old as 
Notre Dame and we must make sure 
that every fire precaution is taken 
as the major work goes ahead. God 
knows, we’ve had enough warnings.” 

The Cabinet Office minister, David 
Lidington, Theresa May’s defacto dep¬ 
uty, said in his local newspaper, the 
Bucks Free Press, two days ago that 
parliament had been lucky to escape 
a major fire or incident in recent years. 

Much of the old Palace of Westmin¬ 
ster was destroyed in a fire in 1834 and 
later rebuilt by the architect Charles 
Barry, though the 900-year-old West¬ 
minster Hall survived the blaze. 

Lidington said the restoration 
work could not be avoided even if the 
buildings were turned into a museum 
and parliament moved to a modern 
building. 



A The Eiffel Tower can be seen in the background as fire burns through the 
vaulted roof of Notre Dame Cathedral on Monday photograph: thierry mallet/ap 


Restoration 
More than 
€600m given 
on first day 


Jon Henley 

Paris 


Wealthy industrialists and ordinary 
individuals have donated more than 
€600m in less than 24 hours to help 
restore Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, 
but experts have said reconstructing 
the building could take decades. 

After the blaze on Monday night, 
president Emmanuel Macron prom¬ 
ised France would “rebuild Notre 
Dame together”, describing it as “our 
history, our literature, the epicentre 
of our life ... The cathedral of every 
French person, even those who have 
never visited it.” 

The cost of reconstruction has been 
estimated at hundreds of million of 
euros, and as donations poured in - 
from France and abroad - it seemed 
there would be no shortage of funds. 
Notre Dame’s rector, Patrick Chau vet, 
said he hoped to celebrate mass there 
within a decade, but some experts pre¬ 
dicted it could take longer. 

The billionaire Bernard Arnault and 
his luxury goods group LVMH prom¬ 
ised to donate €200m (£l70m), hours 
after his longstanding rival Fran¬ 
cois Pinault, the fashion and retail 
magnate, along with his son Francois- 
Henri Pinault, announced they would 
give ClOOm. 

The Bettencourt family, part-own¬ 
ers of L’Oreal, will contribute €200m, 
the energy group Total ClOOm, and 
the brothers Martin and Olivier Bou- 
ygues of the eponymous construction, 
media and telecoms firm announced a 
personal donation of ClOm, as did an 


€200m 

Bernard Arnault and LVMH’s pledge 
to the reconstruction work, matched 
by L’OreaPs owners, the Bettencourts 


20 

Estimated years needed to complete 
the restoration of Notre Dame. Some 
experts said it would take less time 


American couple, Henry and Marie- 
Josee Kravis. 

The mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo, 
said the city would provide €50m and 
organise a conference to coordinate 
gifts from abroad. The Ile-de-France 
region of which Paris is a part pledged 
a further ClOm. 

Macron has said a national appeal, 
likely to be accompanied by tax incen¬ 
tives, would be launched as soon as 
possible, and the privately run French 
Heritage Foundation said its call for 
donations had raised €2m from indi¬ 
viduals by midday yesterday. 

A range of further fundraising 
events have been announced, includ¬ 
ing benefit matches featuring France’s 
World Cup football champions and a 
concert to be broadcast on Saturday 
night on French public television. 

Unesco said it will help France 
assess and repair the damage to the 
cathedral, which typically welcomes 
13 million visitors a year, while Italy, 
Russia and Germany all offered to send 
restoration experts. 

Eric Fischer, who heads a foun¬ 
dation restoring the 1,000-year-old 
Strasbourg Cathedral which recently 
underwent a three-year facelift, said 
he thought rebuilding Notre Dame 
would probably take several decades. 

“The damage will be significant,” 
Fischer told Agence-France Presse. 
France was “lucky to still have a net¬ 
work of excellent heritage restoration 
companies,” he said, and the work 
would depend on the plans, diagrams 
and other data available to them. 

Some have expressed hope that 
detailed 3D maps of Notre Dame cre¬ 
ated in recent years by academics 
and for video games set in Paris such 
as Assassin’s Creed Unity could help. 

Patrick Palem, a former chief exec¬ 
utive of Socra, a restoration company, 
estimated the total length of the pro¬ 
ject at between 15 and 20 years, while 
Stephane Bern, the government’s her¬ 
itage representative, put it at 10 to 20 
years. “It will be rebuilt for future gen¬ 
erations,” Bern said. 

Much would depend on the choices 
made by the architects, other experts 
said. Nantes Cathedral, devastated 
by fire in 1972, was partly reopened 
three years later, though its timber roof 
beams were replaced with concrete. 

About 1,300 oak trees were used to 
construct the roof, and timber mer¬ 
chants said they were worries about 
available stocks. 

But Jack Lang, culture minister 
under Francois Mitterrand, said talk of 
a decade or more of rebuilding was “a 
joke” and called for a shorter deadline. 
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Restoration France will transform 
this moment of grief into optimism 


Charlotte Higgins J A 

_(A 

nhappily, the history 
of beloved, culturally 
significant buildings 
is inextricably 
connected to a history 
of destruction, and 
very often bre. Less than a century 
after the present Notre Dame was 
begun in 1163 , bre damage is thought 
to have prompted the remodelling 
of parts of the cathedral. (The Gothic 
structure itself replaced an earlier 
church, in turn built on the site of 
a Roman temple to Jupiter.) By the 
19 th century the building was in a 
state of deep neglect: almost a ruin 
and lacking its spire. 

That situation was reversed in 
the 1850 s by a complete restoration 
by the architects Jean-Baptiste 
Lassus and Eugene Viollet-le-Duc, 
including the latter’s replacement 
spire in the style of, though more 
elaborate than, the original. (The 
medieval spires of Amiens, Reims 
and Rouen had already been 


destroyed - Rouen’s by bre caused 
by lightning in 1822 .) 

Notre Dame, before Monday’s 
bre, was not a 12 th-century time 
capsule, but consisted of layers of 
remaking and reworking - in the 
case of Viollet-le-Duc’s work, based 
on careful, loving research and a 
deep respect for the methods of 
the medieval builders. Which is not 
to minimise the tragedy and loss 
involved in the terrible damage to 
this numinous building, but rather, 
to suggest that there is hope: Notre 
Dame can, and surely will, live on. 

On 19 September 1914, Reims 
Cathedral - another edibce of 
huge symbolic importance to the 
French nation, where generations 
of monarchs were crowned - was hit 
by German shells, which set wooden 
scaffolding on bre, in turn melting 
lead in the roof, which caused bre 
to consume wooden bxtures and 
pews. The cathedral sustained 
more damage during the brst world 
war, but its ruins rose again after a 
huge postwar international effort, 
to which Rockefeller millions 
contributed: it was reopened in 1938. 



“Nous rebatirons Notre-Dame” 

- we will rebuild Notre Dame, 
the French president, Emmanuel 
Macron, has promised. Donors such 
as the businessman Francois Pinault 
have already pledged funds. But 
many questions lie ahead. What, 


precisely, will “rebuilding” mean? 
To what extent can, or should, 
the damaged parts be re-created 
precisely? In any case, what 
might “re-creation” consist of in a 
building that to a degree mingles the 
medieval and the 19 th century, and 



▲ Sixteen statues that were removed from Notre Dame and put into storage 
near Bordeaux awaiting restoration photograph: georges gobet/afp/getty images 


serves a society entirely unlike that 
of the 12th century? What modern 
building materials and methods 
ought to be introduced? How can 
the cathedral’s special spiritual 
atmosphere be evoked afresh? 
Should the restoration retain traces 
and memory of the bre damage - for 
example, in the way the architect 
David Chipperbeld, in his celebrated 
work on Berlin’s Neues Museum, 
preserved some of the scars that 
the building sustained during the 
second world war? 

The damage is not so complete 
as to require the radical solution 
offered in the case of St Paul’s 
Cathedral in London, when a 
medieval edibce was replaced 
with a bold new building in a 
fresh baroque style after the 1666 
bre. But it is certainly possible 
that a rebuilt Notre Dame could, 
and perhaps should, contain 
architectural and artistic gestures 
that speak of our own time. 

There are lessons to be learned for 
everyone who cares about buildings 
and shared cultural memory. The 
causes of the bre are unknown 
and will be until the proper 
investigations are carried out. What 
is well understood, however, is 
that complex, multilayered historic 
buildings that are undergoing 
building or restoration work, as 
was Notre Dame, are at particular 
risk from bre. No city understands 
this better than Glasgow, whose 
miraculously beautiful School of 
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◄ Fire crews remain on site yesterday 
morning in the aftermath of the 
blaze at Notre Dame Cathedral 

PHOTOGRAPH: LEWIS JOLY/SIPA/SHUTTERSTOCK 

Art, Charles Rennie Mackintosh’s 
masterpiece, was burned for the 
second time last summer, during 
the final stages of its rebuilding after 
a first conflagration tore through it 
in 2014. (The causes of the fire have 
not yet been, and may never be, 
precisely determined, though it was 
recently reported that investigators 
were considering the theory that 
linseed-oil soaked rags, used to treat 
the school’s wooden panelling, may 
have been to blame.) 

The cost of neglect of buildings 
can be unspeakable: the Museu 
Nacional in Rio, for example, which 
was destroyed by fire last summer 
along with most of its contents, 
had been starved of funds and was 
palpably incapable of protecting its 
collections, which represented the 
memory of a nation. 

Since Monday night’s tragedy, 
some observers have turned their 
attention to the dilapidated and 
dangerous state of the Palace of 
Westminster, the restoration of 
which has been delayed through 
political inaction for years, and 
which may cost more than £ 3 . 5 bn 
to renovate and make safe. That 
building is monitored 24 hours a day 
for fires, which break out regularly. 
Many may feel that if the Houses 
of Parliament were to burn there 
would be little to mourn, though 
the ghosts of Charles Barry and 
Augustus Pugin, each sent to an 
early grave by the effort of creating 
the building, would disagree. But 
people might feel rather differently 
if the worst were actually to happen. 
The sight of Parisians lining the 
Seine bridges to watch the flames 
on Monday night recalled similar 
scenes - the night of 16 October 
1834 , when Londoners gathered to 
watch, aghast, the medieval Palace 
of Westminster burn down. 

Whatever happens to Notre 
Dame, the restoration has the 
capacity to be an act of archaeology 
and study as well as an act of 
remaking. Researchers will have 
the chance to learn much about the 
building that will in turn inform its 
future. It could be a training ground 
for a new generation of craftspeople 
and a cradle of art. 

France already shows signs, by 
sheer force of will, of transforming 
this moment of grief into a moment 
of optimism. 
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There are lessons 
for everyone who 
cares about buildings 
and shared cultural 
memory 


Artefacts 
Hero priest 
helped save 
relics from 
inferno 



▲ Jean-Marc Fournier entered the 
burning building with firefighters 


Jon Henley 
Naaman Zhou 


A priest who comforted the wounded 
in the Bataclan concert hall after the 
Paris terror attacks in 2015 joined a 
human chain of firefighters to help 
save priceless religious relics from 
the burning Notre Dame Cathedral 
on Monday night. 

Jean-Marc Fournier, the chaplain of 
the Paris fire brigade, insisted on being 
allowed to enter the edifice with fire¬ 
fighters, according to Philippe Goujon, 
the mayor of Paris’s 15th district. 

Etienne Loraillere, the editor of 
France’s KTO Catholic television 
network, tweeted that Fournier had 
helped save the Crown of Thorns and 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

Fournier spent seven years with the 
French armed forces, including a tour 
in Afghanistan. His bravery was noted 
after the 2015 Bataclan attack, when 
he tended to the injured and prayed 
over the dead. 

The 850-year-old Notre Dame 
Cathedral is home to a large number 
of irreplaceable works of art, musical 
instruments, statues, woodwork and 
religious relics. Officials said a plan to 
protect Notre Dame’s treasures had 
been activated rapidly. France’s cul¬ 
ture minister, Franck Riester, tweeted 
photos of the operation. 

“Agents of the culture ministry, 
aided by the archbishop’s staff, the 
Paris fire brigade and the security ser¬ 
vices, are evacuating the works inside 
the cathedral,” Riester said. “They are 
being progressively brought to safety.” 

Gold, silver and gem-inlaid chalices, 
candelabras and many other artefacts 
survived the blaze and a significant 
proportion of the cathedral’s master¬ 
pieces and sacred relics were saved, 
authorities have confirmed, although 
not all. 

Saved 

The Holy Crown of Thorns One of 

Notre Dame’s most treasured rel¬ 
ics, the crown purports to be a band 
of rushes from the original crown of 
thorns placed on Jesus’s head during 
his crucifixion. Originally from Jerusa¬ 
lem, in 1238 it was given to King Louis 
IX, who built the Sainte-Chapelle in 
Paris especially to house it. It was later 
transferred to Notre Dame. 


The cathedral's treasures 


Portal of 
the Virgin 


Entrance to the towers 


North rose 
window 


-North tower 


Madonna and Child 
c.l 3 


Louis XIV 
statue 


West rose window 


Portal of the 
last judgment 


Nave 


Statue of I 

St Denis Hl S haltar 


-South tower houses the 
13-tonne Emmanuel bell 


Madonna and Child 
c.14 


Portal of 
St Anne 


South rose 
window 

The Crown of Thorns relic, 
thought to be kept in the 
Treasury, is among the priceless 
artefacts rescued from the blaze 



Louis XII 
statue 


One of the cathedral’s sculptural 
centrepieces, the Descent from 
the Cross by Nicolas Coustou lies 
on the high altar 
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A Some of the artworks and relics in Paris’s town hall that were carried across 
the Seine when the fire engulfed Notre Dame photograph: thomas samson/afp/getty 



▲ The Holy Crown of Thorns is one of 
Notre Dame’s most valued treasures 



A Nicolas Coustou’s Descent from the 
Cross lies on the cathedral’s altar 



A The great organ was not burned , 
but its condition needs assessing 


Individual thorns have been distrib¬ 
uted as relics around the world: the 
Notre Dame relic is the original circlet 
of rushes, encased in rock crystal. On 
Monday night the mayor of Paris con¬ 
firmed it had been saved. 

The great organ Notre Dame’s princi¬ 
pal organist, Vincent Dubois, has said 
the cathedral’s 8 , 000 -pipe grand organ 
was not burned in the fire, although its 
condition - and whether it can still be 
played - is not yet clear. Originally built 
in 1403, the organ has been updated 
and renovated in the centuries since, 
most recently in 2013, but some of the 
current organ’s pipes date back to the 
medieval era. 

Bertrand de Feydeau, a senior 
French heritage preservation official, 
said: “The organ is a very fragile instru¬ 
ment, especially its pipes. It has not 
burnt, but no one can tell whether it 
has been damaged by water. Nobody 
knows if it is in a functioning state or 
will need to be restored.” 

The tunic of Saint Louis The tunic of 
Saint Louis is a 13th-century linen gar¬ 
ment said to have belonged to King 
Louis, the only French king to become 
a saint. Crowned in 1226, Louis par¬ 
ticipated in the Seventh Crusade and 
died during the Eighth Crusade in 1270. 
He was canonised in 1297 . The Paris 
mayor, Anne Hidalgo, said the tunic 
was saved from the fire. 

True Cross and Holy Nails Along with 
the Crown of Thorns, Notre Dame 
housed a purported fragment of the 


True Cross, upon which Jesus is said 
to have been crucified, and an origi¬ 
nal nail that was used. These too were 
saved from the flames, French media 
reported. 

The rose windows All three of Notre 
Dame’s immense stained glass win¬ 
dows appear to have survived, 
although experts have yet to inspect 
them and they may have sustained 
hidden damage. 

Descent from the Cross One of the 

cathedral’s centrepieces, the sculp¬ 
ture by Nicolas Coustou lies on Notre 
Dame’s high altar. Initial photos sug¬ 
gest that the sculpture was mostly 
unharmed. 

Unknown 

A large number of artworks and sculp¬ 
tures were taken from the cathedral 
and carried across the River Seine 
to Paris town hall. It is not yet clear 
which of the following major works 
are among them: 

Madonna and Child This statue, 
known as Notre Dame de Paris, with 
which the cathedral shares its name, 
depicts the Virgin Mary and Jesus. 
Created in the 14th century, it was 
moved to Notre Dame in 1818. 

Statue of Saint Denis Another 18th- 
century sculpture by Coustou. Saint 
Denis is the patron saint of Paris, and 
a depiction of him preaching stood in 
the cathedral. 

Painting of Saint Thomas Aquinas 

Made in the 17th century and given 
to the cathedral in 1974, this painting 
depicts the saint and people drinking 
from a fountain of wisdom. 

Damaged or destroyed 

“We have avoided a complete disas¬ 
ter. But some 5 %-lO% of the artwork 
has probably been destroyed, we 
have to face up to that,” said Max- 
ime Cumunel, the secretary general 
of France’s Observatory for Religious 
Heritage. 

Four of the largest-scale 17th- and 
18th-century paintings depicting 
scenes from the lives of the apostles 
had been damaged, at least in part, 
he said. 

Three relics that were not in the 
cathedral’s treasury are also known 
to have been lost: a separate frag¬ 
ment of the Holy Crown of Thorns, a 
relic of Saint Denis and a relic of Saint 
Genevieve. 



























Calls to this number from UK landlines and mobiles are charged at the standard rate (i.e. same rate as calls to 01 and 02 numbers), and may be included in your usual call allowance. Please check with your provider. 
























































Wednesday 17 April 2019 The Guardian 


National 



Bowel cancer research 
points to risks for even 
moderate meat-eaters 


Sarah Boseley 

Health editor 


Eating even the moderate amounts of 
red and processed meat sanctioned by 
government guidelines increases the 
likelihood of developing bowel can¬ 
cer, according to the largest UK study 
of the risks ever conducted. 

The Department of Health suggests 
that anyone who eats more than 90 g 
of red or processed meat a day should 
try to cut down to 70 g or less, because 
of the known link with bowel cancer. 

The NHS says 90 g is “equivalent to 
around three thinly cut slices of beef, 
lamb or pork, where each slice is about 
the size of half a piece of sliced bread”. 

Processed meat includes bacon, 
ham and sausages. A breakfast with 
two “typical British” sausages and two 
rashers of bacon would clock up l 30 g. 

A five-year study of half a million 
people who have signed up to the UK 
Biobank research project found that 
those eating on average 76 g of red or 


processed meat per day had a 20 % 
increased risk of bowel cancer com¬ 
pared with those averaging 2 lg a day. 

The risk rose by 20 % with each extra 
slice of ham or rasher of bacon that the 
participants ate, and by 19% with each 
thick slice of roast beef or lamb cutlet. 

Heavier drinkers of alcohol also had 
an increased risk - up by 24% for those 
who drank the most compared with 
those who drank least. Eating fibre 
in breakfast cereals and bread had a 
protective effect. In January a study 
commissioned by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) said fibre also pro¬ 
tects against heart disease. 

Cancer Research UK’s expert in diet 
and cancer, Prof Tim Key, the study’s 
co-author, said the research had an 
extra adjustment to check if partici¬ 
pants accurately reported what they 
had eaten. Diet studies are problem¬ 
atic because participants often either 
forget what they have eaten or lie. 

All the Biobank participants were 
asked about their diet when they 
joined up. In this study they were also 


asked to fill an extra questionnaire 
every few months, detailing what they 
had eaten in the prior 24 hours. 

The researchers found that those 
who ate the most and least red and pro¬ 
cessed meat tended to exaggerate their 
consumption or lack of it. 

That led to a steeper increase in risk 
than in studies relied on by WHO when 
it produced the guidance incorporated 
into that of the Department of Health. 

“We are not claiming that therefore 
the government recommendation is 
wrong and should be changed,” Key 
told the Guardian. The paper, pub¬ 
lished in the International Journal of 
Epidemiology, would have to be seen 
in the context of many others, he said. 

Key also said meat had nutritional 
benefits. “Meat is important for iron. 
We would want to consider other 
aspects of health if we were going to 
change the recommendation.” 

Alcohol, on the other hand, 
increased bowel cancer risk and did 
not have nutritional benehts, he said. 

Dr Gunter Kuhnle of Reading Uni¬ 
versity said the analysis of the link 
between meat intake and bowel can¬ 
cer was very thorough and confirmed 
previous findings about the risks. 

“The results of this study also ques¬ 
tion the recent focus on nitrite as the 
main culprit for colorectal cancer: the 
authors found very small differences 
between red and processed meat in 
this study, even though only processed 
meat contains nitrite,” he said. 
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Don't worry, it won't sting The largest 
jellyfish to appear in UK waters was seen near 
Chesil Beach, Dorset, last weekend. Swimmers 
need not fear. The barrel jellyfish is harmless. 
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V&A to name 
photography 
gallery after 
benefactor 
Elton John 


National 


Mark Brown 

Arts correspondent 


Sir Elton John and his husband, David 
Furnish, are to have a photography 
gallery at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum named after them. 

The singer became a prolific 
acquirer of photography nearly 30 
years ago, building one of the world’s 
finest private collections, with an esti¬ 
mated 7,000 images. 

The V&A in London, which holds 
the national collection of photographic 



A Elton John and David Furnish will 
curate a temporary exhibition at the 
V&A’s new photography centre 


art, opened phase one of its new pho¬ 
tography centre last October. 

Yesterday the V&A announced that 
John and Furnish had made an undis¬ 
closed but significant donation to the 
new centre. Room 101 at the V&A will 
be renamed the Sir Elton John and 
David Furnish gallery. There will also 
be “a major co-curated temporary 
exhibition”, details of which have yet 
to be announced. 

John said: “We are delighted to be 
part of this exciting moment and we 
hope audiences will walk away with 
the same excitement and appreciation 


for photography as I did when I first 
started collecting.” 

Tristram Hunt, director of the V&A, 
said the museum was “immensely 
grateful” for the couple’s generosity. 

“We are united by a deep com¬ 
mitment to the medium and there 
are huge synergies between our 
collections, particularly around 20th- 
century modernist and contemporary 
colour photography,” he said. 

John was a lender to the V&A’s 2014 
Horst P Horst retrospective and in 
2016 Tate Modern staged a show with 
almost 200 works from his collection. 
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Mastercard case 
could lead to 
£l4bn windfall 

for Mastercard to admit the damage 
they did, to apologise to the British 
public, and to agree to pay the com¬ 
pensation they owe.” 

Mastercard said it will fight the case 
all the way to the supreme court, if nec¬ 
essary. It said in a statement: “This 
decision is not a final ruling and the 
proposed claim is not approved to 
move forward; rather the court has 
simply said a re-hearing on certain 
issues should happen. 

“Mastercard continues to disagree 
fundamentally with the basis of the 
claim and we believe UK consumers 
receive real value from the security, 
convenience and consumer protec¬ 
tion of our payment services.” 

The tribunal originally rejected 
Merricks’ claim partly because it could 
not find clear evidence about how the 
Mastercard fees had been passed on to 
consumer - or absorbed by the retailer 
- and how individual losses could be 
calculated. But the court of appeal 
found that was not a basis for reject¬ 
ing certification for a court action. 

Merricks said the maximum pay¬ 
out will be about £300 for anyone who 
can prove they were in the UK in the 
16 years between 1992 and 2008. In 
total, Merricks said 46 million adults 
could qualify and they need never 
have held a Mastercard. His case rests 


on the fact that higher prices would 
have been paid by all consumers dur¬ 
ing the period. 

The case is the first major test 
of a regime introduced under the 
Consumer Rights Act for people to 
recover losses from competition law 
infringements. UK-based members 
of a defined group are automatically 
bound into legal action unless they opt 
out, with the competition appeal tri¬ 
bunal nominated to oversee such class 
action lawsuits. 

Lawyers acting for Merricks hailed 
the ruling as a landmark judgment. 
Boris Bronfentrinker of Quinn Ema¬ 
nuel Urquhart & Sullivan said: “The 
court of appeal’s judgment marks a sig¬ 
nificant day for the collective action 
regime in this country, after a number 
of false starts before the competition 
appeal tribunal.” 

The case represents a poten¬ 
tial bonanza for new-style litigation 
funds that pay for class actions to be 
mounted. 

Merricks’ action was initially 
financed by Chicago-based litigation 
funder Gerchen Keller Capital, which 
the Law Society Gazette said would 
make whatever was the greater of 
£l 35 m or 30% of the proceeds of the 
case up to £lbn, plus 20% of the pro¬ 
ceeds over £lbn. 

A new funder, Innsworth Litigation 
Funding, has taken on the case. It is 
understood it will receive a share of 
whatever is left if not every person in 
the class action lawsuit makes a claim. 

Merricks said he does not person¬ 
ally stand to make a cut from any court 
award. “I am paid an hourly rate of 
£150 for the time I have spent on this,” 
he added.” 


Judge could not 
be in two places 
in court at once 


Owen Bowcott 

Legal affairs correspondent 


Avoiding jury duty can be tricky for 
most people, but one senior judge 
thought he had a cast-iron excuse - 
he was due to preside over the case. 

Judge Keith Cutler surprised a court¬ 
room by revealing he had received an 
official summons to be a juror in a case 
he was expected to try. 

Cutler, resident judge of Winchester 
and Salisbury since 2009 , told a jury he 
had to make several attempts before he 
managed to be excused his public duty. 

The senior circuit judge, speaking at 
Salisbury crown court, disclosed how 
he was summoned to sit as a juror in 


a hearing he would be conducting. 
“I was selected for jury service here 
at Salisbury crown court for a trial 
starting 23 April,” he said. “I told the 
jury central summoning bureau that 
I thought I would be inappropriate 
seeing I happened to be the judge 
and knew all the papers. They wrote 
back to me. They picked up on the fact 
I was the judge but said: ‘Your appeal 
for refusal has been rejected but you 
could apply to the resident judge.’ 

“But I told them: T am the resident 
judge.’ I had to phone them and they 
[eventually] realised it was a mistake.” 

Cutler was coroner for the inquest 
into the death of Mark Duggan, shot 
by police in 2011, and has been presi¬ 
dent of the Council of Circuit Judges. 

He said he would have been happy 
to be a juror if it had been appropriate. 

“I would have liked to have done the 
jury service to see what it was like and 
whether I would have liked the judge.” 

Since 2004 , judges, lawyers, bish¬ 
ops, doctors, peers, MPs and vicars 
have been eligible to sit on juries. 
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◄ Glenn Close 
and Michael 
Douglas in Fatal 
Attraction. He 
may have been 
an obvious 
philanderer - but 
she may not have 
been seen as 
someone likely to 
poach a partner 
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Why a man's 
infidelity 
might be 
written all 
over his face 


Nicola Davis 


Philandering men have unfaithfulness 
written all over their face, according 
to research that suggests men and 
women are able to spot those who 
cheat on their partners just by look¬ 
ing at them. 

Experts found men with more 
“masculine” faces were more likely 
to be thought to be unfaithful, and that 
such men self-reported more cheating 
or “poaching” of other men’s partners. 

However, the researchers said 
the results were modest and said 
that people should be wary of decid¬ 
ing whether someone is likely to be 
unfaithful based on impressions of 
facial features alone. 

The team said being suspicious of 


men with masculine features - such 
as a strong brow ridge, strong jaw and 
thinner lips - might have offered an 
evolutionary advantage, allowing 
women to spot a flaky partner and 
men to recognise a potential rival who 
might seduce their partner or leave 
them raising someone else’s child. 

Previous research has suggested 
that women are able to spot unfaith¬ 
ful men from their mugshot, with the 
masculinity of the man’s face a key 
factor in the judgment, while weaker 
effects have been found for men 


weighing up images of women. But 
it was unclear whether people could 
also spot a philanderer of the same sex. 

Writing in the journal Royal Soci¬ 
ety Open Science, researchers said 
they asked heterosexual white par¬ 
ticipants to judge the features of 189 
white adults, photographed for pre¬ 
vious research. Overall, 293 men and 
472 women rated pictures of women, 
while 299 men and 452 women judged 
images of men, rating on a scale of one 
to 10 how likely they thought each per¬ 
son was to be unfaithful. 


Those in the pictures had previously 
reported the extent of any cheating and 
whether they had “poached” a partner 
from someone else. Their photos had 
already been rated for attractiveness, 
untrustworthiness and how mascu¬ 
line they appeared. 

The results showed on average 
men and women gave higher scores 
of unfaithfulness to men who reported 
more cheating or poaching. “There¬ 
fore, perceived unfaithfulness may 
indeed contain some kernel of trust 
in male faces,” the authors said. No 


similar effect was seen for the images 
of women. When the team examined 
what about the men’s faces might have 
offered clues to their unfaithfulness, 
they found the standout feature was 
how masculine the face appeared. 

Further analysis confirmed facial 
masculinity was linked to self- 
reported unfaithfulness, though it 
did not completely predict it. 

“The actual unfaithfulness varies in 
our sample of faces, and 4-8% of this 
variation is accounted for by the aver¬ 
age perceived unfaithfulness of those 
faces,” said Dr Yong Zhi Foo, the first 
author of the research from the Uni¬ 
versity of Western Australia. 

The team said they were surprised 
participants only saw cheating part¬ 
ners in the face of men and suggested 
it could be down to factors such as 
women being less prone to cheating 
than men, or that their use of cosmet¬ 
ics masked the link. 

Dr Kristen Knowles, an evolution¬ 
ary psychologist from Queen Margaret 
University in Edinburgh, who was not 
involved in the study, said the results 
might only be seen in men as women 
might be less likely to report that they 
have cheated. She said it should not 
be assumed that men with mascu¬ 
line faces were likely to be unfaithful. 
“These behaviours are incredibly com¬ 
plex and are likely to be influenced by 
many factors, including social and cul¬ 
tural effects, personality, genetics, and 
life experiences.” 
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Trump 'was unwilling to expel 
Russians over novichok attack' 


Julian Borger 

Washington 


President Donald Trump was reluctant 
to expel suspected Russian spies from 
the US after the novichok chemical 
weapons attack in Salisbury because 
he viewed the poisoning of the defec¬ 
tor Sergei Skripal as “part of legitimate 
spy games”, a report claims. 

According to the New York Times, 
Trump reacted sceptically to a Brit¬ 
ish request in March 2018 for a strong 
punitive response to the use of the 
nerve agent against Skripal, a former 
spy, and his daughter, Yulia. A local 
resident. Dawn Sturgess, was killed 
three months later when she came into 
contact with the chemical. 

It marked the first chemical weapon 
attack on European soil since the first 
world war. Trump is reported to have 
written off the attack as business as 
usual among spies - “distasteful but 
within the bounds of espionage”. 

“Some officials said they thought 
that Mr Trump, who has frequently 
criticised hats’ and other turncoats. 


had some sympathy for the Russian 
government’s going after someone 
viewed as a traitor,” the New York 
Times report said. 

The incident is cited as an example 
of the persuasive skills of the then dep¬ 
uty director of the CIA (now director), 
Gina Haspel. She is said to have pre¬ 
sented the expulsion of 60 accredited 
Russian diplomats - the course even¬ 
tually taken - as the “strong option”. 

She also showed the president 
pictures of young children who had 
been taken to hospital for checks as a 
result of the Salisbury attack, as well 
as photographs of ducks that had been 
killed because of the carelessness in 
handling the deadly nerve agent on 
the part of the two Russian intelligence 
operatives alleged to have carried out 
the attack. 

“Mr Trump fixated on the pictures 
of the children and the dead ducks. At 
the end of the briefing, he embraced 
the strong option,” the report said. 

Of the 60 Russians expelled by the 
US, 48 were from the Russian embassy 
in Washington and 12 were based at the 
United Nations in New York. The US 



A Donald Trump was reported to 
have viewed the poisoning of Sergei 
Skripal as ‘business as usual for spies’ 


Mr Trump fixated 
on the pictures of 
children and dead 
ducks; and embraced 
the strong option' 


Report 

New York Times 



also ordered the closure of the Russian 
consulate in Seattle. 

Trump has separately been reported 
as having been furious when he found 
out that the US had expelled far more 
Russians than Germany or France, 
who each ordered four Russian offi¬ 
cials to leave. 

According to a report last April in 
the Washington Post, Trump had told 
his officials the US would match the 
European response, but his aides inter¬ 
preted that to mean total European 
expulsions, not individual countries. 

An administration official cited in 
the Washington Post report recalled 
Trump screaming: “I don’t care about 
the total!” 

“Growing angrier, Trump insisted 
that his aides had misled him about the 
magnitude of the expulsions. “There 
were curse words,” the official said, “a 
lot of curse words.” 

The US State Department ruled that 
Russia could replace the expelled dip¬ 
lomats, but it is unclear how many 
of the 60 vacated posts have been 
refilled. Inquiries to the State Depart¬ 
ment and Russian embassy have not 
yet produced a response. 

The US administration has also 
failed to impose any sanctions on 
Russia for the Skripal attack. Such 
sanctions are mandated by a 1991 law 
on chemical and biological warfare, 
and the State Department declared 
on 5 November that they would be 
imposed. 
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T The Milky Way over Dunstanburgh 
Castle , Northumberland - but most 
people don’t get such a clear view 


PHOTOGRAPH: OWEN HUMPHREYS/PA 




Light pollution 
spoils view for 
more than half 
of stargazers 


Press Association 


Light pollution is hindering a starry 
view of the night sky for more than 
half of people across England, a cen¬ 
sus has found. 

Fifty-seven per cent of stargazers 
struggled to see more than 10 stars, 
while only 2% said they experienced 
“truly dark skies” enabling them to 
count more than 30, according to the 
research by the Campaign to Protect 
Rural England (CPRE). 

People in towns and the country¬ 
side were encouraged to count how 
many stars they could see with the 
naked eye within the constellation 
of Orion, which is visible only in the 
winter months. 

Campaigners said the results of the 
star count, supported by the British 
Astronomical Association, demon¬ 
strated how light pollution affected 
“one of the countryside’s most mag¬ 
ical sights - a dark, starry night sky”. 
They said the results of the research to 


map England’s night skies suggested 
more could be done by the govern¬ 
ment, councils and the public to lessen 
the negative effects of artificial light 
from streets and buildings. 

Emma Marrington, the dark skies 
campaigner at the CPRE, said: “We’re 
hugely grateful to the many people 
who took the time to get out and take 
part in our star count. But it’s deeply 
disappointing that the vast majority 
were unable to experience the natural 
wonder of a truly dark sky, blanketed 
with stars. Without intervention, our 
night sky will continue to be lost under 
a veil of artificial light, to the detriment 
of our own health and the health of the 
natural world. 

“The star count results show just 
how far-reaching the glow from street 
lights and buildings can be seen. Light 
doesn’t respect boundaries, and care¬ 
less use can see it spread for miles 
from towns, cities, businesses and 
motorways.” 

She suggested better designed light¬ 
ing, street-light dimming schemes and 
part-night lighting - where, in consul¬ 
tation with local communities and 
police, some street lights are turned off 
during the small hours - could provide 
an opportunity to limit the damage 
caused by light pollution, reduce car¬ 
bon emissions and save money. 

The CPRE said the star count, which 
ran for the first three weeks of Febru¬ 
ary, involved 2,300 people. The full 
results are available on its website. 



The proportion 
of people who 
struggled to see 
more than 10 
stars in the night 
sky, according 
to the study by 
the CPRE 
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Taking to 
the streets 
Protesters 
reveal their 
motivation 


Damien Gayle 
Matthew Taylor 
Libby Brooks 


Thousands of people have taken part 
in the Extinction Rebellion protests 
in London and Edinburgh. Here 
some of them give their reasons for 
taking part: 

Nathan, 15, from 
Wanstead, east London 

Nathan, who was into his second 
day of protesting, was sitting in the 
road in Piccadilly Circus in front of 
a large “rebel for life” banner. “We 
need to do something drastic to have 


New targets 
Action could 
spread to rail 
and tube lines 


Matthew Taylor 
Damien Gayle 
Libby Brooks 


Climate protesters, who police say 
have caused “serious disruption” 
affecting half a million people in Lon¬ 
don over the past few days, have said 
they are planning to escalate their pro¬ 
tests to disrupt rail and tube lines. 

Thousands of people have taken 
part in the civil disobedience protests 
over the past two days, blockading four 
landmarks in the capital in an attempt 
to force the government to take action 
on the escalating climate crisis. 

A spokesman said: “People really 
don’t want to do this but the inaction 
of the government in the face of this 
emergency leaves us little choice.” 

Yesterday four sites - Marble Arch, 
Oxford Circus, Parliament Square and 
Waterloo Bridge - remained under the 
control of protesters, causing chaos in 
the surrounding areas. 

Hundreds of people were still danc¬ 
ing around a boat stage at Oxford 
Circus just after 10 pm last night, as 
police tried to clear the area. According 
to the police, 168 people were arrested 
yesterday, bringing the total related 
arrests since Monday up to 290. 


80 

Number of cities in 33 countries in 
which organisers say Extinction 
Rebellion protests have taken place 



action,” he said. “For the past 40 
years we have known about climate 
change and we have tried to go 
through governments and peaceful 
marching through the streets and it 
hasn’t done anything.” 

Nathan has been working with 
Extinction Rebellion as an organiser. 
“I was able to pick up so many skills 
... I’ve met some amazing people.” 
He said he would be surprised if 


The events in London were part 
of an international “climate rebel¬ 
lion” organised by the activist group 
Extinction Rebellion. Organisers said 
demonstrations had taken place or 
were planned in 80 cities across 33 
countries - from India to Australia, in 
Europe and the US. 

In Edinburgh, 1,000 protesters 
blockaded the city’s North Bridge, 
bringing one of the main routes into 
the city centre to a standstill. Police 
said they had made 29 arrests. 

The biggest protests have been in 
London, with parents and their chil¬ 
dren joining scientists, teachers and 
environmentalists to demand urgent 
action in the face of “possible human 
extinction”. Among them was promi¬ 
nent UN environment lawyer Farhana 
Yamin, who helped negotiate the Paris 
agreement. Just after 2 pm she glued 
her hands to the floor of Shell’s head¬ 
quarters near the River Thames. 

Nearby, police moved on to Water¬ 
loo Bridge to begin a second wave of 
arrests as hundreds of protesters con¬ 
tinued their blockade. 

One of those facing arrest was Angie 
Zealter, 67, from Knighton in Wales. “It 
will take the police some time to clear 
all these people and more will come 
here to support us,” she said. “But this 
is a very important moment in history 
- it should have happened 50 years ago 
but at least it is starting now.” 

Some of those on the bridge had 
been locked or glued to a lorry parked 
across the carriageway since Monday. 

Extinction Rebellion was formed in 
the UK last year and held its first civil 
disobedience protests in London in 
November. It wants the UK govern¬ 
ment to reduce carbon emissions to 
zero by 2025 and establish a citizens’ 
assembly to devise an emergency plan 
of action to tackle climate breakdown 
and biodiversity loss. 
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◄ Campaigners 
take part in a 
sit down protest 
on Waterloo 
Bridge in London 
yesterday - the 
second day that 
the crossing 
was blocked 

PHOTOGRAPH: SEAN 
SMITH/THE GUARDIAN 


he made it to the end of the week 
without getting arrested. “Fve had a 
couple of warnings from the police 
already/’ he said. “But Fve had 
training so I know my rights.” 

Asked what his parents thought, 
Nathan said they were not 
particularly pleased. “They were 
like: ‘We are glad you’re fighting for 
a cause, but if you get a fine we are 
going to be mad.’” 


Julia Spindel, 26, biology PhD 
student at Cambridge University 

Spindel had been in London since 
Sunday and said she was supporting 
friends who were prepared to be 
arrested, although she had decided 
to try not to be arrested herself. 

“I am just terrified that we will 
wipe our species out and take many 
others with us,” she said at Waterloo 
Bridge. “I feel like our politicians are 


simply not doing nearly enough. We 
have been peacefully demonstrating 
about this issue for so long with no 
impact that I think this is our last 
chance to do something in time.” 

Josiah Finegan, 22, 
student from Bristol 

Finegan, also at Waterloo Bridge, 
said it was the first time he had been 
on this sort of protest, and it was 
“really positive and interesting”. 

“I am freaking out about the 
climate, to be honest,” he said. 
“There have been so many warnings 
from scientists about what we are 
facing, it is quite shocking. The 
government is not facing up to the 
evidence of what is happening, so I 
am here to try my best to get them to 
respond. My family and friends sort 
of agree about the climate stuff but 
don’t really want to face it properly 
and many of them are not the sort of 
people to take part in something like 
this, though I wish they would. But 
I am terrified. It is quite a terrifying 
prospect when you look at the facts. 
That’s why I’m here.” 

Pippa Clarke, 71, part-time English 
teacher from Frome, Somerset 

Clarke said she hoped the protest 
would encourage politicians “to 
engage with facts and begin to 
create the space to take meaningful 
action”. “There is nothing else left 
to do,” she said at Waterloo Bridge. 



7 am freaking out 
about the climate. It's 
quite terrifying when 
you look at the facts' 

Josiah Finegan 

Student 


“We have tried protesting and we 
have tried making our case to the 
government calmly but they don’t 
listen. Now I feel we have to take 
part in civil disobedience in an 
attempt to meet the huge challenge 
we face. But because of Brexit it is 
very difficult at the moment to get 
our voice heard. It is frustrating 
because when you take a step back 
it is clear Brexit will be nothing if we 


don’t save the planet. Few people 
seem to realise that but that is 
genuinely the scale of what we are 
talking about here. 

“I hear some people in 
government and politics do get this 
... If ordinary people like me -1 am 
not a hardcore environmentalist or 
activist - are prepared to take a stand 
and even get arrested then surely 
that has to count for something?” 

Mary Kennedy, retired health 
visitor from Edinburgh 

Kennedy was handing out Penguin 
biscuits to protesters as part of her 
duties as a wellbeing steward at 
the Extinction Rebellion event in 
Edinburgh. “I’m here because Fve 
got grandchildren and I really think 
something has to be done,” she said. 

This was Kennedy’s first 
environmental protest, although 
she also marched against the Iraq 
war, and she commended the “really 
lovely” atmosphere. 

She said her role was to help 
maintain the atmosphere, keeping 
an eye out for anyone who looked 
like they were becoming upset or 
angry, and intervening before things 
escalated. Noting Monday’s protests 
in London, she said: “It’s not just 
happening across the UK but across 
the world and I don’t see it ending 
any time soon. It’s going to take a lot 
to make governments wake up to 
their responsibilities.” 
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Labour will 
abolish Sats, 
for primary 
schools, 
says Corbyn 


National 

Education 


Sally Weale 

Education correspondent 


Labour has announced plans to 
scrap compulsory tests for children 
in primary schools in England, with 
a promise to relieve pressure on 
overstretched schools and to free up 
teachers to deliver a “rich and varied 
curriculum”. 

Jeremy Corbyn, the party leader, 
set out his proposals in an address to 
the National Education Union confer¬ 
ence in Liverpool. 


In a speech warmly received by NEU 
members, who voted on Monday in 
favour of a ballot to boycott the tests 
known as Sats next year, the Labour 
leader said: “We need to prepare chil¬ 
dren for life, not just for exams.” 

He said children in England’s 
schools were among the most tested 
in the world, and pledged that a Labour 
government would abolish Sats for 
seven- and ll-year-olds, as well as 
controversial plans for baseline assess¬ 
ments for reception classes. 

Speaking weeks before 10 - and 
ll-year-olds take Sats, Corbyn 


highlighted the pressure the tests 
put on them. “Sats and the regime of 
extreme pressure testing are giving 
young children nightmares and leav¬ 
ing them in floods of tears,” he said. 

Labour would consult parents and 
teachers and come up with a more 
flexible and practical system of assess¬ 
ment tailored to individual pupils, 
Corbyn said. 

Labour sources later explained a full 
consultation would take place over the 
next few months to discuss an alter¬ 
native system of assessment. 

The plan was welcomed by the 


NEU. Its joint general secretary Mary 
Bousted, said: “We look forward to the 
return of a broad and balanced primary 
curriculum and to the rekindling of 
the spirit of creativity in our schools.” 

The schools standards minister, 
Nick Gibb, condemned Labour’s plan: 
“Abolishing these tests would be a 
terrible, retrograde step. It would dam¬ 
age our education system and undo 
decades of improvement in children’s 
reading and maths. Under Labour, the 
government would simply give up on 
ensuring all our children can read and 
write by the age of 11.” 
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Assistant 
fired over 
stance 
on LGBT 
lessons 


Nazia Parveen 
Sally Weale 


A Christian secondary school assistant 
has been dismissed after she posted an 
online petition against LGBT issues 
being taught at a primary school 
attended by her son. 

Kristie Higgs, 43 , was removed as a 
pastoral assistant at a Gloucestershire 
academy after a disciplinary panel 
found she had discriminated against 
its gay, lesbian and transgender pupils. 

Higgs, who had worked at Farmor’s 
school for six years, posted objections 
to the use of two books at her son’s 
Church of England primary school on 
her Facebook page. She invited her 
followers to sign a petition against 
compulsory sex education in prima¬ 
ries, due to be introduced next year. 

Under new guidance on relation¬ 
ships and sex education (RSE), the 
government has said pupils should 
be taught about LGBT relationships 
in secondary schools, but has left it 
up to primaries to decide on the issue. 

Yesterday, however, the National 
Education Union voted in favour of 
a motion to lobby government to 
strengthen RSE guidance and make 
teaching about LGBT relationships 
compulsory at all stages. 



7 am determined to 
stand for all parents 
being silenced 
for these views' 


Kristie Higgs 

Secondary school teacher 


English cities struggle to fulfil 
parents' primary school choices 


Richard Adams 

Education editor 


Families in major English cities are still 
struggling to find places in their pre¬ 
ferred primary schools, with demand 
remaining high in local authorities 
including Manchester, Birmingham 
and several London boroughs. 

Despite a levelling- off in the number 


of children enrolling for their first 
year of formal schooling in the year 
they turn five, many councils across 
England revealed rising numbers of 
applications for about 700,000 pri¬ 
mary school places this September. 

On national primary school offer 
day, London’s local authorities 
announced a one percentage point 
drop to 85% in the proportion of fam¬ 
ilies offered their first preference. 
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Mental health of pupils 'at 
crisis point', teachers warn 


Sally Weale 

Education correspondent 


More than eight out of 10 teachers say 
mental health among pupils in Eng¬ 
land has deteriorated in the past two 
years, with reports rising of anxiety, 
self-harm and even suicide, against 


a backdrop of inadequate support. 
In a survey of 8,600 school leaders, 
teachers and support workers, 83% 
said they had witnessed an increase 
in the number of students with poor 
mental health, rising to 90% among 
older students in colleges. 

Many described a sense of helpless¬ 
ness. One likened it to “a slow-motion 


car crash that I am powerless to stop 
and can’t bear to watch or be part of”. 

Others complained that real-terms 
funding cuts in schools were making 
it harder to support pupils in need. 
“We are at a crisis point with mental 
health,” one respondent said. 

The survey, gathered from mem¬ 
bers of the National Education Union 
ahead of their conference in Liverpool 
this week, also asked about the sup¬ 
port available to pupils in distress. 

Less than half said their school had 
a counsellor. And while three out of 
10 had been able to access external 


specialist support such as child and 
adolescent mental health services 
(CAMHS), fewer than 30% had a school 
nurse and only 12% had a “mental 
health first aider”, as favoured by the 
government. There were also harrow¬ 
ing accounts of pupils suffering. 

“Sats pressure and general expecta¬ 
tions are taking their toll on vulnerable 
pupils,” one response read. “We have 
nine-year-olds talking about suicide.” 

Staff who took part in the survey 
were asked to pinpoint what hindered 
their support for young people expe¬ 
riencing mental health issues. They 


blamed real-terms funding cuts ( 57 %), 
cuts to the number of teaching assis¬ 
tants (51%) an “exam factory” system 
( 53 %) and problems accessing external 
support such as CAMHS (64%). 

The Department for Education 
said: “We are investing more in men¬ 
tal health support - with an additional 
£ 2 . 3 bn a year being spent by 2023-24. 
By then an extra 345,000 children 
and young people up to the age of 25 
will benefit from a range of services, 
including new support teams provid¬ 
ing additional trained staff to work 
directly with schools and colleges.” 
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A disciplinary procedure against 
Higgs was initiated after an anony¬ 
mous complaint was made against 
her. Two months after the complaint 
was made, a panel found Higgs guilty 
of gross misconduct, citing the poten¬ 
tial for the school’s reputation to be 
harmed, though the panel admitted 
“there was no actual evidence” that 
had happened. 

Higgs wrote the social media 
posts after her son’s primary school 
announced it would be introduc¬ 
ing the No Outsiders programme to 
its curriculum. The programme has 
attracted controversy in Birmingham 
after Muslim parents objected, and has 
been suspended in six schools in the 
area until a consultation takes place 


A Parents and children protest 
against the teaching ofLGBT rights at 
a primary school in Birmingham 

PHOTOGRAPH: AARON CHOWN/PA 

between schools and parents. 

Higgs, who has now removed her 
son from the No Outsiders lessons at 
his primary school, said: “I am deter¬ 
mined to fight this case and to stand 
for Christians and all parents across 
the country who are being silenced 
for sharing and holding these views.” 

Higgs is taking legal action against 
the academy for unfair dismissal and 
discrimination, and is being supported 
by the Christian Legal Centre. 

Farmor’s school has been contacted 
for a comment. 


while there was also a slight dip in 
those receiving any of their top three 
school choices compared with 2018. 

There was a similar outcome in 
Manchester, where 91% of families 
were offered their first preference, a 
fall of almost two points compared 
with last year. 

In Birmingham, almost 89% out 
of more than 14,000 applications 
received their first choice of school, a 
sharp drop compared with 2018, while 
about 300 families from the city were 
given alternative places or had their 
applications deferred. 

Several councils announced 
improved results, with major 


authorities such as Essex and Kent 
seeing up to 89% of families receiv¬ 
ing their first preference. In Bradford 
nearly 96% gained their first pref¬ 
erence while Leeds also saw an 
improvement, with 88 % receiving 
their first choice. 

In more rural areas parents were far 
more likely to gain their first prefer¬ 
ences, including nearly 97 % of those 
in Devon. 

Nick Gibb, the schools minister, said 
that “even in instances where parents 
aren’t getting the news they hoped for 
today, the likelihood is that their child 
will be attending a school which will 
provide a first-class education”. 
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T At least 3 A million Britons watched 
the new season premiere of Game of 
Thrones on the night or the next day 

PHOTOGRAPH: HBO 


Arts add more to the 
UK economy than 
farming, says report 



Late-night Game of Thrones 
return lures 200,000viewers 


Mark Brown 

Arts correspondent 


Arts and culture has overtaken agri¬ 
culture in terms of its contribution to 
the UK economy, according to research 
from Arts Council England, whose 
chair is warning that continuing cuts 
threaten further growth. 

Sir Nicholas Serota was speaking as 
ACE published a study quantifying the 
contribution of arts and culture to the 
UK’s GDP. It showed that the sector 
added £l 0 . 8 bn to the economy at the 
last count in 2016 , £ 390 m more than 
the previous year, more than the agri¬ 
cultural sector and roughly equal to 
cities such as Liverpool and Sheffield. 

At the same time the report revealed 
that 74 % of arts organisations had been 
affected by public funding cuts. 

Serota praised the resilience and 
commitment of theatres, galleries and 
other arts organisations that continue 
to thrive despite receiving less pub¬ 
lic money. He said the success in the 
face of adversity “tells you about the 
brilliance of the people running these 
organisations, frankly. 

“It tells you about their commit¬ 
ment and determination in spite of 
the cuts. It also tells you if they had a 
bit more money they would do some¬ 
thing rather wonderful with it.” 

Among the biggest difficulties facing 
arts organisations are local authority 
cuts, with libraries, museums and the 



J It tells you about 
arts organisations' 
commitment and 
determination in 
spite of the cuts' 

Sir Nicholas Serota 

Chair , Arts Council England 


arts often in the frontline. Birmingham 
city council, for example, slashed its 
arts budget by £ 500,000 in February 
- a significant cut but half the original 
planned £lm reduction. 

“Local authorities will say they have 
no choice,” said Serota. “But there are 
choices being made and some local 
authorities are resisting those kinds 
of cuts more successfully than others.” 

He praised the energy and creativity 
of arts organisations in reaching new 
audiences and finding new money, but 
he warned: “There comes a point when 
you cannot live without some form of 
investment and both local authorities 
and national government need to find 
ways of making that investment. 

“The prime minister declared that 
austerity was over. Austerity is cer¬ 
tainly not over yet for the arts and I 
hope that we’ll see some change.” 

The report, commissioned from the 
Centre for Economics and Business 
Research, states that 37 % of arts organ¬ 
isations have become more risk averse 
as a result of funding cuts. 

Among organisations with funding 
cuts, 54 % indicated they were una¬ 
ble to cover the loss. Many are having 
to reduce staff or freeze wages. The 
report quotes the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra, which said cuts to budg¬ 
ets were having an adverse effect on 
staffing levels at regional venues with 
some “suffering a lack of expertise and 
knowledge of orchestral music”. 

The report estimates that the 
sector’s total contribution to GDP, 
including employment and supply 
chains as well as the direct impact of 
£l 0 . 8 bn, amounted to about £23bn. 

Serota said the report illustrated 
how important the subsidised arts 
were in feeding the commercial sec¬ 
tor and how public investment in the 
arts “repays itself over and over again”. 

He said: “It shows a very steady 
increase in the place of arts and cul¬ 
ture in the economy as a whole. It is 
growing and it is growing much faster 
than the rest of the economy.” 


JimWaterson 

Media editor 


Almost 200,000 Britons stayed up until 
2 am on Monday to watch the return of 
Game of Thrones, according to official 
overnight viewing figures, which may 
explain why some appeared so tired at 
work this week. 

New episodes are shown simul¬ 
taneously on HBO in the US and Sky 
Atlantic in the UK. While US viewers on 
the east coast get to enj oy the show in a 
peak Sunday slot at 9 pm, the time dif¬ 
ference between the countries means 
obsessive British fans had to watch the 
premiere in the middle of the night. 

But despite warnings from the Daily 
Star, which boldly used Monday’s front 
page to declare “millions of Britons 
will call in sick”, it seems that a rel¬ 
atively small number of obsessives 
decided to forgo sleep to watch the 
stars of the show return to Winterfell. 

Instead, most British viewers chose 
to wait and view the episode by day. 
Ratings for the initial broadcast rose to 


China cuts sex and gore 


Chinese fans of the fantasy epic 
were denied six minutes of explicit 
content and bloody battle scenes 
by China’s censors. The tech firm 
Tencent streamed the season 
premier simultaneously with HBO, 
whose website is blocked in China, 
forcing most to watch the approved 
version, although some managed to 
beat the “great firewall”. 

“I thought the censored version 
meant only cutting the bed scenes!” 
typed one enraged fan on China’s 
Weibo social network. “When I 
was watching I wasn’t even a little 
worried about my dad being there, 
even the fighting scenes are cut, 
with even those cut, why bother 
watching!” The Chinese version 
came in at 48 minutes, compared 
with the original’s 54 minutes. 

Another user tweeted: “Tencent 
is making us pay to see a castrated 
version of Game of Thrones.” AFP 


2.7 million when timeshifted viewing 
was taken into account, while a further 
700,000 Britons tuned into the Mon¬ 
day evening repeat, giving a combined 
UK audience of at least 3-4 million for 
Sky Atlantic, according to Barb (Broad¬ 
caster’s Audience Research Board) 
figures provided by Overnights .tv. 

This makes it the biggest ever UK 
audience for a non-sports programme 
on Sky, according to the broadcaster. 

Many more viewers are expected to 
watch the episode on catchup in com¬ 
ing days, while the figures do not take 
into account individuals who watch 
Game of Thrones via Sky’s Now TV ser¬ 
vice, which can be bought by people 
without a full Sky package. 

The series has been a huge hit for 
Now TV, helping to drive subscribers 
to the streaming service, which is lag¬ 
ging far behind Netflix and Amazon 
Prime in the UK market. It is in third 
place in Britain, with about 1.6 million 
households subscribing, compared 
with more than 10 million for Netflix. 

Game of Thrones was also a big rat¬ 
ings success in the US, where HBO said 
it was watched by a live audience of 
17.4 million people on TV and online. 
They enjoyed abetter experience than 
viewers in China, who complained 
that six minutes of sex and violence 
had been cut to please the country’s 
film censors. 
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Tusk hits 
back at 
critics of 
October 
deadline 
extension 


Daniel Boffey 

Brussels 


Donald Tusk, the European council 
president, has turned his fire on senior 
MEPs after he was accused of dividing 
the EU and prolonging the Brexit crisis 
for Europe by delaying it to 31 October. 

The European parliament’s Brexit 
coordinator, Guy Verhofstadt, had 
warned during a Brexit debate that 
the EU 27 ’s decision last week would 
“poison” the European elections, in 
which Britain would need to take part. 

“Instead of sending May back to 
London with no extension or ulti¬ 
mately a very short one - a few days, 
a week - you gave her six months,” 
Verhofstadt said, after warning of a 
potential breakdown in the EU’s unity 
over the issue. 

“In six months everyone knows, on 
31 October, it is too near for a substan¬ 
tial rethink of Brexit and too far away 
to prompt any action... I fear it will pro¬ 
long uncertainty and it will import the 
Brexit mess into the EU and poison the 
upcoming European election.” 

Verhoftstadt said the decision of 
the House of Commons to take an 
Easter break showed the talks between 
Labour and the Conservatives would 
merely “run down the clock”. 

But, following a speech in which 
he had defended his right to dream 
of the UK changing its mind. Tusk 
gave a withering put-down to those 
who hoped to benefit from extra 
MEPs resulting from the UK’s with¬ 
drawal, including the liberal group 



led by Verhofstadt. “I want to remind 
everybody that the UK has the right 
and obligation to take part in this elec¬ 
tion as long as it remains in the EU,” 
Tusk said. “This is not subject to nego¬ 
tiation. I also cannot agree to accept 
a second category of membership. I 
understand party interests but they 
cannot overshadow the legal reality. 

“Mr Verhofstadt was heartily and 
energetically applauded by Mr Far- 
age. This is a good enough reason for 
you, Mr Verhofstadt, to deeply rethink 
and reformulate your argumentation.” 

Earlier, Nigel Farage, who launched 
his new Brexit party on Monday, had 
told MEPs the delay was a “betrayal”, 
adding: “Pm coming back, lots and lots 
of us are coming back.” 

Tusk defended the six-month 
extension - half the length he had rec¬ 
ommended to the EU27 at a summit 
last Wednesday - on the grounds that it 
would give Brussels time to focus on its 
priorities while allowing Westminster 
to find a way to break the impasse or 
let the British people “rethink Brexit”. 

“I know that, on both sides of the 
Channel, everyone, including myself, 


Change UK gets paperwork in 
order for European elections 


Rowena Mason 

Deputy political editor 


Change UK has been formally regis¬ 
tered as a political party, allowing the 
centrist movement founded by former 
Labour and Tory MPs to field candi¬ 
dates for the European elections. 

The group, led by the former Con¬ 
servative Heidi Allen, has received 
more than 3,700 expressions of inter¬ 
est in being a candidate in the elections 
next month and is polling about 4 - 7 % 
for the contest, meaning it could end 
up with representatives in the Brussels 
parliament. 

Change UK’s registration was 


accepted by the Electoral Commission 
but the body rejected its proposed 
symbol. The commission said: “The 
emblem contained a hashtag, and we 
cannot assess the material linked to a 
hashtag, which will change over time, 
against the legal tests. The emblem 
also contained the acronym TIG, 
which we were not satisfied was suf¬ 
ficiently well known.” 

Allen said the party had been “over¬ 
whelmed by the thousands of people 
wanting to roll up their sleeves and 
join our campaign from every walk of 
life and every corner of the country”. 

She added: “Change UK - the Inde¬ 
pendent Group - have a clear message 
in the European elections: we demand 
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T Jean-Claude Juncker, speaking in 
the European parliament yesterday, 
urged Britain to reach a decision 
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is exhausted with Brexit, which is com¬ 
pletely understandable ,” Tusk said. 
“However, this is not an excuse to 
say ‘let’s get it over with’ just because 
we’re tired. We must continue to deal 
with Brexit with an open mind, and in 
a civilised manner.” 

Tusk added: “During the Euro¬ 
pean council one of the leaders 



▲ Donald Tusk yesterday said being 
tired was no excuse to rush into Brexit 


warned us not to be dreamers, and 
that we shouldn’t think that Brexit 
could be reversed. I didn’t respond at 
the time, but today, in front of you, I 
would like to say: at this rather diffi¬ 
cult moment in our history, we need 
dreamers and dreams.” 

The European commission presi¬ 
dent, Jean-Claude Juncker, called on 
Britain to remain a cooperative and 
loyal member state during its extra 
period in the bloc. He also urged West¬ 
minster to come to a decision on the 
future as soon as possible, warning 
that a further extension this autumn 
could not be guaranteed. 

Juncker said 31 October “marks the 
new deadline for the orderly with¬ 
drawal of the UK”. “If the withdrawal 
agreement hasn’t been ratified by the 
British parliament by then, then there 
will be a hard Brexit that we’d like to 
avoid. Of course the UK can request 
to revoke article 50, that’s something 
that’s been made very clear, but that’s 
not my working hypothesis. 

And it’s not my working hypothe¬ 
sis either that beyond 31 October we’ll 
see an extension again.” 


a people’s vote and, if it is held, all our 
MPs will campaign to remain in and 
reform the European Union.” 

The party will announce its MEP 
candidates next week and has set up 
a fighting fund to solicit donations. 

The polls are likely to bring some 
success for both the pro-referendum 
Change UK and the new Brexit party 


Change UK-the 
Independent Group - 
have a clear message 
in the European 
elections: we demand 
a people's vote' 


Heidi Allen 

Change UK leader 


led by Nigel Farage, as voters punish 
the Conservatives for the paralysis 
over leaving the EU. 

The Brexit party is polling in double 
digits about 12%, while Ukip, which 
has moved to the far right and become 
an anti-Islam party under Gerard Bat¬ 
ten, is on about 13%, according to the 
latest Opinium survey. 

This suggests that, in combination, 
they could do better than the Conserv¬ 
atives, who have dropped below 20%. 

Farage, who left Ukip to found his 
own pro-Brexit party, claimed his 
party would “sweep the board” in the 
elections unless Theresa May and Jer¬ 
emy Corbyn reached a deal involving 
a customs union before then. 

He added: “If that happens, the 
Brexit party won’t win the European 
elections, but it will win the general 
election because the betrayal will be so 
complete and utter, so I don’t believe 
it’s going to happen.” 



Ukip MEP a guest at 
South African club 
with far-right links 


Peter Walker 

Political correspondent 


A leading Ukip MEP made a speech 
to a club of expatriate South Africans 
that has far-right links and calls Nelson 
Mandela a terrorist, it has emerged. 


Stuart Agnew, who is top of one of 
the party’s regional lists for re-election 
if European elections take place in the 
UK in May, addressed a recent meet¬ 
ing of the Springbok Club. 

The organisation has the apartheid- 
era South African flag as an emblem, 
and has called for the return of “civi¬ 
lised European rule” to the continent. 

Agnew told the Guardian he did not 
support apartheid but there was a pos¬ 
sible argument for a “homeland” for 
white South Africans. 

On its website the Springbok Club 
carries articles calling Mandela a 


violent terrorist. The club is led by Alan 
Harvey, a former activist with UK far- 
right party the National Front, who 
moved to South Africa in the 1970 s but 
returned after the end of apartheid. 

Agnew told the Guardian he would 
speak to any audience if asked, and 
that the restoration of apartheid was 
“neither desirable or achievable”. 

David Lawrence, a researcher at 
Hope Not Hate, which monitors far- 
right groups, said: “The fact that an 
elected MEP is addressing this sort of 
vile organisation shows the scale of 
the challenge we face.” 
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X How it came to this: 

Labour's balancing act 

Party's clash of 
political visions 
means leader 
must tread fine 
line on Europe 


Heather Stewart 

Political editor 


O n a quiet Monday at 
the end of February, 
the most influential 
voices in Labour’s 
Brexit policymaking 
gathered in one of 
the riverside rooms in Westminster 
allotted to Jeremy Corbyn for a 
three-hour meeting that could have 
a profound influence on the party’s 
future. Seven days earlier, Chuka 
Umunna and his band of rebels had 
summoned journalists to a press 
conference to announce they were 
leaving the party, blaming Brexit 
policy as well as a failure to tackle 
antisemitism. 

At the meeting, as well as the 
shadow Brexit secretary, Keir 
Starmer, and Corbyn’s wily old 
ally John McDonnell, there were 
handpicked Corbyn supporters 
including Diane Abbott and Jon 
Trickett, plus Barry Gardiner and 
the Labour peer Shami Chakrabarti. 
Later that day, Corbyn was due to 
address Labour backbenchers for 


the first time since the breakaway. 
With little more than a month left 
until Brexit day, longtime backers of 
a second referendum were ramping 
up the pressure on the leadership. 

“One of the things people were 
thinking was that because the 
splitters - the evacuees - were 
making a point about Brexit, we 
should get our position out there,” 
says one shadow minister who 
was present. “We didn’t want a 
lot of people to start resigning.” 
Starmer certainly felt it was time 
for a shift, and in the preceding 
days he had won the support of 
McDonnell. The pair had latched 
on to an amendment drafted by 
the Labour MPs Peter Kyle and Phil 
Wilson aimed at persuading the PM 
to submit her Brexit deal to a vote by 
the public in exchange for support in 
the Commons. 

Some Labour strategists were 
dismissive of the idea. And they 
were confident that a majority of 
the wider shadow cabinet, not to 
mention a majority of MPs, were 
against a referendum. But they 
had reckoned without the shift in 
political weather that came with 
the departure of the TIGs, and the 


persuasive powers of the likes of 
Starmer and Abbott, who also felt 
Labour needed to be able to say to its 
voters that there were circumstances 
in which the party would back a 
referendum - and if not now, when? 

As the fraught meeting wore on, 
Gardiner and Chakrabarti, both of 
whom had been cautious about a 
referendum, switched sides. In the 
end, Trickett was comprehensively 
outnumbered. Several sources 
at the meeting said the decision 
came as a shock to party officials in 
the room, including Corbyn’s top 
adviser, Seumas Milne. “Seumas 
looked shaken, to be honest,” said 
one. Starmer remained, to sign off a 
painstakingly-drafted press release, 
announcing that the party would 
now back a public vote. 

It was a significant moment. 
Labour’s stance on Brexit has 
evolved through a hard-fought 
political tug-of-war, pitching 
old allies against each other, and 
opening new fissures that will cast 
a long shadow over the Corbyn 
project. It is still being played out. 
Through conversations with more 
than a dozen senior Labour decision¬ 
makers, it is possible to build a 
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‘We could 
beheld 
responsible 
for every job 
loss , every 
nurse or 
teacher we 
can't afford' 


Clive Lewis 

LabourMP 



picture of an extraordinary few 
months for the party. 

For Starmer, the announcement 
of Labour’s qualified support for a 
public vote was a staging post on 
a journey that began more than 
five months earlier. He chaired the 
late-night meeting with 300 party 
conference delegates that drafted 
a two-page “composite motion” 
setting Labour’s Brexit policy. The 
motion said that Labour would vote 
against May’s deal and push for a 
general election, but “if we cannot 
get a general election Labour must 
support all options remaining on 
the table, including campaigning 
for a public vote.” Starmer then 
went further, deftly dropping into 
his conference speech the fact that, 
if another referendum were held, 
remain would have to be an option 
on the ballot paper. He won a warm 
round of applause. 

Corbyn’s tone in his speech was 
rather different. While he praised 
Starmer, he also made a striking 
promise to the prime minister that, 
if she would compromise, Labour 
would be willing to vote for a 
“sensible” Brexit: a customs union, 
and better protections for workers’ 
rights and environmental standards. 

T hese two contending 
visions have continued 
to shape the debate at 
the highest levels of 
the party. For many 
of its MPs, and the 

overwhelming majority of members, 
Labour’s natural home was in 
what Corbyn’s team waspishly 
call Remoania. The Labour leader 
is a longtime Eurosceptic, who 
made clear in the early hours of the 
morning after the Brexit vote that 
his party would honour the result. 
And there are strategic imperatives 
behind the Labour leadership’s 
hesitation about a referendum, too. 
A cautionary recent presentation 
to the shadow cabinet suggested 
that as a result of the shift towards 
supporting a fresh poll, Labour 
would suffer in May’s council 
elections, many of which are being 
held in leave-leaning shire areas. 

More broadly, many of those 
around Corbyn believe their party 
would benefit if political debate 
moved beyond Brexit to issues on 
which Labour is less divided. 

The backlash against the party’s 
qualified support for a referendum 
began almost immediately, at the 
next shadow cabinet meeting, with 
Trickett’s objections amplified by 
those of several others, including 
Ian Lavery, Richard Burgon and 
Rebecca Long-Bailey, who felt they 
had been bounced. At the regular 
Tuesday shadow cabinet meetings, 
Brexit discussions have often been 
perfunctory, but occasionally 
explosive. One one occasion, Lavery 
responded angrily to a warning 
from Abbott that Labour should not 
give ground to arguments against 
migration, accusing her of calling 
him “gammon” - the derisive 
description of middle-aged white 
men with reactionary views. 

Advocates of a referendum 
frequently complain that advances 
they believe they have made tend 
to be spun away - the most obvious 
example being Corbyn’s February 
letter to the prime minister, setting 
out his conditions for supporting 


T Labour’s negotiating team, from 
left , Seumas Milne, Rebecca Long- 
Bailey and Keir Starmer 
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Labour's Brexit journey 
Five key moments 


August 2016 

Making explicit the position he 
held since the vote, Jeremy Corbyn 
says Labour will respect the result 
of the referendum. “I think we’ve 
had a referendum, a decision has 
been made, you have to respect the 
decision people made.” 

June 2017 

Wary of upsetting voters in leave 
areas, Labour’s manifesto for the 
2017 general election declares: 
“Labour accepts the referendum 
result and a Labour government will 
put the national interest first.” 

September 2018 

Over five gruelling hours, Labour’s 
internal contradictions over Brexit 
are distilled into a conference 
composite motion that makes the 
party’s priority to seek a general 
election but, failing that, says a 
referendum should not be ruled out. 

February 2019 

Chuka Umunna and remain 
MPs from both Labour and the 
Conservatives quit to form the 
Independent Group, citing Brexit as 
a major motivating factor. 


a Brexit deal. Starmer drafted the 
letter, which fleshed out Labour’s 
policy, and quietly downgraded 
some aspects of it, including the 
party’s rejection of state aid rules, 
in a process insiders dubbed 
“de-unicorning”. An early draft 
included a reference to a public vote 
- but it was removed, in an editing 
process involving Milne. Starmer 
signed off the changes on the 
understanding that, in publicising 
the letter, the leader would make 
reference to a referendum. But that 
did not happen. “It’s obvious that 
Seumas is the one that unpicks 
it every time,” says one shadow 
minister. 

Even after the announcement 
that Labour would support a Kyle- 
Wilson type amendment, Labour 
avoided parading its divisions in 
public, as people’s vote campaigners 
held back from forcing the issue, 
judging that the later it tested 
parliamentary support for the idea, 
the more votes it would win. But 
when the Independent Group’s 
Sarah Wollaston put down an 
amendment on 14 March to the 
government’s motion calling for 
an article 50 extension, some of 
Labour’s divisions began to be 
flushed out into the open. When 
backbenchers later seized control of 
the parliamentary timetable to hold 
“indicative votes” on alternatives 
to the prime minister’s deal, Labour 
tensions exploded. 

On the long day of the first round 
of voting, which ultimately yielded 
no majority for anything, there 
was a series of flare-ups, not least a 
stand-up row between the people’s 
vote campaigner Stephen Doughty, 
and Lucy Powell, the informal whip 
for “common market 2.0”, a cross¬ 
party backbench plan for a soft 
Brexit. Three members of Labour’s 
shadow cabinet - Trickett, Lavery 
and Andrew Gwynne - ignored the 
whip and abstained on the pro- 
referendum motion. Exasperated 
colleagues waited in vain for 
them to be disciplined. Before the 
votes, Corbyn dispatched a letter 
to all Labour MPs, insisting he was 
only supporting the referendum 
motion to “keep the option of a 
public vote on the table in order to 
stop a disastrous no deal or May’s 
unacceptable deal”. 

Another 27 Labour MPs voted 
against the motion, including the 
members of an informal grouping 


March 2019 

Labour backs attempts by ▼ In February 

backbenchers to keep the option the Independent 
of a public vote on the table to stop Group of MPs 

no-deal Brexit or May’s deal. When broke away from 

all options considered by parliament the major parties 

fall, Labour enters into Brexit talks to seek Brexit 

with the government but says that alternatives 
May must move on a customs union photograph: chris j 
if they are to succeed. ratcliffe/getty 




of backbenchers from pro-leave 
seats, including Gareth Snell and 
Caroline Flint, who have been 
resolutely against a referendum for 
many months, believing they would 
face a ferocious backlash from 
constituents. 

Running throughout the debate, 
in the leader’s office and among 
leftwingers in the shadow cabinet 
there was a dark suspicion that 
the Brexit issue was being used 
as a “wedge” to separate Corbyn 
from the Labour membership 
and perhaps open the way for 
someone else to take over. The 
deputy leader Tom Watson’s name 
is often mentioned. But a group of 
leftwing MPs, including Clive Lewis, 
Lloyd Russell-Moyle and Rachael 
Maskell, are increasingly finding 
their voice. Maskell and Lewis set 
up “Love Socialism, Hate Brexit”, 
a cross-party group backed by the 
anti-Brexit campaign Best for Britain 
that had its own “left block” march 
alongside the Put It to the People 
rally last month. Lewis warns of 
the risk that if Labour is regarded as 
complicit, “for many years to come it 
will be held responsible by many for 
every job loss, every poor economic 
indicator, every nurse, teacher or 
new medicine we’re told we just 
can’t afford.” 

So alarmed were the leadership 
about the risks of division and ill- 
discipline being displayed afresh in 
a second round of indicative votes 
that Corbyn’s political director, 

Amy Jackson, was dispatched to 
urge Kyle to pull his troublesome 
motion. He flatly refused - and it was 
redrafted and re-submitted for the 
1 April votes in Margaret Beckett’s 
name. In the event, it fell just 12 
votes short of a majority, as people’s 
vote supporters threw everything 
they had at building support for it, 
begging, cajoling and persuading 
their colleagues. The near-miss 
gave heart to those, including 
Starmer, who have suggested any 
deal now reached - including in 
the talks between Labour and the 
government - must be submitted to 
the public for approval. Watson has 
taken that position publicly and a 
leaked letter from Thornberry made 
clear she too felt any deal would 
have to be put to the public. 

But the shadow cabinet as a whole 
remains far from won over to that 
view. Many would be satisfied with 
the offer mooted in the negotiations 
with the government of a free vote 
on a referendum, separate from 
any new meaningful vote on a 
cross-party deal. Senior Corbyn 
allies stress that if May signed up to 
a customs union, and the stronger 
protections for workers’ rights and 
environmental standards, it would 
no longer be the “damaging Tory 
Brexit” that their support for a 
referendum is designed to avert. 

But anti-Brexit campaigners on 
the backbenches, from left and right, 
are putting their faith in Starmer as 
their man in the room. “Keir won’t 
let us down”, said one MP. 

However grave Labour’s 
challenges, the prime minister’s 
appear worse. As one shadow 
cabinet member put it: “We still 
think there’s a bit of road left. The 
Tories could break before we do.” 


Tomorrow: Rory Carroll on Brexit and 
the Irish border 























The Guardian Wednesday 17 April 2019 


National 


Man cleared 
of murdering 
victim who 
died 11 years 
after attack 


Steven Morris 


A construction worker has been 
cleared of murdering a former soldier 
who died more than a decade after 
being hit with a baseball bat. 

Neil Sutherland, from Trowbridge, 
Wiltshire, was jailed for causing griev¬ 
ous bodily harm to Paul Mills after the 
July 2006 attack. But Sutherland was 
brought back before a court charged 
with murder after Mills died at his 
home in March 2017, aged 44. 



A Paul Mills, left; died in March 2017 
aged 44. Neil Sutherland, right, has 
been found not guilty of his murder 


William Mousley QC, prosecuting, 
told Salisbury crown court that Mills 
sustained a fractured skull and brain 
damage in the attack. 

“Paul Mills developed epilepsy 
from the injuries that he suffered,” he 
told the jury. He had his first seizures 
not long after he had been taken to hos¬ 
pital and from that day on, there were 
regular seizures for nearly 11 years. 

He said a pathologist concluded 
“there was an unbroken link” between 
Mills’ death and the assault. However, 
James Newton-Price, QC, defending, 
said the link between the assault and 


death was disputed, arguing that Mills’ 
heavy drinking and drug-taking in the 
past could have contributed. 

Sutherland said he acted in self- 
defence after meeting Mills in a layby 
in Southwick. He claimed Mills began 
“hustling” him for money by trying to 
sell him a baseball bat so he could buy 
cider. He said Mills hit him around the 
head with his hand. The pair met again 
a short time later in the same layby, 
where Sutherland admitted he hit 
Mills with the bat following a struggle. 

After the verdict, Sutherland criti¬ 
cised the police for pursuing him. 



I HM Government 


Appeal court criticises 
Javid for legally flawed' 
use of immigration law 
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The EU Settlement Scheme protects 
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Irish citizens or those with valid indefinite leave do not need to apply. 


Amelia Hill 


The court of appeal has issued a damn¬ 
ing judgment on the Home Office’s 
process of using a terrorism-related 
paragraph of immigration law to 
refuse applications to live in the UK 
as “legally flawed” and ruling it must 
be changed. 

The Guardian has highlighted 
the Home Office’s use of the rule to 
refuse applications from hundreds 
of people - in many cases for making 
legal amendments to their tax records 
- using a power designed, in part, to 
tackle terrorism. 

The department has tried to force at 
least 300 skilled migrants to leave the 
UK under what is known as paragraph 
322(5), with a further 87 having left and 
a further 400 potentially affected, 
between January 2015 and May 2018. 

The court of appeal has examined 
four of these cases. The immediate 
result of its 60-page judgment is that 
one case has been quashed while three 
will be allowed to appeal, including 
one in which the court said there was 
“at least arguably, a distinct unlaw¬ 
fulness, in that the secretary of state 
failed to make an explicit finding of 
dishonesty”. 

But the wider impact of the judg¬ 
ment is the court’s finding that the 
“general approach” of the home sec¬ 
retary, Sajid Javid, “in all earnings 
discrepancy cases [has been] legally 
flawed” and must change. Criticism of 
the Home Office’s use of the clause has 
become part of the wider debate over 
the “hostile environment”. 

In the judgment delivered yester¬ 
day by Lord Justice Underhill, Lord 
Justice Hickinbottom and Lord Justice 
Singh, Javid was criticised for assum¬ 
ing the applicants’ amendments to 
their tax records were “the result of 
dishonesty, without giving applicants 
an opportunity to proffer an innocent 
explanation”. 

Javid was at further fault, the judg¬ 
ment went on, for failing to “address 
the further questions of whether the 
dishonesty in question rendered] 
the presence of the applicant in the 
UK undesirable or whether there are 
other factors which outweigh the pre¬ 
sumption in favour of removal, or give 
applicants the opportunity to raise any 
matters relevant to those questions”. 


This question, the judges said, “can¬ 
not simply be ignored”. 

The court also gave applicants 
threatened under 322(5) a new and 
extra layer of protection by finding 
that all further use of the clause must 
be subj ect to article 8 of the European 
convention on human rights, mean¬ 
ing the notice of liability to removal 
- which is the consequence of refusal 
of indefinite leave to remain (ILR) - will 
“constitute an interference with those 
rights which the secretary of state will 
have to justify”. 

The judgment added: “His decision 
on that question will be re viewable as 
a matter of fact, whether in the context 
of a ‘human rights appeal’ or, where 
no such appeal is available, injudicial 
review proceedings.” 

There are more than 70 other 322(5) 
appeals or applications for permission 
to appeal pending before the court. 
“The intention is that our decision in 
these appeals will determine the vari¬ 
ous issues of principle raised in at least 
most of the pending legal challenges 
in all of these cases,” the court said. 

The lack of opportunity for appli¬ 
cants to appeal a finding of guilt under 
322(5) was also criticised as unlawful 
by the court: in administrative review, 
the applicant is not normally allowed 
to produce new evidence to counter 
accusations of dishonesty. 

The Home Office said: “The court 
agreed that the use of paragraph 322(5) 
is appropriate in these types of cases 
and that we are right to expect a full 
and convincing explanation from 
people when there are discrepancies 
in their tax records and immigration 
applications. We will consider the 
judgment carefully.” 

Many of those affected had lived 
in the UK for a decade or more and 
have British-born children. The cases 
were those of Ashish Balajigari, repre¬ 
sented by Michael Biggs, Amin Albert 
represented by Parminder Saini, and 
SomnathMujumder and his wife, rep¬ 
resented by Shahadoth Karim, all from 
12 Old Square chambers. Avais Kwos 
and his family have left the country 
after being refused under 322(5). 


300 

The number of skilled migrants the 
government has tried to make leave 
the UK using paragraph 322(5) 
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Regulator sets safety rules 
for supplying drugs online 


Ben Quinn 


New rules to protect people from 
the dangers of buying inappropriate 
drugs from online pharmacies and 
to regulate access to addictive med¬ 
ications have been put in place by 


the pharmacy regulator. The move 
comes after a rapid rise in the use of 
online pharmacies, while concerns 
have also been voiced about websites 
using doctors from companies based 
outside England. 

The safeguards announced yester¬ 
day by the General Pharmaceutical 
Council (GPC) include: 


• Obliging pharmacy websites not to 
allow a patient to choose a prescrip¬ 
tion-only medicine and its quantity 
before a consultation has taken place. 

• Ensuring pharmacy staff can iden¬ 
tify requests for medicines that are 
inappropriate, including identifying 
multiple orders to the same address. 

• Putting in place robust processes 
to carry out identity checks on people 
obtaining medicines. 

Further safeguards will also have 
to be in place before supplying a range 
of goods including antibiotics, non- 
surgical cosmetic medicinal products 


such as Botox, and medicines deemed 
liable to abuse, overuse or misuse, or 
where there is a risk of addiction. 

Duncan Rudkin, chief executive of 
the GPC, said: “People can be put at 
serious risk if they are able to obtain 
medicines that are not appropriate for 
them. We are now putting in place this 
updated guidance with further safe¬ 
guards to protect people.” 

The GPC cited online research it had 
commissioned from YouGov, which 
found that 25% of people say they 
are likely to use online pharmacies in 
future, but 50% of those unlikely to 


do so have concerns about the safety 
of such pharmacies. 

Rudkin added: “I would strongly 
urge patients and the public wanting 
to obtain medicines online to only use 
online pharmacies registered with us 
... These pharmacies have to meet our 
standards and follow this guidance.” 

Against the backdrop of Brexit, 
the Department of Health and Social 
Care and NHS England have been crit¬ 
icised for giving little practical advice 
to patients in England about what they 
can do if they are unable to get hold of 
their normal medications. 



▲ The research charts a rise in plastic pollution photograph: jeffj mitchell/getty 


Study puts 
date on rise 
of plastic 
pollution 
in oceans 


Jonathan Watts 

Global environment editor 


A trove of data showing when the 
Atlantic started choking on plastic has 
been uncovered in the handwritten 
logbooks of a little known but dog¬ 
gedly persistent plankton study dating 
back to the middle of the last century. 

From fishing twine found in the 
50s, then a first carrier bag in 1965, it 
reflects how the problem grew from 
small, largely ignored incidents to a 
matter of global concern. 

The unique dataset, published in 
the journal Nature Communications, is 
based on records from the continuous 
plankton recorder, a torpedo-shaped 
sampling device towed 6.5m nautical 
miles over most of the past century. 

Based first in Hull, then Edinburgh 
and Plymouth, the long-running 
programme was designed to collect 
pelagic plankton, which are an indica¬ 
tor of water quality, as well as being a 
source of food for marine life. 

But the operators also kept track of 
disruptions to their work: what snared 
the equipment, where and when. This 
has proved a valuable source of data on 
plastic waste. The paper notes: “This 
consistent time series provides some 
of the earliest records of plastic entan¬ 
glement and is the first to confirm a 
significant increase in open ocean 
plastics in recent decades.” 

The rise was so slow it was barely 


noticed at first. The log shows strands 
of fishing twine found off the east coast 
of Iceland in 1957 , then a carrier bag to 
the north-west of Ireland eight years 
later. This was a couple of years before 
the first reports of turtles and seabirds 
becoming ensnared in plastic. 

But the problem grew steadily. In 
the 1950 s, 60s and 70s, fewer than 1% 
of tows were disrupted by entangle¬ 
ments with synthetic materials. By the 
1990 s it was almost 2%, and the fig¬ 
ure now hovers between 3% and 4%. 

The paper said this highlighted 
the dangers to sea life because the 
sampling device was towed by fer¬ 
ries and container ships at a depth of 
about 7 metres, where many fish and 
marine mammals are found. The num¬ 
ber of entanglements was particularly 
high in the southern North Sea, but the 
authors said the problem was evident 
across a very wide range of ocean. 

Clare Ostle, of the Plymouth-based 
Marine Biological Association, said: 
“The message is that marine plastic 
has increased significantly and we 
are seeing it all over the world, even 
in places like the Northwest Passage 
and other parts of the Arctic.” 

She was pleased that the number 
of carrier bags snagged by the equip¬ 
ment appeared to have stabilised. But 
she cautioned that the data was better 
seen as a guide to broad trends. 

This is the second time the contin¬ 
uous plankton recorder has provided 
vital data on marine plastic. Since 
2004, samples have been retrospec¬ 
tively analysed for microplastics, 
revealing a big rise from i960 to 1990 . 

Ostle said the plankton recorder 
- which has been running since 1931 - 
continued to produce important new 
data because it offered a longer time¬ 
line than more sophisticated studies. 

The operation nearly collapsed as a 
result of government cuts in the 1980s, 
when monitoring of this type was con¬ 
sidered “weak science, akin to stamp 
collecting”, but scientists kept it going, 
modernising procedures. 
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Shadow justice secretary 
admits to anti-Zionist speech 


Rowena Mason 

Deputy political editor 


Labour frontbencher Richard Burgon 
has expressed regret over a video in 
which he said “Zionism is the enemy of 
peace” in 2014 , which prompted Jew¬ 
ish groups to call for an apology. 


Shadow justice secretary Bur¬ 
gon said this was not his view after 
freelance journalist Iggy Ostanin pub¬ 
lished the video, which was branded 
“shameful” by the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews. Burgon had denied using 
the phrase when challenged over it 
on the BBC in 2018 . He said yesterday 
he had no recollection of making the 


comment and previously asked for evi¬ 
dence of it because it was not his view. 

The footage showed him saying: 
“The enemy of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple is not the Jewish people, the enemy 
of the Palestinian people are Zionists, 
and Zionism is the enemy of peace and 
the enemy of the Palestinian people.” 

Mike Katz, chair of the Jewish 
Labour Movement, said the vast 
majority of Jewish people identified 
as Zionists. “Insulting a core part of 
their identity and then dissembling 
about it is shameful behaviour from 
a senior frontbencher in our party, let 



▲ MP Richard Burgon had denied 
calling Zionism ‘an enemy of peace’ 


alone someone who aspires to admin¬ 
ister our justice system,” he said. 

Following the criticism, Burgon 
released a long statement. 

“When it was put to me in 2018 that 
I had made these remarks, I did not 
recall doing so and therefore asked 
for the full quotes to be provided and 
asked when and where I had said it,” he 
said. “I received no reply, so I believed 
it was inaccurate to have claimed I had 
used that phrase. It is now clear that I 
did and I regret doing so. As I have sub¬ 
sequently said on numerous occasions 
... I do not agree with that phrase.” 
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NHS 

Payout after stillbirth 
led to grief disorder 

A woman who has suffered from 
a “prolonged, pathological grief 
disorder” since her daughter was 
stillborn six years ago has been 
awarded more than £250,000 in 
damages by the high court. 

Justyna Zeromska-Smith, 38, 
sued United Lincolnshire hospitals 
NHS Trust for more than £ 2 m. She 
argued she had suffered psychiatric 


injuries since May 2013 and that 
she now cannot be separated 
from her two sons, who were 
born subsequently. Her anxiety at 
being separated from her children 
was such that she could only give 
evidence if her children were in a 
room near the court 

The Trust admitted it was liable 
for the stillbirth and conceded 
Zeromska-Smith was entitled to 
damages, but said she should only 
receive about £150,000. Giving 
judgment in London yesterday, 
Justice Martin Spencer awarded 
her £272,000. The judge found 
Zeromska-Smith had recovered 
from her severe depression, but that 
she had not yet recovered from the 
pathological grief, the separation 
anxiety or her agoraphobia. PA 


Advertising 

Scottish castle raffle 
not fair, says watchdog 

The owner of a Scottish castle in 
Kirkcudbrightshire has been rapped 
by the Advertising Standards 
Authority over a raffle she launched 
to get rid of the £ 2 . 5 m property. 

Susan DeVere set up the contest 
after her attempts to sell Orchardton 
Castle failed. When the raffle failed 
to generate enough ticket sales 
the prize was changed to cash 
giveaways. One person complained 
to the ASA that the raffle had been 
administered unfairly, although 
DeVere said possible the prize 
change had been made clear from 


the beginning. The ASA said that 
because neither the advertised 
prize nor a reasonable alternative 
had been awarded, “the promotion 
had not been administered fairly” 
and was therefore in breach of the 
advertising code. 

DeVere said she intended to 
appeal against the ruling. PA 



Advertising 

ASA bans advert for 
product to calm dogs 

An advertisement for a plug-in 
diffuser to calm anxious dogs has 
been banned over a lack of evidence 
that the device works. 

The TV ad for Adaptil featured 
a dog pawing at a door, before a 
voiceover said: “I tried Adaptil. Just 
plug it in - easy. You can see he’s 
relaxed. Now when I’m out and 
about he’s no problem.” 

A viewer complained that the ad’s 
claims that Adaptil could alleviate 
anxiety were unsubstantiated. 

The Advertising Standards 
Authority said: “Because the 
advertiser had not submitted 
sufficient evidence... we concluded 
the claims were likely to mislead. 

A spokeswoman for the company 
said: “Ceva Animal Health prides 
itself on its ongoing dedication to 
animal welfare through evidence- 
based practice.” PA 


Immigration 

US applicants unable to 
apply for biometric visa 

Biometric enrolment for US citizens 
seeking to move to the UK has been 
suspended for more than two weeks 
because the British government 
missed a payment to the 
Department of Homeland Security, 
according to sources familiar with 
the bureaucratic glitch. 

Americans applying for work, 
study or settlement visas have 
been turned away from application 
support centres in the US, which 
take the necessary fingerprints 
and photographs, because of the 
suspension in service. 

Foreign nationals applying from 
the US were also affected. 

The Home Office described the 
problem as a technical issue. “We 
are working to restore the service 
as soon as possible,” it said, but 
declined to give further details. 
Julian Borger Washington 
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Something to 
meditate on? 
BBC plans 
mindfulness 
Prom in dark 


Mark Brown 

Arts correspondent 


Organisers of the BBC Proms are con¬ 
sidering staging a concert in the dark 
where people can get away from it all 
by immersing themselves in medita¬ 
tive, mindful music. 

Plans for the first Meditative Prom 
were revealed in the programme 
announcement of the summer festi¬ 
val, which is 90% classical but will this 
year have East Coast hip-hop and the 
Clangers as alternative options. 

The late-night Meditative Prom at 
the Royal Albert Hall will have short 
pieces of music “to calm the mind and 
nourish the soul”, said the schedulers. 

“I still don’t know whether we can 
achieve this, but it would be lovely to 
do the whole concert in the dark,” said 
BBC Proms director David Pickard. 
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<A children’s 
concert featuring 
the Clangers and 
a meditative 
one possibly 
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the dark mark a 
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more traditional 
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Last Night of 
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“We did think about calling it the 
Mindfulness Prom, but we thought 
maybe that was a statement too far. 
I cannot claim that you will come out 
of it feeling a new person and your life 
will be changed, but there’s an ele¬ 
ment, I hope, that will have an effect 
on wellbeing. I hope that’s not too pre¬ 
tentious or pompous.” 

The Prom is a collaboration with the 
Radio 3 team that produces the pop¬ 
ular In Tune Mixtape programmes. 


with music chosen to fit with themes 
or moods. Pickard said the music could 
be Schubert or Arvo Part, but he hoped 
there would be a way of not revealing 
it to the audience in advance. 

“Our concert programming can get 
a little formulaic sometimes. This is an 
opportunity to put it together in a dif¬ 
ferent way, which is by mood rather 
than composer,” he said. 

For many years the festival has 
staged alternative Proms. There was 


an urban music Prom in 2013 and a Pete 
Tong-hosted dance Prom in 2015. This 
year Prom 64 will be hip-hop. Led by 
Jules Buckley and the Heritage Orches¬ 
tra, it will include breakdancing, 
graffiti art, MCing and DJing. 

Jonny Greenwood, the Radiohead 
guitarist and him score composer, will 
be a highlight of new music, premier¬ 
ing a violin concerto called Horror 
Vacui, in which a solo violin will be 
accompanied by 68 strings “to sim¬ 
ulate electronic music while being 
entirely acoustic”, said Pickard. 

After previous trips to Hull and Lin¬ 
coln, the furthest the Proms will get 
from the Royal Albert Hall this year 
will be to Battersea Arts Centre, and 
to the Holy Sepulchre in the City. The 
church was where the conductor and 
composer Henry Wood, the founder of 
the Proms, learned to play the organ 
as a teenager, and the Prom there will 
be one of a number of events celebrat¬ 
ing the 150th anniversary of his birth. 

Other anniversaries being marked 
include 50 years since Apollo 11 landed 
on the moon. There will be a sci-fi. him 
music Prom and a CBeebies Prom 
offering families “the chance to travel 
through time and space” and encoun¬ 
ter the Clangers. 

The 200 th anniversary of Queen 
Victoria’s birth will be marked by Ste¬ 
phen Hough playing her piano. There 
will also be songs written by Prince 
Albert. Pickard said: “They are actu¬ 
ally lovely, I kid you not.” 



The Power to Surprise 


Fuel consumption in mpg (1/100km) for the models shown: Combined 39.3 (7.2) - 44.8 (6.3), CO 2 emissions 142 - 1 28 g/km. MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real 
driving results. Fuel consumption is tested using WLTP and CO 2 emissions are NEDC equivalent. Only compare fuel consumption, CO 2 and electric range figures with other cars tested to the same technical procedures. For more information about WLTP 
please refer to kia.com/uk. Model shown: New Sportage 'GT-Line S' 1.6 CRDi 134bhp 2WD 7-speed Auto DCTISG at £32,315 including premium Infra-Red paint at £615. All-New ProCeed 'GT' 1.6 T-GDi 201 bhp 7 speed auto DCT ISG at £28,710 including 
premium 'Fusion White' paint at £570. New Kia Sportage range available from £20,670 and All-New ProCeed range from £23,840. Specification varies across the range and is subject to change without notice. *New Sportage diesel models only up to 
£1,000 towards your Personal Contract Purchase Deposit (excluding grade 1 which is £750). New Sportage petrol models only up to £750 towards your Personal Contract Purchase Deposit (excluding grade 1 which is £500). Sportage finance offer cannot 
be combined with Scrappage saving. £1,000 towards your Personal Contract Purchase Deposit on the All-New ProCeed. Offer available on purchase of an All-New ProCeed and New Sportage in the United Kingdom between 01.04.2019 - 30.06.2019. 
Private customer registrations only, excluding Personal Contract Hire. Finance T&Cs apply. Subject to status. 18s or over. Guarantee may be required. Kia Finance RH2 9AQ. 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty. 
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T Surabaya, Java, Indonesia 

Workers in superhero costumes 
deliver ballot boxes on the eve of 
Indonesian elections 
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Return of cool? 
Reappearance 
of the Face, 

15 years on 


Lauren Cochrane 


A fter a hiatus of 15 
years, the Face, the 
magazine known for 
its striking covers that 
helped launch the 
careers of Kate Moss, 
Alexander McQueen, Juergen Teller 
and Phoebe Philo, is back. 

It returns today, launching online 
first, with a quarterly issue to be 
published in September, and aims to 
reclaim the magazine’s title of style 
bible for a generation. 

“It feels like a perfect time for 
the Face to be coming back,” said 
its editor, Stuart Brumfitt. “In these 
uncertain times, we want to create a 
fun, smart, unifying place for style, 
culture and society-loving people.” 

Dan Flower, the managing 
director, agreed on the timing of the 
return. “When the Face came out the 
first time, there was a lot of political 
upheaval,” he said. He believed 
there were comparisons that could 
be drawn between the 1980s when it 
first launched and the present day. 

At its peak, the Face sold 70,000 
copies a month. “The covers were so 
powerful,” Brumfitt said. “There’s 
one cover for everyone out there. It 
gave you a snapshot of style at that 
moment in time but more through 
character and culture and lifestyle.” 

The publishers hope to emulate 
the arresting covers, witty writing 
and a mix of content that touched 
on pop culture, sport, current affairs 
and youth subculture. 

The Face had featured cutting- 
edge music and fashion, but 
the “true cool” had been that it 
was open-minded, curious and 
intelligent and funny, Brumfitt said. 
“That’s still the coolest thing.” 

But there have been mixed 
reactions to the relaunch. The 
founder, Nick Logan, was supportive 
of the idea but many have been 


► The nineties: 
Kate Moss at 
the start of her 
modelling career, 
left , and Kurt 
Cobain, the 
lead singer 
of Nirvana 


► The noughdes: 
Shirley Manson, 
the lead singer 
of Garbage, left, 
and Bey once, at 
the beginning of 
her solo career 
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◄ The eighties: The singer-songwriter 
SadeAdu, left, and Felix Howard of 
Madonna's Open Your Heart video 

mystified by the revival of the 
magazine in a new era. Paul Gorman, 
author of The Story of the Face, was 
sceptical in a Creative Review article, 
criticising a lack of the attitude that 
had marked the original. 

The new publication aims 
to reach 5 million people on all 
digital platforms by the end of 
the year. Theface.com shares the 
distinctive red and white branding 
of the original. It launches with an 
exclusive feature with the French - 
British rapper Octavian, and 
includes a conversation between the 
rapper Ms Banks and her partner, 
the cruiserweight boxer Lawrence 
Okolie, and an investigative 
piece about the World Congress 
of Families, a Roman Catholic 
conference in Italy attended by far- 
right groups. 

Wasted Talent, the parent 
company of Mixmag and Kerrang!, 
bought the rights to the Face brand 
for £ 100,000 in 2017 . Flower, who 
worked on the Face’s sister titles 
Pop and Arena, wants to get the 
circulation of the magazine to 
100,000 - more than Vanity Fair but 
less than Harper’s Bazaar. Revenue 
will come from online advertising 
and brand partnerships. Adidas has 
already signed up. 

Flower has hired a creative 
council who work remotely - the 
designer Grace Wales Bonner, Acyde 
Odunlami, a marketing expert, and 
Skepta’s manager, Grace Ladoja, 
included. With more than 140,000 
Instagram followers, a connection 
to Kanye West, an MBE and an art 
world pedigree between them, the 
new Face is certainly connected. 

The inhouse team also reflects 
Flower’s target market. The digital 
editor, Brooke McCord, 27, has 
worked at Dazed and Refmery29. 
Brumfitt, 37 , formerly worked at the 
i-D channel Amuse. The duo oversee 
a diverse staff of 15 members in an 
east London office. On the morning 
before launch, they were huddled 
over laptops, or around back issues. 

Brumfitt and McCord know that 
nostalgia is a double-edged sword 
- it guarantees interest but makes it 
hard to start afresh. The solution is 
to go with the spirit of the original. 

In the old Face, a feature on war- 
torn Sarajevo might have shared 
space with a fashion shoot and an 
interview with Leonardo DiCaprio. 
The new one borrows this model. 
“It’s a huge point of difference that 
a lot of other style magazines don’t 
have,” says Brumfitt. 


Early poems by 
Du Maurier 
found hidden 
among friend's 
cache of letters 


Alison Flood 


A handful of youthful poems by 
Daphne du Maurier have been found 
in an archive of letters, with two that 
were previously unknown hidden in 
a picture frame. 

The two unknown poems were 
found tucked under a photograph of 
Du Maurier in a swimming costume 
standing on rocks, part of an archive 
of more than 40 years of correspond¬ 
ence between the author and her close 
friend Maureen Baker-Munton. 

Roddy Lloyd, an auctioneer. 


catalogued the archive. “We were 
going through the last box of docu¬ 
ments on my kitchen table when, for 
some reason, I decided to take the pic¬ 
ture out to have a better look. When I 
took it out of the frame, out popped 
these poems,” said Lloyd. 

In Song of the Happy Prostitute, 
Du Maurier writes: “Why do they 
picture me as tired and old... selling 
myself with sorrow, just to gain a few 
dull pence to shield me from the rain.” 

On the other side of the paper hid¬ 
den behind the photo, she writes: 
“When I was ten, I thought the great¬ 
est bliss / Would be to rest all day upon 
hot sand under a burning sun... / Time 


has slipped by, and finally I’ve known 
/ The lure of beaches under exotic 
skies / And find my dreams to be mis¬ 
guided lies / For God! how dull it is to 
rest alone.” 

Lloyd believed the poems were 



▲ Two poems were in a photo frame 


written when Du Maurier was in her 
20 s, working on her craft: “The poems 
are not juvenile ones of a child, nor the 
polished products of her later years.” 

Along with the poems, the archive 
contains hundreds of letters, many 
giving an insight into the writer’s rela¬ 
tionship with her husband, the army 
general Frederick Browning, includ¬ 
ing his affairs and his alcoholism. In 
1966, a year after his death, her letters 
show her still coming to terms with her 
loss: “I think much younger men and 
women would get over it quicker, but 
not after 33 years together.” 

The lot of letters will be sold by 
Rowley’s of Ely on 27 April. 
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CONTEMPORARY DESIGNS - MAXIMUM COMFORT AND STYLE 


CLEAN AGE HEATING BYS U N F L-jp-W 


. . 



The latest generation of low power** heaters from Sunflow make choosing electric even easier. Our 
patented 'radiator enhancement system" introduces a new level of balanced heating. Controllable heating that 
doesn't cost the Earth. Direct from the British manufacturer the Supreme range is a unique, individual design 
concept not available anywhere else. Our brochure explains how they work. If you decide to have a survey we can 
present the design options and you can see why older technology has been surpassed. 

♦ Low electricity requirement** ♦lO year guarantee 5 years on controls ♦Direct from the factory 
♦ No wholesalers or importers ♦We pass the savings to you ♦British made in Wiltshire 
♦ Own van delivery ♦Timed and thermostatically controlled 
♦ Features 'powerdown' see brochure for more details ♦Qualified electricians 
♦ Choice of colours and beautiful body styles ♦Slimline (only 80mm depth) 

♦ Real kiln clay heating for superb economy^Ethical sales - no pressure 
♦Written quotes - fixed pricing ♦Professionally surveyed ♦Patented British technology 


24 HOUR BROCHURE LINE: 0800158 8270 


Replacement Service 

As you can see from our qualifications (below), Sunflow can take the worry out of 
disposing old central heating systems. We offer the safe removal of gas, oil and Ipg systems. 

See information pack for details or call: 

0800158 8272 for a free survey 



S U N F L-H-W 





**based on 100 property study 


www.sunflowltd.co.uk 
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'Our house is falling' 
Greta Thunberg 
confronts EU leaders 
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Sanders on Fox News 

Leftwing senator is 
all right on the night 

O 


Page 38 

World 



Kt 0 - ILS . . ' 

[ m 


m-jap - \ \ 

C £ 

■1 11 Jl d 

rnawmm 

t ! SnBB 

fli 

C- Y 9 

!■ y a: 

I jfil ■w , - - - 





PHOTOGRAPH: ASHRAF 
SHAZLY/AFP/GETTY 


Singing out for change Sudanese demonstrators at a rally near the military headquarters 
in Khartoum yesterday calling for the transitional military council to be replaced with 
a civilian power. The council fired the country's three highest public prosecutors after 
protesters demanded an overhaul of the judiciary in a move towards civilian government. 


Bahrain draws international ire 
as 139 are jailed for 'terrorism' 


Bethan McKernan 

Middle East correspondent 


Bahrain was facing international con¬ 
demnation yesterday after 139 people 
were jailed - 69 for life - for terror¬ 
ism offences in one of the biggest mass 
trials in the country’s history. 

All but one had also had their cit¬ 
izenship revoked, said the public 
prosecutor, Ahmad al-Hammadi. 

Local media said the defendants 
were accused of building a cell called 
Bahraini Hezbollah, similar to the Leb¬ 
anese armed group funded by Iran, to 
sow discord in the Gulf kingdom. 

Some had trained in Iran, Lebanon 
and Iraq, “at the behest of Iranian 
regime leaders who ordered the Ira¬ 
nian Revolutionary Guards elements 
to unify the Bahrain-based terrorist 
elements to carry out their plots and 
acts of terrorism against Bahrain,” 
Hammadi said. 


Those tried were found guilty of 
training with and using illegal weap¬ 
ons and explosives, detonating bombs 
and attempted murder. Other sen¬ 
tences ranged from three to 10 years. 

All those jailed are believed to be 
members of the Sunni-ruled country’s 
Shia majority, which has long accused 
the kingdom of discriminating against 
them. Thirty defendants were acquit¬ 
ted, Hammadi said. A judicial source 
told Agence France-Presse that 58 of 
the defendants were tried in absentia. 

According to rights groups, Bahrain 
is increasingly using terrorism-related 
charges and the removal of citizen¬ 
ship to crack down on mostly peaceful 
political activists. Opposition mem¬ 
bers and rights activists have been 
jailed or have fled. Authorities have 
denied accusations of torture. 

Since new laws were introduced 
in 2012 after the previous year’s Arab 
spring protests, 990 people have had 
their Bahraini citizenship revoked 


-180 this year - and mass trials have 
become commonplace. 

In February, 167 people who were 
arrested in 2017 at a sit-in outside the 
home of Bahrain’s leading Shia cleric 
were sentenced to between six months 
and 10 years in prison. 

Last May, 115 people were stripped 
of their citizenship, with their sen¬ 
tences upheld in January. 

Last September, 169 people were 
also charged with being members of 
a terrorist cell the authorities called 
Bahraini Hezbollah. 

Sayed Ahmed Alwadaei, an advo¬ 
cacy director at the London-based 
Bahrain Institute for Rights and 
Democracy, said the ruling yesterday 


69 

Number jailed for life in the mass 
trial, which rights groups say is part 
of a crackdown on the Shia majority 


was the biggest single case of citizen¬ 
ship stripping since 2012 . 

“Today’s trial is a dark stain on 
Bahrain’s history and marks a tragic 
moment in the ongoing crackdown 
on civil liberties in Bahrain,” he told 
the Guardian. “Most ... of the men 
convicted seem to have had their cit¬ 
izenship revoked, rendering them 
stateless, and all appear to be from 
Bahrain’s Shia community. The una¬ 
bated revocation of citizenship sets 
a very dangerous precedent for the 
future of Bahraini society.” 

Amnesty International called 
the court’s decision a “mockery of 
justice”. Lynn Maalouf, the organi¬ 
sation’s Middle East research director, 
said: “Arbitrarily stripping people 
of their citizenship and rendering 
citizens stateless are blatant viola¬ 
tions of international law. Bahrain’s 
authorities must immediately stop 
relying on these unlawful measures 
as punishment.” 

It was not immediately clear 
whether the detainees stripped of Bah¬ 
raini citizenship would be deported, or 
where they could go. 

Since the 2011 pro-democracy 
uprising, there have been sporadic 
outbreaks of violence in the western- 
allied island state, which is home to 
the US navy’s fifth fleet. 


Russian court 
sentences 
Norwegian to 
14 years' jail on 
spying charges 


Marc Bennetts 

Moscow 


A court in Moscow has sentenced a 
Norwegian man to 14 years in a high- 
security prison after finding him guilty 
of spying on nuclear submarines. 

Frode Berg, 63, who served as a 
border guard on his country’s Arctic 
frontier with Russia, was arrested in 
Moscow in December 2017 , accused of 
gathering classified information about 
Russian nuclear submarines on behalf 
of Norwegian intelligence services. He 
was tried behind closed doors. 

Prosecutors said Berg was caught 
red-handed with naval documents 
provided to him by a former Russian 
police officer, Aleksey Zhitnyuk, who 
was sentenced to 13 years on treason 
charges in December. 

Berg denied the espionage charges 
but admitted to working as a courier 
for Norwegian intelligence. Berg’s law¬ 
yer, Ilya Novikov, said he would not 
appeal against the verdict but would 
request a pardon from Russia’s presi¬ 
dent, Vladimir Putin. 

“He’s been used without his knowl¬ 
edge,” Novikov told the AFP news 
agency. “He expects his government 
to undertake diplomatic efforts.” 

Asked last week about the possibil¬ 
ity of a pardon, Putin said: “We will 
take a look at what we can do with this 
depending on the court’s decision.” 

In his final statement, Berg said he 
regretted any damage to Norway’s rela¬ 
tions with Russia. Relations between 
the two soured after Russia’s seizure 
of Crimea from Ukraine in 2014. 

In September, Norway detained 
Mikhail Bochkarev, an employee of the 
Russian upper house of parliament, at 
Oslo airport. Norway said Bochkarev 
had been “acting suspiciously” during 
a conference at the Norwegian parlia¬ 
ment, which was later swept for bugs. 

Russia’s foreign ministry said it 
was an attempt to “blackmail” Mos¬ 
cow into releasing Berg. Erna Solberg, 
Norway’s prime minister, denied the 
arrest was political. Bochkarev was 
freed in October after an Oslo court 
ruled there was insufficient evidence 
to charge him. 



▲ Norwegian Frode Berg , convicted of 
spying , was tried behind closed doors 
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Egypt's MPs agree constitutional change 
that could keep Sisi in power until 2030 


Ruth Michaelson 

Cairo 


The Egyptian president, Abdel Fatah 
al-Sisi, has moved a step closer to 
extending his rule, after parliament 
approved sweeping constitutional 
amendments that could enable him 
to remain in power until 2030. 

The proposed changes lengthen 
presidential terms to six years instead 
of four, including Sisi’s current man¬ 
date. They also increase his control 
over the judiciary and emphasise the 
military’s role in politics. 

The approval triggered a swift 
national referendum to confirm the 
amendments, which also include the 
creation of a vice-presidential role and 
a 25% quota for female MPs, beginning 
on 22 April. 


The amendments have moved 
quickly through the Egyptian legisla¬ 
ture since they were first proposed in 
early February. Few MPs attempted 
to speak out against them, but those 
who did found their voices drowned 
out by a chorus of nationalist fervour. 

Some MPs in favour of the amend¬ 
ments raised Egyptian flags and played 
nationalist songs before the vote began 
yesterday. Three parties voted against 
some of the changes. 

“We believe that a president should 
not stay in power more than 10 years, 
because this means that he can stay for 
ever,” said Akmal Qortam of the Con¬ 
servative party. 

Sisi’s supporters say extending 
presidential terms will aid the coun¬ 
try’s stability, after he swept to power 
in a coup in 2013 and won an election 
with 97 % of the vote a year later. 



▲ Members of Egypt’s parliament at 
a debate on constitutional changes 


Following his re-election last year 
with 97 % of the vote, the next election 
will be in 2024 if the changes are con¬ 
firmed. But the parliamentary speaker, 
Ali Abdel Aal, suggested the consti¬ 
tution could face future revisions. 

Campaigns encouraging Egyptians 
to participate in the forthcoming refer¬ 
endum to confirm the changes began 


long before parliament announced 
the vote. Posters and banners urging 
citizens to vote yes cover the streets of 
Cairo, while Egyptian celebrities have 
gathered together in a video urging a 
high turnout. 

The country’s religious figures 
have also joined the effort. Moncef 
Suleiman, a representative from the 
Coptic Christian church in Egypt, 
declared that the church “supports 
the increase in the length of presiden¬ 
tial terms to six years”, while Grand 
Mufti Shawki Allam released a state¬ 
ment telling citizens that participating 
in the referendum was “a national and 
religious duty.” 

Public opposition was scarce, after 
the Civil Democratic Movement, set 
up to speak out against the amend¬ 
ments, said it had been prevented from 
campaigning and was denied a permit 


to demonstrate in front of parliament. 

The internet monitoring organi¬ 
sation NetBlocks revealed that the 
Egyptian government had blocked 
34,000 websites, including “technol¬ 
ogy startups, self-help websites [and] 
celebrity homepages”, in an attempt 
to prevent access to a single website 
created to gather signatures in oppo¬ 
sition to the changes. 

The campaign operating the web¬ 
site claimed to have gathered more 
than 250,000 signatures against the 
reforms. 

Mohamed Anwar al-Sadat, the 
nephew of the former president Anwar 
Sadat, head of the Reform and Devel¬ 
opment party and a member of the 
Civil Democratic Movement, said the 
amendments took Egypt back to a time 
before the 2011 revolution. 

“Since the legislative authority and 
the state institutions do not grasp the 
dangers of violating the constitution 
and tailoring specific articles to fit only 
the president, the Reform and Devel¬ 
opment party calls all Egyptians to 
reject the amendments,” Sadat said. 


Additional reporting Adham Youssef 



Egg shortage as 
New Zealand 
scrambles to 
go free-range 


Eleanor Ainge Roy 

Dunedin 


Amsterdam tourists sink last 
florist on floating flower market 


Daniel Boffey 


The last florist on Amsterdam’s famous 
floating flower market, known locally 
as the Bloemenmarkt, is shutting, 
blaming large groups of tourists and 
the changing nature of the historic 
city centre. 

Michael Saarloos, whose family 
began selling flowers on the market 


on the Singel canal in 1943 , said he was 
being drowned out by cheap stalls and 
tourism. 

The Bloemenmarkt, established in 
1862, is promoted by the Dutch tourist 
board as a “world famous attraction” 
within the Unesco listed canal-ring. 

Saarloos said he was selling up 
because the tourists hovering around 
his stall taking pictures made it diffi¬ 
cult to serve genuine clients. The 16 
stalls on the floating market are now 


dominated by those selling clogs, 
magnets, embryonic cannabis plants, 
wooden and plastic tulips as well as 
real bulbs. 

“I have had enough of all the tour¬ 
ists who ruin my trade,” Saarloos told 
the Dutch newspaper, De Trouw. “If 
they are here with a group, I can no 
longer serve my own customers.” 

Amsterdam has struggled to cope 
with the tourist boom with an esti¬ 
mated 18.5 million flocking to the city 
this year raising concerns about Dis- 
neyfication. By 2025, some 23 million 
visitors are expected. Local politicians 
have sought to clean up the city. Anti¬ 
social behaviour has been targeted 
with fines. Urinating in a canal can 


▲ Michael Saarloos at work on his 
stall: T have had enough of all the 
tourists who ruin my trade’ 

PHOTOGRAPH: PATRICK POST 

cost €140 (£ 121 ), as will disturbing the 
peace or dropping litter. Tourists are 
also being encouraged to visit other 
parts of the Netherlands. 

Saarloos, who is moving to 
Gasthuismolensteeg, 750 m from his 
traditional spot, accused Amsterdam 
central borough council of failing to 
enforce the rule that stipulates that 
only 25% of any stall can be used to 
sell non-plant related products. The 
council told De Trouw that his deci¬ 
sion was “very unfortunate indeed”. 


New Zealand is in the grip of an egg 
shortage as the industry undergoes 
a massive period of disruption while 
it transitions to free-range farming. 

The shortage has also been caused 
by an increased appetite for eggs, with 
New Zealanders consuming 230 eggs 
per person last year, compared with 
200 a decade ago. But the main prob¬ 
lem is farmers struggling to modify 
their operations and maintain output 
as the industry moves from cage to 
barn and free-range egg production. 

Over the past few years all New Zea¬ 
land’s large supermarket brands have 
committed to stop selling caged eggs 
by 2027, as have some maj or food ser¬ 
vice providers and fast-food chains 
such as McDonald’s and Burger King. 

The increased demand for barn and 
free-range eggs had caused occasional 
shortages in egg supply, said Nikhil 
Sawant, a spokesman for the super¬ 
market chain Countdown. 

“We’re working closely with our 
egg farmers as we all adjust to this 
increased demand, but there are 
unfortunately going to be shortages 
from time to time.” 

Michael Brooks, the executive direc¬ 
tor of the Poultry Industry Association 
of New Zealand, said supermarkets 
were struggling to get the volumes of 
eggs they required, as the nation’s hen 
flock had decreased from 4.2m birds in 
2018 to about 3.6m this year. 

The decrease comes as farmers are 
searching for new land and infrastruc¬ 
ture to build much larger free-range 
farming operations. 

Antoinette Laird, of Foodstuffs New 
Zealand, said customers were becom¬ 
ing increasingly concerned about 
animal welfare. 
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UK sought advice of 
dictatorships about 
dealing with leftists 


UkiGoni 

Buenos Aires 


British, West German and French intel¬ 
ligence agencies sought advice from 
South America’s bloody 1970 s dicta¬ 
torships on how to combat leftwing 
“subversion”, according to a newly 
declassified CIA document. 

The European intelligence services 
wanted to learn about Operation Con¬ 
dor, a secret programme in which 
the dictatorships of Argentina, Par¬ 
aguay, Uruguay, Chile, Bolivia, Peru 
and Ecuador conspired to kidnap and 
assassinate members of leftwing guer¬ 
rilla groups in each other’s territories. 

The conspiracy led to at least 100 
deaths in Argentina. And according to 
the CIA document dated 7 April 1978 , 
European spies were keen to find out 
how it worked. 

“Representatives of West Ger¬ 
man, French and British intelligence 
services had visited the Condor 
organisation secretariat in Buenos 
Aires during the month of September 
1977 in order to discuss methods for 
establishment of an anti-subversion 
organisation similar to Condor,” the 
CIA document said. 

“They emphasised, however, that 
if such an organisation were estab¬ 
lished [in Europe], all their operations 
against subversives would be closely 
coordinated so that the service of one 
country would not operate unilaterally 
in another country.” 

The document forms part of an 
astounding 47,000 pages of secret US 


47,000 

Number of pages of secret US files 
relating to Argentina’s 1976-83 
dictatorship released on Friday 


files relating to Argentina’s bloody 
1976-83 dictatorship that were released 
on Friday. Consisting mostly of CIA 
and FBI files, the previously unseen 
documents throw a sharp light on the 
dark operations of Argentina’s seven- 
year military regime and the methods 
they used to kill thousands of mostly 
young people.. 

A total of 977 former military offic¬ 
ers and collaborators are in jail for 
crimes relating to Argentina’s dicta¬ 
torship, according to the human rights 
prosecution office in Buenos Aires. 

One document spells out the first 
crude attempts by Argentina’s military 
to dispose of its victims after bodies 
washed up on the shores of neighbour¬ 
ing Uruguay in the second month of 
the dictatorship. 

“The government of Uruguay has 
been informed privately by Argentine 
authorities that eight of the 10 bodies 
found along the Uruguayan coast are 
the result of Argentine anti-terrorists 
operations,” a state department cable 
from May 1976 states. “The source said 
the bodies were jettisoned over the 
[River Plate] from Argentine helicop¬ 
ters after interrogations by Argentine 
authorities.” 

In another document, Robert Scher- 
rer, the FBI legal attache in Buenos 
Aires, reported to Washington in Octo¬ 
ber 1976 how the bodies of two Cuban 
security officers were disposed of. 
“Their bodies were cemented into one 
large storage drum and thrown into 
the Rio Lujan river,” Scherrer reported. 

The release of the documents fulfils 
a formal request made by Argentina in 
2016 , on the 40 th anniversary of the 
1976 military coup during a state visit 
by the then president, Barack Obama. 

It marks the end of the declassi¬ 
fication project for Argentina, after 
the release of two tranches during 
Obama’s administration. 


Ambulances get 
armed guards 
after gunmen 
kidnap patient 


David Agren 

Mexico City 


Police in an especially violent Mex¬ 
ican city have started providing armed 
escorts for Red Cross ambulances after 
armed men pulled a wounded man 
from an emergency vehicle. 

The Red Cross halted emergency 
services in the city of Salamanca in 
Guanajuato state after gunmen threat¬ 
ened paramedics attending a shootout. 
Service has since resumed, with police 
escorts in certain situations. 

“We’re all volunteers in this noble 
institution. We believe in its mission... 
but... we must care for our physical 


integrity. We, too, are parents, chil¬ 
dren and brothers,” a spokesman said. 

Drug cartel thugs have long shown 
disregard for medics - going so far as 
to burst into operating rooms to fin¬ 
ish off rivals. In a heroin-producing 
part of Guerrero state, thugs recently 
stopped an ambulance carrying an 
injured woman and shot her dead. 

The state of Guanajuato has become 
one of the most blood-soaked regions 
in the country thanks to violence 
between criminal gangs specialising in 
siphoning petrol from pipelines. On a 
single day in June 2018 , six traffic offic¬ 
ers were murdered in Salamanca, 180 
miles northwest of Mexico City. 

Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, 
Mexico’s president, announced a 
crackdown on fuel theft this year, pro¬ 
voking shortages at petrol stations in 
some states. He recently called his 
crackdown on fuel theft a success, 
but violence has surged since he took 
office last December. Government 
statistics show 8,524 homicide vic¬ 
tims in the first three months of 2019 
- an average of 95 per day. 


T Greta Thunberg during her speech 
to MEPs at a meeting of the European 
parliament’s environment committee 

PHOTOGRAPHS: AP; AFP/GETTY 




Spend more time on climate and 
less on Brexit, teenager tells EU 


Jennifer Rankin 

Strasbourg 


The teenage climate activist Greta 
Thunberg has chided EU leaders for 
holding three emergency summits on 
Brexit and none on climate change. 

In a clarion call to Europe’s politi¬ 
cal leaders, the founder of the school 
strike movement said if politicians 
were serious about tackling climate 
change they would not spend all their 
time “talking about taxes or Brexit”. 

She said politicians were failing to 
take enough action on climate change 
and the threats to the natural world. 

“Our house is falling apart and our 
leaders need to start acting accord¬ 
ingly because at the moment they are 
not,” the 16-year-old schoolgirl from 
Sweden told a standing-room-only 


meeting of MEPs and EU officials in 
Strasbourg. “If our house was fall¬ 
ing apart you wouldn’t hold three 
emergency Brexit summits and no 
emergency summit regarding the 
breakdown of the climate and the 
environment.” 

Greta’s 10-minute speech was inter¬ 
rupted by applause and ended with a 
30 -second standing ovation. As she 
spoke of a “sixth mass extinction” her 
voice faltered. “The extinction rate is 


'Our house is falling 
apart and leaders 
must act accordingly' 


Greta Thunberg 

Climate activist 


up to six times faster than what is con¬ 
sidered normal, with up to 200 species 
becoming extinct every single day,” 
she said. “Erosion of fertile topsoil, 
deforestation of the rainforest, toxic 
air pollution, loss of insects and wild¬ 
life, acidification of our oceans - these 
are all disastrous trends.” 

Greta had previously addressed the 
UN climate change summit in Poland 
and the World Economic Forum in 
Davos. And it was not the first time 
Greta had taken her uncompromis¬ 
ing message to the EU institutions. In 
February she told an audience the EU 
needed to double the ambition of its 
climate targets. 

Noting the imminent European 
elections and the fact that her gener¬ 
ation could not vote, Greta urged MEPs 
at a special meeting of the European 
parliament’s environment committee 
to listen to scientists and the millions 
of children who had taken part in 
school strikes. “In this election you 
vote for the future living conditions 
of humankind,” she said. “It is still not 
too late to act.” 













































The Guardian Wednesday 17 April 2019 



World 

United States 


Sanders turns table on Fox as his 
policies draw audience support 


Tom McCarthy 

New York 


Bernie Sanders basked in plaudits 
yesterday as the Democratic senator 
turned a potentially perilous “town 
hall” event organised by Rupert Mur¬ 
doch’s Fox News into a triumph. 

The invitation was contentious. 
And if embarrassing Sanders, an early 
frontrunner for the 2020 Democratic 
presidential nomination was Fox’s 
aspiration, that was not how events 
transpired. 

At every turn the audience clapped 
and cheered, supportive of the can¬ 
didate’s prescriptions for universal 
healthcare, a humane approach to 
immigration and the rejection of cli¬ 
mate change denialism. 

The event at the SteelStacks audi¬ 
torium in Bethlehem, with the extinct 


blast furnaces of Bethlehem Steel as a 
backdrop, drew a large crowd of Sand¬ 
ers supporters, who queued for hours 
to gain admission. 

Onstage, the setup looked poten¬ 
tially hostile for Sanders, with the 
Fox News hosts Bret Baier and Martha 
MacCallum asking the questions and 
seeking to pin the democratic social¬ 
ist down. But Sanders, with the help 
of the sympathetic audience, turned 
the event into what at times seemed 
like a commercial for his candidacy, 
broadcast free to potentially millions 
of Fox viewers. 

During one exchange, Baier asked 
for “a show of hands of how many 
people get their insurance from work, 
private insurance, right now?” Baier 
continued: “Now of those, how many 
are willing to transition to what the 
senator says, a government-run sys¬ 
tem?” Nearly every hand was raised. 


There was more loud applause as 
Sanders said: “I believe that health¬ 
care is a human right, not a privilege. 
OK?... We don’t need to demonise 
immigrants... We have got as a nation 
to reject Trump’s idea that climate 
change is a hoax.” 

Another striking moment occurred 
as Sanders supported Representative 
Ilhan Omar, the target of criticism from 
Trump and the right over comments 


7 believe healthcare 
is a human right, not 
a privilege. OK? We 
shouldn't demonise 
immigrants' 

Bernie Sanders 

US presidential candidate 


she made about the September 11 
attacks. “I support a Muslim mem¬ 
ber of Congress not to be attacked 
every single day in outrageous racist 
remarks,” Sanders said. 

Earlier, the senator released a dec¬ 
ade of his tax returns, showing his 
family made $566,000 (£ 435 , 000 ) in 
2018. The move heaped further pres¬ 
sure on the president to release his 
long-awaited tax returns. 

Sanders reported he paid $ 137,573 in 
federal taxes in 2018 and owed $8,267 
in taxes for the year. Sanders and his 
wife, Jane Sanders, paid a 26% effec¬ 
tive tax rate on his adjusted gross 
income. The couple reported donat¬ 
ing $ 18,950 to charity, or 3.2%. 

His income rose in 2016 , when he 
ran for president, from $240,622 in 
2015 to $ 1 , 073,333 a year later. Sand¬ 
ers said most of that - $382,920 - came 
from writing and royalties, including 
his book Where We Go from Here. 
“Anyone who thinks I should apolo¬ 
gise for writing a bestselling book, I’m 
sorry, I’m not going to do it,” he said. 

A fellow Democratic candidate, 
Beto O’Rourke, also released 10 
years of tax returns. He and his wife 
paid $ 81,000 in taxes on $366,000 of 
income in 2017. 


► Democratic 
senator Bernie 
Sanders greets 
the audience 
for the Fox News 
‘town hall’-style 
programme 

PHOTOGRAPH: 

MATT ROURKE/AP 



Trump probe intensified with 
subpoenas for Deutsche Bank 


Ed Pilkington 

New York 


Two House of Representatives 
committees have stepped up their 
investigation of Donald Trump’s 
business operations by issuing sub¬ 
poenas for a range of documents from 
the institution that has long been his 
main financial prop, Deutsche Bank. 

The move comes from the 


intelligence and financial services 
committees, both of which have been 
controlled by the Democratic party 
since January. 

Maxine Waters, who heads the 
financial services committee, said 
the investigation was exploring “the 
use of the US financial system for illicit 
purposes”, including the potential 
involvement “of the president and 
his associates”. 

The intelligence committee’s 


chairman, Adam Schiff, said sub¬ 
poenas had been sent to financial 
institutions, including Deutsche 
Bank, which he emphasised was 
cooperating. 

The new subpoenas, first reported 
by the New York Times, come as 
Washington is braced for the release 
tomorrow of a redacted version of the 
Mueller report into Russian interfer¬ 
ence in the 2016 presidential election. 
On the back of a four-page summary 
written by his handpicked attorney 
general, William Barr, Trump has 
claimed he has been “exonerated” of 
any wrongdoing. 

But he still faces political peril when 
Robert Mueller’s entire report comes 


out, redactions notwithstanding. And 
as the actions of the two committees 
show, Democrats in the House remain 
determined to hold the president to 
account over his financial dealings. 

Deutsche Bank has been increas¬ 
ingly identified by congressional 
investigators as a possible vulnerabil¬ 
ity for Trump. After the bankruptcies 
of some of his companies in the 1990 s 
Trump was shunned by many US lend¬ 
ers and turned to the German bank 
for help. 

Over the years he has borrowed 
more than $ 2 bn from the institution. 
The Trump Organization is believed 
to have about $ 300 m in loans still 
outstanding. 


'Gardening 
while black' 
accuser hires 
alt-right lawyer 


Tom Perkins 

Detroit 


A white Detroit woman being sued by 
a black man in a high-profile case for 
repeatedly fabricating charges against 
him to police has hired a lawyer who 
represented white supremacist lead¬ 
ers such as Richard Spencer. 

The case, whose victim said he was 
merely guilty of “gardening while 
black”, generated headlines around 
the country as another example of 
black Americans encountering racism 
for carrying out everyday activities. 

Deborah Nash is being represented 
by Kyle Bristow, a self-proclaimed alt- 
right attorney who in 2018 brought 
legal challenges against universities 
that denied Spencer permission to 
speak on campus. 

Nash and two other white women 
wrongly accused Marc Peeples, a black 
urban farmer, of brandishing a gun, 
participating in a drive-by shoot¬ 
ing and being a paedophile, which 
eventually led to Peeples’s arrest. A 
judge tossed out the criminal case in 
October, calling it “ridiculous” and 
“disgusting”. 

Peeples is seeking $300,000 
(£223,000) in damages. He and his 
attorney, Robert Burton-Harris, allege 
the women “knowingly fabricated 
all of [their] allegations” and “acted 
intentionally and concertedly” to 
cause economic harm and emotional 
distress. “Pm not surprised that Ms 
Nash hired Kyle to represent her in this 
matter,” Burton-Harris said. 

Bristow has a record of race-related 
cases in the US. After putting pressure 
on Michigan State University to allow 
Spencer to speak there in March 2018 , 
Bristow’s now-disbanded alt-right 
group, the Foundation for the Mar¬ 
ketplace of Ideas (FMI), organised a 
weekend-long conference that hosted 
Spencer and other white nationalist 
leaders ahead of the MSU event. The 
conference was cancelled after local 
media revealed its secret location. 

FMI documents describe Bristow 
as “one of the Alt-Right’s most vicious 
attack dogs”. 

As a student at MSU, he organised a 
“catch an illegal immigrant day” that 
was eventually cancelled and led a 
“straight power” rally. 



▲ Marc Peebles is suing a woman over 
fabricated charges made against him 
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T Protesters at a Palm Sunday mass 
in Esquipulas, a year after the civil 
uprising in Nicaragua started 
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Battle for Nicaragua 
Ortega is clinging to power, but 
is he vulnerable on the streets? 


Toby Stirling Hill 


J uana Lesarge’s three 
sons had packed their 
bags and borrowed 
$300 for their escape 
when police and hooded 
gunmen surrounded their 
grandmother’s home in the region of 
Carazo on Nicaragua’s Pacific coast. 

“They were preparing to flee the 
country,” said Lesarge, 48. “At that 
time everyone was trying to get 
out. We knew our children were in 
danger. The dictator had ordered his 
forces to kill.” 

The crackdown in Carazo was 
part of a nationwide operation 
geared towards crushing the protest 
movement that engulfed Nicaragua 
a year ago. Demonstrations broke 
out on 18 April, prompted by fiscal 
reforms slashing social security. 
Fuelled by a lethal police response, 
they spread across the country, 
flaring up into a nationwide civil 
uprising demanding the resignation 
of the president, Daniel Ortega. 

Lesarge’s sons, all musicians, 
wrote songs praising the revolt. 

As protests intensified, they 
helped establish roadblocks on the 



A Daniel Ortega, the president, is 
increasingly isolated internationally 



highway cutting through Carazo 
to pressure the government into 
making concessions. But Ortega was 
determined to yield no ground. 

With protests too widespread 
for police to control, and the army 
officially neutral, he assembled 
gangs of gunmen drawn from the 
ranks of party loyalists. Working 
with police, they swept towns and 
cities, spreading terror with an 


arsenal of military-grade weapons. 
On 8 July, they turned their attention 
to Carazo. It would prove to be the 
bloodiest day in the whole crisis. 

“They came dressed in black with 
hoods over their faces and guns 
in their hands,” Lesarge recalls. 
“People ran to hide in their houses 
and peered through the windows, 
scared to be seen but desperate to 
know what was happening to their 


A Anti-government demonstrations have continued despite a crackdown, 
with more than 600 protesters held in jail photograph: oswaldo rivas/reuters 


children and grandchildren.” The 
assault left 35 dead, including two 
police officers. 

Lesarge’s sons survived and hid in 
their grandmother’s house. But they 
were tracked by state forces, who 
smashed the front door, beat them 
to the floor, put guns to their heads, 
and dragged them off to prison. 

Now, a year since protests began, 
Ortega retains a firm grip on power. 
But he presides over a country 
sliding towards social and economic 
meltdown. 

Between 325 and 535 people were 
killed as government forces crushed 
the protests. Eighty thousand 
Nicaraguans fled into exile. 
Hundreds of doctors were dismissed 
for disobeying orders to discriminate 
against protesters, debilitating the 
country’s health system. 

A growing tourism industry 
that contributed 6 % of GDP in 2017 
has atrophied. Lesarge’s sons are 
among more than 600 protesters 
languishing in jail, where ex-inmates 
report widespread use of torture. 

“As punishment, they tied our 
hands and feet behind our backs 
and cut our circulation until our 
arms and legs were inflamed,” said 
Levis Artola, a student activist who 
was released in March. Others have 



If Ortega doesn't 
want to end like 
Maduro, he must 
meaningfully engage 
to resolve this crisis' 

Azahalea Solis 

Lawyer and feminist leader 


described acid baths, electric shocks 
and asphyxiation with plastic bags. 

Nicaragua’s economy contracted 
4 % last year, its worst performance 
since the civil war of the 1980s. 

This year is predicted to be worse 
still, with economists forecasting a 
downswing of between 7% and 11% 

- unparalleled anywhere in Latin 
America save Venezuela. 

“This deterioration creates 
serious problems for Ortega, as 
there are economic interests within 
the Sandinista support base, as 
well as the army, who expect their 
privileges to be protected,” said the 
economist Mario Arana. 

Ortega is increasingly isolated 
internationally. The US has 
already sanctioned senior officials, 
including the vice-president - and 
Ortega’s wife - Rosario Murillo. The 
Organisation of American States has 
begun proceedings to invoke the 
democratic charter, which would 
restrict the government’s access 
to regional funds. The European 
parliament has called for sanctions 
on “individuals responsible for 
human rights abuses”. 

“The threat of sanctions has 
great potential to influence the 
government, because it is in essence 
an oligarchy concerned with its 
personal interests,” said Azahalea 
Solis, a lawyer. “If Ortega doesn’t 
want to end like Maduro, governing 
over ashes, he must meaningfully 
engage to resolve this crisis.” 

In February the government 
agreed to meet civil society leaders, 
who insisted on the release of 
political prisoners as a condition 
for talks. Many protesters were 
sentenced to decades in prison in 
trials dismissed as “completely 
biased” by Claudia Paz y Paz, Central 
America director at the Centre for 
Justice and International Law. 

“Nicaragua’s judicial system has 
been deployed as another piece 
in the government’s repressive 
strategy,” she said. 

In March, the government 
committed to free them within 90 
days. But only a trickle have since 
been released. The negotiations 
broke down altogether at the 
start of April, foundering on the 
government’s refusal to bring 
forward elections. 

With no sign of further talks, the 
opposition has called for a return to 
the streets, with “flash mob”style 
protests, deploying the power of 
social media. The streets, they 
believe are where Ortega seems most 
vulnerable. “I don’t believe in the 
goodwill of the government,” said 
Jesus Teffel, from the opposition 
Blue and White National Unity 
coalition. “Any concessions will only 
be made because we’ve left them 
with no better option. We can take 
the streets again.” 
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Financial 


Central bankers warn of the threat 
of climate change to global stability 


Richard Partington 

Economics correspondent 


The global financial system faces an 
existential threat from climate change 
and must take urgent steps to reform, 
the governors of the Bank of England 
and French central bank have warned, 
writing in the Guardian today. 

Writing in an open letter to the inter¬ 
national financial community, Mark 
Carney, the Bank’s governor, and Fran¬ 
cois Villeroy de Galhau, the governor 
of the Banque de France, said regula¬ 
tors, banks and insurers had to “raise 
the bar” to avoid catastrophe. They 
said: “As financial policymakers and 
prudential supervisors we cannot 
ignore the obvious physical and tran¬ 
sition risks before our eyes. 

“Climate change is a global problem, 


which requires global solutions, in 
which the whole financial sector has 
a central role to play.” 

The warning comes amid rising con¬ 
cern over the impact of climate change 
and need for urgent action, reflected 
in the Extinction Rebellion protests 
and schoolchildren’s strikes across 
the world. 

The heads of two of the world’s 
most influential central banks urged 
other financial regulators to carry out 
climate change stress tests to spot any 
risks in the system, while calling for 
more collaboration between nations. 

They warned that a “massive 
reallocation of capital” was necessary 
to prevent global warming above the 
2 C maximum target set by the Paris 
climate agreement, with the banking 
system required to play a pivotal role. 

“If some companies and industries 


fail to adjust to this new world, they 
will fail to exist,” Carney and De 
Galhau said. 

Climate change poses significant 
risks to banks and insurers from rising 
instances of catastrophic weather- 
related events, such as heatwaves, 
draughts and floods, which could land 
them with significant losses. 

There are also risks for financial 
firms from the economy adapting to 
climate change. Banks that have lent to 
companies reliant on fossil fuels would 
run the risk of steep losses. 

Carney has previously warned 
that plunging sales of diesel cars, 
due to new vehicle emissions tests 
and changes in the tax system, which 
have had knock-on effects for manu¬ 
facturers and the wider economy, are 
an example of this in action. 

Banks could find they have stranded 


If companies and 
industriesfail to 
adjust to this world , 
they will fail to exist' 


Open letter from central 
bank governors 


assets that turn out to be worthless, if 
they are reliant on burning fossil fuels. 
Threadneedle Street has said as much 
as $ 20 tn (£l 5 . 3 tn) of assets could be 
wiped out by climate change if things 
carry on as they are. 

The open letter from Carney and 
De Galhau accompanies the launch 
of a new report from the Network for 
Greening the Financial System (NGFS), 


an international group of central banks 
and financial regulators, outlining the 
steps necessary for financiers to tackle 
climate change. 

Global warming has typically been 
of secondary concern to central bank¬ 
ers since the 2008 financial crisis, as 
they grappled with the immediate 
threat of banking failures. However, 
there is growing recognition that 
action is needed to fight the risks 
posed by climate change. 

Although they have received praise 
for advancing the debate around cli¬ 
mate change, Carney, central bankers 
and financiers have faced criticism 
for relying on the banking industry 
to reform itself without the need for 
tougher regulation. 

Frank van Ler ven, senior economist 
at the New Economics Foundation 
thinktank, said: “Central banks across 
the world, and in the UK, have done a 
very good j ob of identifying the prob¬ 
lem. The question is whether they 
have the right balance between being 
thought leaders on this issue and iden¬ 
tifying problems, and taking action.” 


Journal Mark Carney, Francois 
Villeroy de Galhau and Frank 
Elderson Page 4 -> 


JD Sports beats 
retail gloom 
with soaring 
shares on 15% 
rise in profits 


Angela Monaghan 


Shares in JD Sports soared to a record 
high yesterday as the retailer unveiled 
a leap in profits despite the gloom on 
Britain’s struggling high streets. 

Profits jumped 15% to £ 340 m and 
like-for-like sales - which exclude 
gains from new shopfloor space - 
were up 6 % in the year to 2 February, 
making JD a standout performer at a 
time when some of the biggest names 
in retail are being forced to close stores 
amid rising costs and a shift to online 
spending. 

The shares climbed more than 8 % to 
a record high of 576 p, compared with 
three years ago when they were chang¬ 
ing hands at 246 p. 

With a market value of more than 
£ 5 . 5 bn, JD Sports now dwarfs its rival 
Sports Direct, which is valued at about 
£l. 6 bn. It is also more valuable than 
Marks & Spencer at £ 4 . 5 bn, and could 
be promoted to the FTSE 100 at the 
next quarterly reshuffle. 

The retailer, which also owns the 
outdoor brands Blacks and Go Out¬ 
doors and is expanding overseas, is 
benefiting from the athleisure trend, 
with people wearing sportswear as 
fashion and not just for sport. 

The group’s executive chairman, 
Peter Cowgill, said JD had also gained 



A JD Sports 
has benefited 
from the trend 
for athleisure 
clothing and 
chunky footwear 
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from the popularity of chunky foot¬ 
wear, particularly among women, a 
trend driven by celebrities such as the 
American model and entrepreneur 
Kylie Jenner. 

Last year JD Sports paid £ 400 m for 
Finish Line, one of the biggest sports 
footwear and clothing retailers in 
the US. It has already converted four 


Finish Line stores to JD stores, and has 
opened a new one in a shopping centre 
in Houston. 

Russ Mould, the investment direc¬ 
tor at AJ Bell, said: “JD is living proof 
that parts of the retail sector are alive 
and well. Sales continue to soar as it 
has found the perfect ingredients to 
keep the tills ringing. 


“It is offering exclusive products 
and staying abreast of constantly 
changing fashion trends.” 

JD Sports is also in the process of 
buying Footasylum, the struggling 
footwear and hoodie chain, for £ 90 m. 
It said Footasylum was a complemen¬ 
tary business for it, targeting a slightly 
older customer. 
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Wages growth hits 10-year 
peak as employers favour 
staffing over investment 


The strength 
of the UK jobs 
market is not 


as simple as 
it seems 

T here is a simple 

explanation for the 
continued strength 
of the UK jobs market. 
Firms are reluctant 
to invest because 
acute Brexit uncertainty means it 
is nigh on impossible to forecast 
demand. Rather than be left with 
a bit of unwanted and expensive 
kit on their hands, businesses have 
taken on more workers instead. 

That all seems to make perfect 
sense. Britain has a reputation for 
a flexible labour market, so forms 
can easily take on staff to meet 
surges in demand knowing that 
they can get shot of them later. 

But if firms were really taking 
on more staff as a result of 
Brexit jitters, there would be 
an increase in part-time work 
and self-employment. Instead, 
data from the Office for National 
Statistics shows that in the year 
to February, there was a 473,000 
increase in the number working 
full-time and a 15,000 drop in the 
number working part-time. There 
was a 100,000 rise in full-time 
self-employed workers, while the 
number of part-timers fell. 

Nor is there evidence of a big 
switch to the hiring of temporary 
workers in the three months to 
February - a period when Brexit 
uncertainty was growing. The 
179,000 increase in employment 
included 138,000 full-timers. Self- 
employment was down by 23,000. 

As the employment expert John 
Philpott has noted, the tendency 


for the UK economy to become 
more labour-intensive predates 
Brexit and helps explain the UK’s 
dismal productivity record since the 
financial crisis. Indeed, Theresa May 
is not the first prime minister faced 
with the challenge of overcoming 
British companies’ aversion to 
investing. Harold Wilson and Ted 
Heath grappled with the same 
problem in the 1960s and 70s. 

For decades, the critique has 
been the same: a big productivity 
gap with rival countries is the result 
of low pay, inadequate training, 
clapped out machinery and endemic 
short-termism. High levels of 
employment are the flipside of that. 

Reasons to be frank 

Warren Buffett is one of the world’s 
richest men. His wealth is estimated 
to be over $ 8 obn (£ 6 lbn). But 
according to accounts filed with 
the US Securities and Exchange 
Commission, the company he runs - 
Berkshire Hathaway - is the epitome 
of fairness because Buffett earns just 
seven times the median salary. 

Buffett’s net worth has nothing to 
do with his basic salary, of course, 
which has remained at $100,000 
a year for more than a quarter of a 
century - it comes from the rising 
value of his investments. All of 
which shows the danger of reading 
too much into the details of reports 
now being lodged with the SEC. 

Even so, the exercise is 
important. Transparency about 
pay gaps is a good thing. For too 
long, chief executives have brushed 
aside demands for them to come 
clean. Second, the first set of annual 
reports will act as a benchmark 
against which to judge what 
happens to pay in coming years. 

Finally, it will inform an already 
lively political debate. Previous 
research has shown that the CEOs 
of the top 350 US firms earned more 
than 300 times the wages of the 
average worker in 2017, compared 
with a ratio of 20 to 1 in the mid 
1960s - yet the US economy is 
growing more slowly. Those workers 
are now asking some pointed 
questions - and rightly so. 


Richard Partington 


Pay growth in Britain has risen at its 
fastest rate in more than a decade, as 
companies keep hiring staff despite 
growing fears over Brexit. 

Average weekly earnings, includ¬ 
ing bonuses, were 3 - 5 % higher in the 
three months to February than they 
were in the same period a year earlier, 
according to the Office for National Sta¬ 
tistics (ONS). This matches the rate 
recorded in the three months to Jan¬ 
uary and is the j oint highest level since 
mid-2008. 

Basic pay increased by 3 - 4 % on the 
year, down from an upwardly revised 
3 . 5 % in the three months to January, 
although it was still at the highest level 
in a decade. 

Companies hired 179,000 work¬ 
ers, mostly women, keeping the UK’s 
record level of employment at 32.7 mil¬ 
lion. Unemployment remained at its 
lowest level since the mid- 70 s - 3 - 9 %. 

Britain’s jobs market has been 
unexpectedly resilient to the political 
turmoil over Brexit, despite warnings 
that crashing out of the EU without a 
deal would trigger j ob losses across the 
country and an immediate recession. 

Economists believe companies 


have hired workers to meet demand, 
rather than invest in productivity¬ 
boosting technology, because of the 
lack of clarity over the future. Business 
investment in the economy dropped 
in every quarter of 2018 - a first since 
the financial crisis of 2008. 

Howard Archer, the chief eco¬ 
nomic adviser to the EY Item Club, 
said: “Employment growth is likely 
being lifted by businesses preferring 
to employ rather than commit to 
investment given current height¬ 
ened uncertainties and the fact that 
employment is relatively low cost 
and easier to reverse if business 
subsequently stalls.” 

The strength of the j obs market has 



◄ It is thought firms are hiring workers 
rather than investing in technology 
as a result of Brexit uncertainty 
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helped workers start to repair their 
finances after a decade of lost pay 
growth. However, average pay is still 
below the pre-downturn peak. 

Frances O’Grady, the head of the 
Trades Union Congress, said: “This 
modest pay growth is doing little for 
workers still feeling the effects of the 
longest pay squeeze for 200 years.” 

Inflation has also eased, helping 
households rebuild their purchas¬ 
ing power, as pay rises faster than the 
cost of living - benefiting the wider 
economy. 

Real wages have grown by 1.6% on 
the year, according to the ONS. 

The Resolution Foundation think- 
tank said real wage growth had 
reached the levels recorded before 
the Brexit vote in 2016 , which caused 
a spike in inflation with a drop in the 
value of the pound. However, it said 
the post-referendum pay slump had 
left British workers £12 a week poorer. 

Stephen Clarke, a senior economic 
analyst at the foundation, said: “This 
mini pay recovery is encouraging, but 
it is likely to be tested in the coming 
months as inflation is expected to start 
rising again.” 

The acceleration in earnings growth 
- a sign the economy is running at full 
capacity - would normally prompt the 
Bank of England to raise interest rates. 
However, the risk of no-deal Brexit at 
the end of October remains, which 
could stop Threadneedle Street from 
acting any time soon. 

Economists warned that the 
strength of the jobs market could 
deteriorate as a growing number of 
employers adopt a “wait and see” 
approach because of heightened 
uncertainties over Brexit, with MPs 
yet to break the impasse over leaving 
theEU. 

Also, the j obs figures cover a period 
just before the escalation of the Brexit 
crisis in parliament. 

Alok Sharma, the employment 
minister, said: “The UK jobs mar¬ 
ket continues to go from strength to 
strength, proving the underlying resil¬ 
ience of the British economy. 

“But we must not take this for 
granted. We need to work urgently to 
get behind a Brexit deal that protects 
this jobs record and gives employers 
the certainty to continue to invest.” 



Lake Garda 
Venice & Verona 




8 days 
half-board 
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departs up to 
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Huawei says US ban 
on its technology is 
driven by 'ignorance' 


Rupert Neate 

Shenzhen 


Huawei bosses have accused the US 
government of being “ignorant of 
technology” and belittling national 
security concerns with unsubstanti¬ 
ated claims the company is an arm of 
the Chinese state and that its mobile 
network can be used to spy on west¬ 
ern governments. 

John Suffolk, Huawei’s chief secu¬ 
rity officer and the UK government’s 
former chief IT adviser, said US politi¬ 
cians had not produced any evidence 
to back up claims that Huawei’s forth¬ 
coming 5G mobile technology could 


be hacked by Chinese spies to eaves¬ 
drop on sensitive phone calls - or even 
kill targets by crashing driverless cars. 

Suffolk, who was one of the high¬ 
est-paid British civil servants before he 
left for Huawei in 2011 , said America’s 
allegations were motivated by politics 
and “certainly not security” concerns. 

“[The US] can’t keep saying [Hua¬ 
wei] has got some dodgy technology. 
[Edward] Snowden revealed all kind of 
things going on with American tech¬ 
nology,” he said. “No one has revealed 
anything that we do [is bad]. 

“They [the US] are belittling 
national security - national secu¬ 
rity is important and they shouldn’t 
belittle it. They should face up to the 


reality that technology is complicated 
and should work together to solve the 
problems that we can.” 

Peter Zhou, the Huawei executive in 
charge of rolling out 5G, which could 
be up to 100 times faster than 4G, said 
US politicians and officials were “igno¬ 
rant of technology” and he often had to 
“explain it to them like I do to my kids”. 

Suffolk said he had realised he was 
never going to convince US politicians 
Huawei technology is not accessible to 
the Chinese state. 

“Whether it is because they gen¬ 
uinely believe Huawei are terrible 
people or China is a terrible country, 
[I] don’t know,” he said at an indus¬ 
try conference in Shenzhen yesterday. 

“All we can do is say: ‘Guys, if you 
want to come and look, come and look. 
If you want to come and test, come and 
test. If you want to do verification, you 
are more than welcome to. We don’t 
believe there is much more we can do.” 

The US government has banned 
Huawei from American mobile net¬ 
works and is calling on all its allies, 
including the UK, Europe and Aus¬ 
tralia, to avoid Huawei technology in 
the rollout of ultrafast 5G. 

Last month, the UK raised serious 


concerns about Huawei software secu¬ 
rity but found no evidence of Chinese 
state influence. Huawei is not banned 
in the UK. Australia has banned the 
company from bidding for work on its 
5G network. 

Mike Pompeo, the US secretary 
of state, recently told western allies 
the US would stop sharing informa¬ 
tion with them if they used Huawei 
technology. This week the president 
of Chile cancelled a visit to Huawei’s 
headquarters on Pompeo’s advice. 

Suffolk said: “China is just another 
country: it has a different value sys¬ 
tem, a different political system, but 


‘We're a Chinese 
company... but being 
a Chinese company 
means that in some 
quarters the spotlight 
will always be on you' 


John Suffolk 

Security chief, Huawei 


they’re just people like you or I. What is 
the real fear? Is it because it’s China or 
because the technology is better [than 
America’s]? 

“The reality is we’re a Chinese com¬ 
pany, our founder is Chinese - that’s 
not his fault,” Suffolk said. “We’re very 
proud to be a Chinese company, but 
being a Chinese company means that 
in some quarters the spotlight will 
always be on you, and there’s noth¬ 
ing you can do about it. 

“America says it wants open com¬ 
petition but then says: ‘Huawei, you 
can’t work in America - you’re banned.’ 
My belief is America should face up 
to competition, it should face up to 
competition because American citi¬ 
zens will benefit.” 

Suffolk said that to claim the ban 
was based on legitimate security 
concerns was absurd. “Pm waiting 
for Mike to come back and say we’ve 
banned the trouser belt from being 
made in China because it’s a national 
security risk and armies can’t fight 
with trousers round their ankles.” 


Huawei paid for the Guardian 
journalist’s flights to attend the 
Shenzhen conference 



Lufthansa hits turbulence with 
loss of € 336 m in first quarter 


GwynTopham 

Transport correspondent 


Lufthansa has become the latest Euro¬ 
pean airline to reveal that it is suffering 
financial turbulence, saying it will 
make a € 336 m (£ 290 m) loss for the 
first quarter of this year. 

The German group said a combi¬ 
nation of excess seat capacity across 


the industry and rising fuel prices had 
hit its earnings, turning the €52m profit 
it made for the same period last year 
into an unexpectedly high negative. 

Its latest guidance added a fur¬ 
ther €l 50 m to the loss that Lufthansa 
forecast last month when announcing 
full-year results. 

Lufthansa’s quarterly jet fuel bills 
alone have risen by € 202 m in a year. 

Although overall revenues rose by 


3 % to almost € 8 bn in the first three 
months of 2019, its income per passen¬ 
ger dropped, with more planes in the 
air across Europe driving down fares 
on its short- and medium-haul flights. 

The losses at the group, which 
includes Swiss, Austrian Airlines 
and Eurowings as well as the German 
national carrier, follows a profit warn¬ 
ing from easyJet, which said earlier 
this month that it expected profits 
for 2019 to be hit by falling demand. 
It blamed economic uncertainty and 
fears over a no-deal Brexit for deter¬ 
ring passengers from booking. 

Ryanair also issued two profit warn¬ 
ings over the winter, highlighting 


▲ Lufthansa said excess seat capacity 
across the airline industry and rising 
fuel prices had reduced its earnings 
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overcapacity in the market as fares 
stayed lower than anticipated. 

In mitigation, Lufthansa said its ail¬ 
ing winter figures compared with an 
unusually strong start to 2018 , when 
it was boosted by the collapse of its 
domestic competitor, Air Berlin. 

It expects full-year profits to be in 
line with guidance, with ticket sales 
strong. Its chief financial officer, Ulrik 
Svensson, said: “We’re seeing good 
booking levels for the quarter ahead.” 


MP says Asda is 
short-changing 
3,000 staff with 
new contracts 


Staff and agencies 


Asda has been accused of short-chang¬ 
ing 3,000 supermarket staff under 
proposed changes to contracts that 
would see the end of paid breaks. 

The supermarket said last week that 
consultations were taking place to sim¬ 
plify terms for hourly paid workers and 
to increase the basic rate of pay to £9 an 
hour. But Siobhain McDonagh, the MP 
for Mitcham and Morden, claimed in a 
letter to Asda’s chief executive, Roger 
Burnley, that staff involved could lose 
up to £500 a year. 

The loss of paid breaks, an end to 
premium pay and shorter night shifts 
would hit staff wages, the Labour MP 
said after a meeting with Asda. 

About 2,700 staff would lose up to 
£500 a year, with a further 300 even 
harder hit, she claimed in the letter, 
which she tweeted in full yesterday. 

She wrote: “For these staff, £500 is 
a huge amount and would have a sig¬ 
nificant impact on their livelihoods. I 
welcome any increase in basic hourly 
pay - but this must not be used to dis¬ 
guise a significant pay cut for 3,000 of 
your most longstanding staff.” 

In response, Burnley said: “As our 
customers change the way they shop, 
we need the flexibility to change with 
them to remain competitive. 50,000 
of our colleagues are already on this 
contract. In the interests of fairness 
and flexibility we need all colleagues 
to be on the same terms. In return, we 
propose to increase the take-home pay 
of over 100,000 colleagues.” 

Asda’s prospective merger partner 
Sainsbury’s made similar changes to 
its contracts last year, eliminating paid 
breaks but upping the base level of pay. 
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Society 


Christina Blacklaws 
Why the 'masculine shape 
of the law' needs to change 


Law Society president 
on how to get more 
women into senior roles 
in the legal profession 


Owen Bowcott 


S ince the Law Society 
appointed its first 
president in 1841, only 
five have been women. 
Ensuring the next 169 are 
female lawyers, Christina 
Blacklaws suggests mischievously, 
would even the score. 

As the 174 th president of the 
organisation that represents 
solicitors in England and Wales, the 
prominent family lawyer has made 
the cause of improving the gender 
balance within the male-dominated 
legal profession one of her priorities. 

Since 2014 , more than 60 % of 
new solicitors each year have been 
women, yet only 50.2% of practising 
solicitors in England and Wales are 
female. In law firms, just 30.8% of 
partners are women. In the UK’s 
supreme court, a quarter of judges 
may now be female, but women 
make up only 15.8% of barristers. 

Blacklaws commissioned a series 
of roundtable meetings, surveys 
and detailed reports, which showed 
that unconscious bias in recruitment 
and work allocation was the most 
widely identified barrier to equality, 
followed by unacceptable work-life 
balances. 

“The lack of career progression 
is not only [due to the absence of] 
childcare,” Blacklaws observes. 

“In some of the larger law firms, 
the percentage of women in equity 
partnerships is [only] 11 % or 12 %. 
These are sticky figures. Not 
changing. It’s deplorable and it’s a 
significant worry. There should be 
more women than men [given the 
profession’s intake]. It’s just bad 
for business.” 

Respondents to the Law 
Society’s survey also identified the 
“masculine shape of the law” as a 
big disincentive for many women. 



“Drinking in the bar and everything 
around sports in the evening,” 
Blacklaws explains. And a lot of 
women admitted they only reached 
senior positions by becoming 
“men-shaped women” - putting in 
the hours drinking, playing golf or 
enduring late working nights. 

“It takes a lot of undoing to think 
and act differently [otherwise] 
we revert to operating an old bias, 
which does lead to discrimination,” 
says Blacklaws. “So it’s important 
that there are things like training 
and career champions whose 
job is to keep [the issue] alive, 
most particularly when it’s about 
recruitment and remuneration.” 

“We need men to step up and take 
responsibility,” she adds. “They are a 
key part of the solution.” 

Yet 100 years after the Sex 
Disqualification (Removal) Act 
finally removed restrictions on 
women entering the professions 
or holding civil posts, there is little 
common ground between the sexes 
on redressing gender inequality: 

74 % of men surveyed said there had 
been good progress, while only 48% 
of women agreed. 

Blacklaws believes that 
having more female judges - and 
particularly more senior judges, 
such as Lady Hale, who is president 
of the supreme court - could start to 
change the nature of the law. 

Having advanced through the 
legal ranks - Blacklaws previously 
ran her own business and directed 
the Co-Operative Legal Services 
- she is determined to help other 
women make further progress. 

Her enthusiasm for their career 
development has resulted in 
more than 3,500 lawyers of both 
sexes participating in roundtable 
discussions. “We have asked them 
to commit to shifting the dial,” 
she says. 

Before her year-long presidency 
ends, Blacklaws will host a 
symposium in June on how to 
improve diversity in the profession. 
She will launch a toolkit, which 
she describes as a distillation of 
everything that has been learned 
from the surveys, reports and 
roundtable meetings. She also aims 
to develop a women in law charter, 
with government cooperation, that 
will provide an accreditation system 
for law firms that advance social 
mobility as well as gender diversity. 

So why should women become 
solicitors? “As a career, it’s a really 
attractive one,” Blacklaws insists. 
“It’s intellectually stimulating and 
involves a whole range of emotional 
intelligence. There are various, 
really attractive career paths. And 
there’s the opportunity to be a boss 
and run your own business. I have 
loved every minute of it.” 

Asked whether her surname 
meant she had felt predestined to 
join the legal profession, Blacklaws 
says with a laugh that she felt she 
had no choice. 



Substance misuse 
One city's drive to tackle 
a highly addictive drug 


Sheffield's joined-up 
approach to spice means 
fewer people are found 
comatose in the street 


Sarah Johnson 


hen Jay Turner 
first took spice, 
he collapsed 
and remembers 
waking up on 
the ground with 
a paramedic shaking him and asking 
what he had taken. Turner couldn’t 
reply because he was vomiting, and 
drifting in and out of consciousness. 


Despite waking up later in hospital, 
all he could think about was getting 
his next hit. “The first day after 
I smoked it, I thought, T need some 
more of that,”’ he says. “I felt numb. 
It felt good. Everything was more 
enhanced. My confidence was higher, 
I could bounce around and wouldn’t 
care what people would think.” 

Turner [not his real name] used 
spice for two years, from the ages 
of 16 to 18, to forget about the 
domestic violence he’d witnessed 
as a child. It was when he fell off 
a six-foot wall and ended up in 
hospital again that he decided to 
kick his habit. “I remember thinking 
I was a goner,” he says. 

Spice is a highly addictive and 
cheap synthetic substance (often 
costing no more than £5 a fix) that 
makes users unconscious. By 2017 , 


the sight of people collapsed in 
city centres had become the norm 
across the UK. It had placed already 
stretched emergency services under 
huge strain, wreaked havoc in prisons 
and become the drug “of choice” 
for many homeless people, placing 
them at even greater risk. 

Sheffield’s response was to open 
a dedicated drop-in spice clinic 
on a Thursday afternoon. Since 
July, a team of 18 administrative, 
managerial and clinical staff have 
run the clinic as part of Sheffield 
health and care NHS foundation 
trust, with funding from the city 
council’s annual drugs and alcohol 
treatment budget. 

David Rourke, Sheffield’s harm 
reduction lead and a recovery 
worker at the clinic, explains that 
when someone arrives, staff carry 
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T Whereas 18 months ago in Sheffield , 
people would be laid out unconscious , 
that has now become a rare sight 
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out a visual assessment. “We look 
at what’s going on for that person. 
How intoxicated are they?” Recovery 
workers then assess how the drug is 
impacting on the person’s life and 
what support, like housing or mental 
health, they might need. The service 
caters to each individual and doesn’t 
promote abstinence straight away, 
but instead looks to manage drug 
use so people are able to come back 
and attend other appointments. 

The service provides individual 
therapy on a weekly basis, though 


group sessions are also on offer. 

“We found that people have seen 
that we [the drug service] treat for 
spice and now come any time, which 
is what we wanted,” he says. 

When Turner first turned up he 
says he was wary. “I thought, Ts it 
going to help me? Am I going to 
come out and think what was the 
point, I’m just going to use again.’ 

It took a couple of weeks to realise 
they were trying to help me.” 

He says it took a huge amount 
of willpower and support for him 


to go through the withdrawal 
symptoms. Unlike heroin, there is 
no substitute prescribing available. 

Around 300 people use spice in 
Sheffield, according to John McNeil, 
a recovery worker at the city’s drug 
treatment and recovery team. “It is 
a small minority but the level of 
demand they are putting on services 
is immense,” he says. 

Since the clinic opened, 24 new 
people have sought help for spice 
addiction from the drug service. The 
team admits they are still grappling 
with how best to treat them. 

The clinic is only one facet of the 
response in Sheffield coordinated 
by Helen Phillips-Jackson, strategic 
commissioning manager for drugs 
and alcohol at the city council. 

“I think spice is physically shocking 
in a way that other drugs aren’t, 
which is why it’s so visible,” she says. 

In early 2018 , people from across 
the city’s voluntary and public sectors 
met to discuss how to tackle the 
issue. It was decided that anyone 
likely to come into contact with 
people under the influence of spice 
should be given training on what 
to do; so far, 400 people, including 
business owners, McDonald’s staff 
and homelessness workers, have 
received training and now feel more 
able to deal with it. The police agreed 
to target those dealing spice and not 
the users. As a result, in the city 
centre the police have reported a 35 % 
reduction in crime year on year. 

Whereas 18 months ago, people 
would be laid out unconscious 
behind the cathedral and in other 
prominent city-centre spots, now 
that is a rare sight. 

Nationally, there are no figures 
for the number of people receiving 
treatment for problems with 
spice. Rosanna O’Connor, director 
of alcohol, drugs and tobacco 
at Public Health England, says: 
“Local authorities are responsible 
for assessing and responding to 
the local need for alcohol and 
drug treatment.” 

Although the situation has 
improved drastically, the use of 
spice in Sheffield is not going to 
disappear any time soon. But at least 
Turner, now aged 20 , is clean and 
looking to train as a drugs worker 
in the same service that helped 
him beat his addiction, and which 
he still attends once a month. He 
says it has helped him get his life 
back on track, providing him with 
counselling, CV and job interview 
skills, and building his confidence. 


Clare in the community Harry Venning 
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The Garden Bridge 


Trust was not a true 
charity - the commission 
is right to call it out 


‘From Haiti to the 
Thames, charities have 
work to do to prove 
their credentials and 
their case for retaining 
public confidence' 


M ore than 5,000 delegates from around 
the globe are this week converging on 
London for the World Humanitarian 
Forum. With last year’s scandals 
involving charities Oxfam GB and 
Save the Children still fresh in people’s 
minds, it’s certain that safeguarding will be a hot topic. 

Danny Sriskandarajah, Oxfam GB’s new chief 
executive, has admitted that an independent report 
that landed on his desk in his first week in the job, 
looking into the culture of the organisation, “didn’t 
make for pleasant reading”. 

He was speaking before the recent annual conference 
of the National Council for Voluntary Organisations 
(NCVO), where he gave his first major speech since 
joining Oxfam GB in January. It was a speech that surely 
marked a watershed. 

The changes needed at Oxfam GB were both systemic 
and cultural, he said. A focus on what the charity did 
had wrongly taken precedence over how it did it. And 
saving some lives could never be an excuse for damaging 
others, as had happened in the sexual abuse perpetrated 
by the charity’s workers in Haiti. 

The charity would, he vowed, 
become “less supertanker, more 
dockyard”, doing much more to 
empower others to speak and act. 

This chimed very much with the 
speech that followed from Sir Stuart 
Etherington, the NCVO’s chief 
executive. The era of significant 
growth of charities through public 
services contracts and fundraising 
was drawing to a close, Etherington 
said. In retrospect, not all that growth 
had been good and some charities 
had failed to walk away from things that conflicted 
with their values and mission. In future, he argued, 
influence would come not just from scale but also from 
demonstrating credibility and “authenticity”. 

Which brings us to the Garden Bridge Trust. Last 
week’s Charity Commission report on the charitable 
trust behind the ill-fated plan to build a parkland walk 
across the River Thames - and on the loss of £53. 5 m, 
including £ 43 m in public grants - has been criticised 
by some in the charity sector for unjustifiably whipping 
up further anti-charity sentiment. 

These critics say that to describe the garden bridge 
debacle as “a failure for charity” that risks undermining 
public trust - as the commission has - is an exaggeration 
that betrays an obsession with the issue of trust on the 
part of the commission and its chair, the crossbench, 
and former Conservative, peer Tina Stowell. 

Well, up to a point. It’s true that the garden bridge was 
a singular vanity project. But the creation of the charitable 
trust as a vehicle for it ran counter to everything that the 
concept of charity should stand for - certainly any sense 
of authenticity. The commission is right to call it out. 

In future, the commission says, it will “engage with” 
anyone seeking to set up a charity with the purpose 
of delivering a publicly funded infrastructure project. 

We may infer that such applicants will find themselves 
having to jump through many more hoops. 

As Sriskandarajah argues, the failures of states and 
markets are leaving civil society in a pivotal position. 
Will it rise to the challenge? From Haiti to the Thames, 
charities - and the structures that support them - have 
work to do to prove their credentials and their case for 
retaining public confidence. 


David Brindle is the Guardian’s public services editor 
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The Guardian Jobs Public Services, Noticeboard 


Could you give 
something back? 

Being a student can be exciting and worrying, full of opportunities but also 
concerns, the best days of your life but with moments of big decisions. 

For these reasons we need Students’ Unions who work for the student body 
providing entertainment, advice, sports, societies, campaigns, employability 
and much more. 

And they need people like you to help them as Trustees. 

SUs are charities led by volunteers and elected representatives to ensure 
student voices are heard. They make sure that students and staff teams 
have the finances, systems and strategies to improve lives and experiences. 

We’re a group of SUs looking for a diverse group of individuals who want 
to contribute to help charities across the UK. You could be one. 


Opening of the will 


Reference No. EL180853-L: Has passed away on 4 September 
2018, with his last domicile having been Zurich: 

Ronald Michael Ritterman, born 12 September 1945, of Great 
Britain, son of Ritterman, Zygfryd, deceased 16 December 
1997 and of Ursula, nee Fried, deceased 5 March 2008. 

By judgement dated 29 March 2019, the wills of the deceased person 
were opened by the Notification Authority. 

This opening of the will is addressed to the legal heirs from the parental 
relationship of the deceased person who have not been considered. 

The heirs appointed by will shall have the right to demand a certificate 
of inheritance and to dispose of the inheritance provided no objection 
is lodged in writing with the Court of first instance composed of a single 
judge - Probate Office (see address below), pursuant to article 559 
of the Swiss Civil Code, on the part of the legal heirs within a period 
of one month. Upon lodging their objection, the legal heirs must also 
provide proof of their relationship with the deceased person. They 
are granted the right to inspect the will at the Court of first instance 
composed of a single judge - Probate Office and to demand a copy 
said will. Submissions to the Court must be made in German, French, 
Italian or English. 

District Court of Zurich 


Court of first instance composed of one single judge - 
Wengistrasse 30 

CH-8004 Zurich 


Probate Office 
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Non-Executive Board Members (4 opportunities) 

The Land Trust is unique, we believe, in its approach and operations. We utilise LOnd 

public open space/green infrastructure as a positive asset to help create healthy, Trust 

cohesive and resilient communities whilst delivering our charitable objectives. 

Last year alone we had over 59,000 community activities on our sites and had over 39,000 people 
take part in health activities. 

We hold cash and investments of over £150m. Income from this ensures that our endowed sites are 
managed to a good standard and contribute to the well-being of the local communities. 

We are specifically looking for experience and skills in the following four areas: 

• A chartered or certified accountant with experience of having operated successfully in a senior 
financial role. 

• Experience of investment management either as an asset/fund manager or as a client relationship 
manager or as a member of an Investment Committee with a significant fund portfolio. 

• Knowledge and experience of the importance of green infrastructure to encourage biodiversity 
and help with climate change mitigation and adaption. 

• Large scale master planning/development experience to support the Trust's continuing growth. 

If you are passionate about the value of green space in our communities and are up for the challenge 
please see our website for further details www.thelandtrust.org.uk. 

Closing Date: 6th May 

Interview Dates: 3rd and 5th June in central London 


Do you want to work for an award winning charity? One that values its colleagues and the people we serve? Do you want to have an 
impact and make a real difference to those experiencing Domestic Abuse? 

For 21 years the Endeavour Project has provided a range of services for those experiencing & recovering from Domestic Abuse led by a 
founder CEO who is retiring in September 2019. 

We are seeking a new CEO to lead the organisation in to its future. 


Salary £37,000- £40,000 per annum Permanent Based in Bolton 

Works weekdays 9am - 5pm. Occasional evening meetings. 

To join us, you will have to demonstrate a commitment to the cause of ending Domestic Abuse, but be a people person and able to 
manage and support change. The role requires an “all- rounder” and someone who “mucks in” it is a team role. You need excellent 
organisational and planning skills as well as technical knowledge relating to finance, banking and office systems. 

For an informal chat about the post please contact the present CEO Carole Marsden on 01204 394842 and for more information visit: 
www.endeavourproject.org.uk 

No CV’s please. We will only accept hard copy application forms due to limited resources. Return completed form to: 

Endeavour Project 26 Chorley New Road Bolton BL1 4AP 

Closing Date: Friday 10th May 2019 Shortlisting: Week commencing 13th May 2019 

Assessment day: Monday 3rd June 2019 Panel interview: Tuesday 4th June 2019 


WE ARE COMMITTED TO EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES AND WELCOME APPLICATIONS FROM 
ALL MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY. 

This organisation is part funded by the BIG LOTTERY. 

Post is open to women only, as permitted under Schedule 9, Part 1, of the Equality Act 2010. 
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A style guide to the outside 

Industry expert and founder of Out and Out Original, Daniel Fairburn, brings you 
this season’s best deals on designer garden furniture. Visit www.outandout.com 
or call 02037 728 752 for more exciting deals and discounts. 

California - Lounge Set 

This California lounge set is perfect for relaxing alfresco 
or entertaining outdoors. It feels like natural rattan 
and can be left out all year round, maintenance-free 
(cushions should be brought inside). Seating for at least 
5 people with 2 comfy armchairs, a roomy 3-seater sofa 
with back and seat cushions. This set also includes 
a matching coffee table. Normally £699, now available at 
an amazing £499, but only when you quote your £200 
discount code TG17APR. Also available in Taupe. 





£200 


Delano - 5-Seater Garden Furniture Set 

The Delano patio furniture set is generous in size 
and seats 5 in comfort. It comprises of 2 armchairs 
and a 3-seater bench, all with comfy cushions and 
a matching waterproof coffee table for storage. 
Contemporary in design, it is bang on trend in 
this season’s taupe or a stunning dark grey. 
This Garden set is made from UV stabilised resin, 
meaning that you can leave it out all year round 
and the set is 100% maintenance free. Was £499, it’s 
now just £299 but only when you quote your 
£200 discount codeTG17APR. 


Copenhagen - Rattan Corner Sofa 

The Copenhagen corner lounge sofa is made from luxury 
materials in a truly designer look. Woven with thick rounded 
polyrattan and sits on a robust metal frame to give you strength 
and durability. This classic look sofa, sits up to 5 in comfort 
thanks to the thick seat and back cushions. Also included is an 
on trend luxurious granite table which has been meticulously 
shaped and rounded to give it a more organic feel in line with 
the rest of the suite. Virtually maintenance free and includes 
free delivery. Normally £699, this comfy sofa is now available 
at a fantastic price of £499, but only when you quote your 
£200 discount codeTG17APR. 



To receive your £200 discount on any of these products quote discount codeTG17APR 
at checkout at www.outandout.com or call 02037 728 752 before 15.05.2019. 
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Plantwatch 

A heavenly green spectacle is 
spreading northwards across 
the country as trees open their 
new leaves. Perhaps the greatest 
spectacle is the flush of new beech 
leaves so translucent they cast a 
green glow across woodland floors. 

This green colour comes from 
the chlorophyll pigment in the leaf 
chloroplasts, the tiny cell bodies 
that perform photosynthesis. As the 
young leaves are still developing 
their chloroplasts, the leaves tend 
to be a lighter green. They are 
also thinner, with fewer waxy or 
tough layers, making them more 
translucent. The leaves look brighter 
because they tend to have fewer 
additional pigments other than 
chlorophyll, so the green colour 
can shine through more clearly. But 
this is only a passing phase before 
they turn darker green as their 
chloroplasts mature and the leaves 
grow thicker and more opaque. 

Another striking feature is how 
the trees have been tending to come 
into leaf earlier over recent decades, 
and that reflects how average spring 
temperatures across the UK have 
risen by about lC over the past few 
decades. Spring even moves up the 
country faster for many plants and 
animals, averaging l. 2 mph between 
1891 and 1947, and l. 8 mph between 
1998 and 2014. Paul Simons 
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Football 

Guardiola wants 
to turn up volume 
for Spurs rematch 

Pages 54-55 -> 



Cricket 


How Archer sped 
towards England''' 
World Cup side 


Page 52 -> 





◄ Billy Vunipola 
has been given a 
formal warning 
for an online 
post in apparent 
support of 
Israel Falou 

ADAM HOLT/ 

ACTION IMAGES 


Rugby's moral maze 

Tackling faultlines 
in the game needs 
honest conviction 
from powerbrokers 


Robert Kitson 



E aster week used to rank among the 
most convivial of the rugby union 
year. In more innocent times there 
would be end-of-season tours, not 
least by the Barbarians who would 
head to south Wales to play Penarth on 
Good Friday, Cardiff on the Saturday, 
Swansea on Easter Monday and 
Newport on Tuesday, with golf thrown in on Easter 
Sunday. The evenings were just as hectic: the great 
Haydn Mainwaring famously returned to the team’s 
base at the Esplanade Hotel in Penarth one night to find 
five sheep in the foyer. 

In rugby nowadays such harmless fun is an 
increasingly alien notion. This Easter, in particular, the 
sport finds itself caught in a moral maze that threatens 
many of the values it theoretically holds dear. One of the 
world’s best players has been sacked for homophobic 
posts on social media, another roundly booed at an 
English league game for publicly appearing to offer his 
support while the latter’s club is under investigation for 
allegedly cheating the salary cap. Let’s just say rugby has 
not given up controversy for Lent. 

In many ways it is easier to query the Old Testament 
beliefs of Israel Folau than address the broader picture of 
intolerance, finger-pointing, law-bending and financial 
desperation afflicting so many aspects of the game. 
Everyone in 2019 can surely agree that homophobia, 
racism and sexism are entirely unacceptable in all walks 
of life; rugby’s challenge, beyond re-emphasising that 
fundamental message, is to apply this unity of spirit to 
other key areas as well. 


What does rugby 
want to be?Does it 
wish to be seen as a 
collective beacon of 
fair play, integrity 
and honesty? 

vj 


Leave aside, for now, the whole debate about the 
future structure of the global game and, ideally, finding 
a solution for the greater good. Instead, answer this 
simple question: what does rugby, ultimately, want 
to be? Does it wish to be seen as a collective beacon of 
fair play, integrity and honesty? Or would it prefer to 
remain in devil-take-the-hindmost territory, with more 
and more people blatantly out for whatever they can 
get? Increasingly it would appear these two aspirations 
are mutually exclusive. 

T ake the salary cap, for example. There 
is insufficient space here to examine 
all the financial niceties but, basically, 
Premiership Rugby is examining 
whether assisted property investments 
entered into by several leading Saracens 
players are actually benefits in kind 
and, as such, should be included under 
salary cap regulations. The Saracens owner, Nigel Wray, 
without whom the club might still be playing on a public 
park in north London, says everything is above board. 
Some of those wondering how on earth Saracens have 
managed to stockpile so many top players under existing 
salary cap regulations beg to differ. 

The outcome, one way or another, will be instructive. 
Should Saracens be found guilty - to be clear, they 
deny any wrongdoing - it might restore some of the 
faith forfeited by the opaque nature of previous salary 
cap investigations. 

There are lower bands but for every pound above 
£ 200,000 a club is found to be over the salary cap, 
a fine of £3 can be levied. There could be points 
deductions as well, although that punishment would 
come under the microscope should Saracens have this 
season’s title tucked away before any potential guilty 
verdict is announced. 

While the Rugby Football Union and Saracens have 
both now given Billy Vunipola stern warnings about 
his future conduct, the wider game must also ask 
itself how it should proceed in other vital areas. To see 
three Leicester players flying off their feet towards a 
vulnerable Newcastle’s Toby Flood at a ruck is to be 
reminded again just how vital it is for the authorities 
to enforce the existing laws at the breakdown for 
everyone’s safety. Anyone who witnessed the 
shoulder-led tackle by Joe Tekori that led to Clermont’s 
Yohan Beheregaray being carried off on a stretcher 
against Toulouse on Sunday and earned only a yellow 
card will also be aware the consistency of sanctions for 
high tackles remains highly elusive. 

And, finally, what about George Ford’s entirely legal 
but dispiriting little act of gamesmanship on Friday, 
deliberately delaying his easy conversion attempt 
against Newcastle to try to run the clock down? Duncan 
Weir did something similar in the closing seconds for 
Worcester against the Tigers earlier in the season but 
this latest occurrence came mid-match. To preserve the 
spirit of the game, it may soon be time to remove the 
90-second maximum time available for a conversion and 
instead stop the clock. Do the same with scrums and a 
further avenue to cheat the system will be removed. 

Rugby’s moral maze, as it stands, has never been 
more complex. Folau may have been misguided to 
post what he did but at least there was a semblance 
of honest conviction involved. 
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'Winning the 
European Cup 
with Munster 
means the 
world to me' 


The big interview 

Conor Murray 

The Ireland scrum-half 
faces a 'career-defining' 
six months starting with 
Saracens on Saturday and 
the autumn World Cup 


Donald McRae 

Sportsfeature 
writer of theyear 


1 


1 ’m in the real world now” 
Conor Murray says with 
amusement soon after he 
opens the front door to 
his house in Castletroy, on 
. the edge of Limerick. His 
smile matches the two black eyes 
which make him look like a hardcore 
fighter during a brutal training 
camp. Of course this is the face of a 
professional rugby player who has 
won 72 caps for Ireland, played five 
Lions Tests and, after a magnificent 
nine-year career with Munster, 
is ready for a gripping European 
Champions Cup semi-final against 
Saracens on Saturday. 

Murray turns 30 that day and 
he is entitled to joke about his 
age after he took a bang to the 
face against Cardiff this month. 
“Everybody makes a big deal of 
it,” he says of a milestone birthday. 
“It gives you a chance to reflect, 
see yourself as a 21-year-old, see 
where you thought you’d be, then 
look forward to where you want 
to go. I’ve been very lucky so 
turning 30 doesn’t scare me. I feel 
fit and I’m enjoying my rugby. 

Let’s not forget some lads play 
into their 40s.” 

The scrum-half laughs before his 
gaze turns steely. “I’m not going to 
do that but the next six-and-a-half 
months could be the best of my life. 
They could be career-defining.” 

The World Cup looms but, before 
then, Murray is consumed by 
Munster and his ambition to win the 
Champions Cup with his boyhood 
team. “It would be incredible,” 
Murray says. “I’ve been lucky with 
Lions tours and Six Nations wins 
and I wouldn’t trade them. But 
winning the European Cup with 
Munster would be unbelievable. It 
means the world to me.” 


* 


When Murray made his Munster 
debut nine years ago tomorrow, 
was his fantasy to win the European 
Cup? “One hundred per cent. As 
a young fella, my thing was the 
Heineken Cup. Wow. I was there 
with my dad when Munster won it 
the first time in Cardiff in 2006 . And 


I watched the 2008 final on the big 
screen in Limerick. There were tens 
of thousands and I was blown away. 
I also remember going into school 
after Munster lost semis and finals 
and people spoke about how they 
were crying at home. Munster and 
the European Cup is instilled in you. 
It means an awful lot here.” 

Before looking ahead to the 
ferocious clash with Saracens, 
Murray acknowledges that the 
past nine months have been the 
most testing of his brilliant career. 
He finished last season on a high. 
After helping Ireland to win the 
2018 grand slam, Murray was 
at the heart of a historic series 
victory in Australia. His rugby was 
so consistently impressive that, 
in November, he won the French 
newspaper Midi Olympique’s 
World Player of the Year award. Yet 
Murray was injured throughout 
the late summer and autumn. After 
choosing initially not to reveal any 
details, he was trailed by poisonous 
gossip which implied that Munster 
and Ireland might be hiding the 
results of a failed drugs test or a 
career-ending injury. 


When he returned in the Six 
Nations, Murray and Johnny 
Sexton, his half-back partner, were 
held up as prime examples of why 
Ireland failed to reach heightened 
expectations. A shattering home 
defeat against England on the first 
weekend was echoed by a frustrating 
loss against Wales in their final 
game. Murray’s form came under 
unprecedented scrutiny. 

In contrast to the hysterical 
rumours that surrounded 
Murray’s absence, his injury 
was sparked by an innocuous 
hiccup. “I took a few bangs against 
Australia [in the deciding Test last 
June]. I was a bit sore the next day 
but nothing that would ring alarm 
bells. We went to the States, came 
home and I was fine driving to a 
wedding. But I had hiccups and felt 
a muscle go, like a tear. I thought: 
‘Gee that’s sore.’ But it died down, 

I went to the wedding and played 
golf the next day. Then the second 
morning I woke up and couldn’t 
move. My neck was in spasm. The 
physios agreed the disc was on the 
edge of slipping and maybe the 
hiccup shifted it.” 


Uncertainty surrounded the injury 
and Murray decided that “I didn’t 
want to release anything”. He says: 
“It was my decision because the 
medical staff didn’t know how long 
it would last or what needed to be 
done. In that window there’s a void 
and people fill it with gossip. But as 
long as my family and I, my coaches 
and teammates, knew exactly what 
was going on, I was fine. 

“It’s the right of the player to 
withhold whatever he wants but I 
now think there’s a responsibility, 
especially at Munster, where rugby 
means so much. I know how much 
the season ticket holders pay, so 
they deserve to know when players 
will be back.” 

When did he hear the wildest 
rumours? “In that three-week void. 


7 had hiccups and 
felt a muscle go. 
The physios agreed 
maybe the hiccup 
shifted the disc' 
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WhatsApp groups flicked them all 
over the country. Even my friends 
in London or abroad heard rumours 


and sent them to me. Steroids, a 
failed drug test or the injury’s so 
terrible he’s retiring.” 

Has it made him more cynical? 
“Yeah. You have to wonder why 
people are asking certain questions. 
But it’s good to be more careful.” 

It was hard for Murray to 
watch Ireland beat the All Blacks 
in November. “It’s difficult to 
describe, as a player who could 
have been involved. It’s horrible. 

Of course when Jacob [Stockdale] 
scored, the fan in me was like: 

‘Oh my God, what a finish!’ But after 
the game, watching the lads walking 
around, I thought: T’d love to be 
there.’ It’s tough.” 

Amid the understandable Irish 
euphoria, it seemed as if Ireland 
were the best team in the world. 

“We were - but it changes so fast. 

We had an incredible year and lost 
only one game. But look at England 
[in 2016]. They won their grand 
slam, went to Australia and won the 
series 3-0. Last year they finished 
fifth in the Six Nations. But they 


'The Six Nations 
hurt me and the 
team but we're 
strong enough 
to bounce back' 

bounced back and have a really 
good side again.” 

How did Murray feel the night 
before they faced England? “Really 
good. We had trained well, and were 
very clear in our plan. We were just a 
bit flat in the warm-up and conceded 
two early tries. Suddenly, you’re 
chasing the game. Wales was similar. 
We made a bad start. I spoke to 
Jonathan Davies [the Welsh centre] 
and he told me: After the first 10 
minutes we said we don’t need to 
play any more rugby. Let Ireland 
force it.’ It was a difficult day.” 

Murray looks determined 
as he moves beyond these 
disappointments. “The Six Nations 
hurt me and the team but we’re 
mentally strong enough to bounce 
back. No panic buttons are being 
pressed even if people want to 
make it a big thing. We know how 
good we are. We’ve won 23 out of 
26 internationals and the media 
and public expect us to be at that 
peak all the time. It’s a compliment 
because when we are not at that 
level people panic and say: Ts 
your neck OK?’ I wish I could 
blame my neck but it had nothing 
to do with it.” 

His game was examined to 
the point where over-analysis 
obscured the truth that he was 
simply returning from a long lay-off. 
“Over-analysis is the word. The 
media often focus on me and Johnny 
and we got some heat. But you’re 
never as good or as bad as they 
make you out to be. The difference 
between clicking and not clicking 
is maybe one pass or one ruck that 
goes wrong. It’s small skills but, in 
the bigger picture, it’s the difference 
between a really good or an average 
international performance. I 
suppose this Six Nations was the 
first time Johnny and I suffered 
a negative twist. But we’re wise 
enough not to be bothered by it.” 

Murray and Sexton, who 
are good friends, cope with a 
wearying level of fame in Ireland. 

“I was 22 at my first World Cup 
in 2011.1 just enjoyed it but after 
the quarter-finals, at the airport, 
Brian O’Driscoll said: ‘Enjoy your 
new-found fame - it’s different.’ 

I was like: ‘What?’ When I came 
home, I understood. People 
were noticing me and that took a 
while to get used to. Some people 


enjoy it but I don’t really like the 
attention. You learn to deal with it 
and, at least in Munster, people just 
want to talk about rugby.” 

He lights up at the prospect of 
playing Saracens. “I’m really excited 
and it is a hugely tough game. 

I missed the semi-final two years 
ago [which Saracens won] and we 
got it wrong tactically. We also talk 
about the semi against Racing last 
year [which Munster also lost]. 

There have been six semi-final 
losses since Munster won it. It’s 
heartbreaking. That’s what we’ve got 
to manage this week - because being 
too emotional is draining. 

“Maybe a couple of times, we’ve 
gone: ‘Oh, my God, we’re in a semi, 
we need to do this or that.’ We now 
know to stick with what got us this 
far. Let the lads be comfortable the 
way they’re playing. Just train well, 
have a plan, enjoy it, and give our 
all. Don’t overthink. I can’t wait. It’s 
away but there will be more Munster 
fans. I’ll put my mortgage on it.” 

M urray knows many 
of the Saracens 
players after the 
British & Irish 
Lions tour of New 
Zealand in 2017. 
“There’s Owen Farrell, Maro Itoje, 
Jamie George, who I’m quite friendly 
with. He’s a great guy. Great player. 
Owen, especially, is top class. He’s 
so good at making the right decision. 
Against Saracens you have to be 
aware of their kicking game, their 
line speed, their big ball carriers. 
Physically, you have to stand up to 
Itoje and the Vunipolas.” 

After a bruising quarter-final 
in Edinburgh, Murray felt the 
strongest he has done since his 
injury. “It was my most physical 
game of the year in terms of tackles 
and rucks. It’s a massive step in the 
right direction.” 

In a week which marks the start 
of his 10th year as a pro, and the 
end of his 20s, Murray sounds 
fulfilled. “Pm really happy how I’ve 
grown on and off the field. I have 
learnt lots of new skills as a player 
and a person. I also appreciate 
how lucky I am. I’ve always been 
conscious of older players saying 
it all went too quickly. So I make 
sure I enjoy everything. I love 
training, I love being with the lads. 
We’ve made lots of memories and 
I let the achievements soak in. In 
terms of regrets, I don’t have many. 
Obviously I would love to have won 
a few more things at Munster but 
I’ve got time - starting on Saturday.” 

Murray’s black eyes crinkle 
in anticipation. “That’s far more 
important than me turning 30.” 



◄ Conor Murray 
played in 
Ireland’s Six 
Nations defeat 
against Wales. 
The scrum-half 
is eager to move 
on from the 
disappointing 
campaign 


International Gay Rugby 
hails swift action on Folau 


Paul Rees 


International Gay Rugby has 
welcomed the swift action taken by 
the authorities after last week’s homo- 
phobic Instagram post by the Australia 
full-back Israel Folau was liked by the 
England No 8 Billy Vunipola. 

Folau has been given notice by 
Rugby Australia and will not play for 
the Wallabies again while Vunipola 
was carpeted by his club Saracens this 
week and then served with an official 
warning by the Rugby Football Union. 

“We are really pleased with how 
quickly the unions responded,” said 
Ben Owen, the chair of IGR, an organi¬ 
sation of primarily gay and inclusive 
rugby clubs. “The reaction of the whole 
rugby community shows that discrimi¬ 
natory views have no place in the sport. 
A number of people in the LGBT com¬ 
munity are vulnerable because of the 
discrimination they have had to face.” 

Folau had form after a similar out¬ 
burst last year earned him a warning 
from Rugby Australia. The 30-year 
old included homosexuals among his 
list of “sinners”, but in 2014 he had 
helped promote the Bingham Cup, the 
biennial world championship of gay 
and inclusive rugby, which that year 
was held in Sydney. “Folau was on the 
front of the best known gay magazine 
in Australia promoting the cup,” Owen 
said. “It was a big surprise when he 
came out with his remarks last year. 


“It was only last November that 
Gareth Thomas [the former Wales 
captain] was attacked in the street 
because of his homosexuality. The 
rugby world reacted brilliantly 
then with 10 international teams 
wearing rainbow laces that weekend 
in solidarity with him. Last week’s 
posts may not have been advocating 
violence, but because they came from 
such high-profile players, their words 
could have led to intolerance. 

“A number of people who come 
to our clubs have, at some point, 
contemplated suicide because of 
the discrimination they have faced. 
Rugby offers them a family, a sense of 
belonging where people accept you for 
who you are. That is why last week was 
so hugely damaging.” 



▲ Israel Folau (right) helped to 
promote the Bingham Cup in 2014 


Vunipola given 
warning by RFU 
over comments 


Robert Kitson 


Billy Vunipola has been issued with 
a formal warning by the Rugby Foot¬ 
ball Union for a homophobic comment 
made on his Instagram account last 
week. 

Vunipola was summoned to talks 
by the RFU to discuss a post that 
read, “Man was made for woman to 
pro create that was the goal no?” The 
England No 8 liked a social media 
post by the Australia full-back and 
fellow devout Christian Israel Folau, 
who stated that “hell awaits” for 
“homosexuals”. 

An RFU statement read: “Follow¬ 
ing a meeting between the RFU and 
Billy Vunipola, the Saracens for- 


'Theplayer 
expressed genuine 
regret at his public 
comments' 



ward has been issued with a formal 
warning under RFU rule 5.12 for con¬ 
duct prejudicial to the interests of the 
union or the game.” 

Vunipola has escaped a fine or ban, 
making him available for England’s 
four warm-up Tests leading up to the 
World Cup this autumn. 

The RFU statement continued: 
“The warning will be retained on his 
disciplinary record for a period of five 
years and maybe taken into account in 
future disciplinary proceedings. Dur¬ 
ing the meeting the player expressed 
genuine regret at his public comments 
and understood that he had caused 
hurt and offence as a result of his 
actions. He has been reminded of his 
responsibilities as an England player 
and as an ambassador for the game, 
which values inclusivity and respect.” 

Saracens conducted their own 
investigation and following lengthy 
discussions with Vunipola, a formal 
warning was issued, but the club 
also opted against imposing a fine or 
suspension. 

The English champions said he was 
guilty of a “serious error of judgment” 
and that by publicly sharing a view that 
is at odds with their values he had con¬ 
travened the terms of his contract. 

In his own statement, Vunipola 
insisted his “intention was never 
to cause suffering”, but stopped 
short of offering an apology. Despite 
clarifying his position, the offending 
post remains visible on his Instagram 
account. 
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Cricket 


Analysis 

Vic Marks 



Late arrival 


Archer has fire 
to hit World 


Cup target 
for England 

E d Smith will announce 
England’s preliminary 
World Cup squad 
of 15 today, his first 
significant act in a 
summer which holds 
such huge expectations. The 
assumption is that everyone at 
the England and Wales Cricket 
Board is willing the side to victory 
even though it may be mildly 
embarrassing in the wake of a 
thrilling England victory, which 
has captivated the nation, when 
the ECB confirms that the 50-over 
format of the game at which 


we excel has been relegated to 
development status. 

Our potential stars of the 2023 
World Cup will not be playing any 
domestic 50-over cricket from 2020 
onwards. Someone will be required 
to explain this state of affairs, a task 
no easier than justifying the poll tax 
(or, if I’m allowed to mention it, a 
no-deal Brexit - “Not to worry; it 
will all work out fine in the end. Just 
don’t ask me how”). 

The anticipation is that there 
will be one name announced by 
Smith which has never appeared 
on an international scorecard for 
England, Jofra Archer. He has only 
just qualified to play for England 
since settling here from Barbados. 
Chris Jordan, his teammate and 
close friend, recommended him to 
Sussex and it is now possible that 
Archer may overtake Jordan in the 
pecking order. 

Why is he so attractive to the 
selectors? Because he can be 
extraordinary. According to the 
CricViz database, he was the 
fastest bowler in county cricket last 
summer by a considerable margin. 
He is a brilliant fielder and has the 
capacity to hit the ball a long way. 


This winter he has excelled in the Big 
Bash and has had his moments in the 
Indian Premier League. So there is 
much to admire in the plus column. 
In the minus column is the notion 
that his late inclusion might disrupt 
the harmony of a very settled 
side... and he has never played an 
international match. 

The predicament with Archer 
has a couple of interesting parallels. 
In 1991 Graeme Hick qualified 
for England and the universal 
assumption was he would dominate 
in Test cricket just as he had for 
Worcestershire. He was selected 
as soon as he was available but it 
never quite happened. By contrast 
it is easy to forget the debate about 
whether to give Kevin Pietersen a 
Test debut against Australia at Lord’s 
in 2005. At the start of that series 
the choice was between him and the 
stalwart Graham Thorpe. Of course, 
they opted for Pietersen and seven 
weeks later it seemed the obvious 
thing to do. It was not quite such a 
straightforward decision at the time. 

In 2019 the selectors will have 
a quick look at Archer in May and, 
following the Pietersen principle, 
if they like what they see, they 
will confirm him in the World Cup 
squad on 22 May. There is room for a 
wildcard in the squad. Bear in mind 
there is always scope for an injury 
replacement during the tournament, 


so it is necessary to have only one 
spare batsman, who is currently the 
formidable Alex Hales. 

By the same token England 
probably do not require another 
spinning all-rounder in their squad 
in addition to Moeen Ali, Adil Rashid 
and Joe Root. So there might be 
space for Archer alongside the usual 
band of pace bowlers. This would 
be sad news for Joe Denly and Liam 
Dawson. But it might suit Denly 
better to be scoring Championship 
runs for Kent than running around in 
a yellow bib for seven weeks during 



the World Cup, which has been his 
lot during his IPL stay. Remember 
Denly was in England’s last Test 
team and there are half a dozen 
county batsmen eyeing his place. 

Smith has been spied on the 
Championship circuit this spring 
and will presumably spend more 
time there during the World Cup. 

It is early days but some recent 
England players have posted big 
scores, albeit on surfaces not as 
juicy as they were 12 months ago. 
Gary Ballance has been in the runs; 
so, too, Dawid Malan. A source of 
greater excitement was the Lord’s 
century by Haseeb Hameed after so 
long in the wilderness, though he 
has consolidating to do. At least he 
is in the Lancashire side now. 

Of the non-internationals 
Sam Northeast has prospered for 
Hampshire. And in a week when 
the extramural activities of some 
of our young cricketers have not 
shown the game in a good light 
it might be worth the selectors 
looking at Somerset’s captain, 

Tom Abell. He was not required 
by the Lions in the winter but 
must now be worth considering 
at that level. After two matches 
his teammate Lewis Gregory has 
taken 14 wickets at 10 apiece. And 
if Archer ever has the chance to 
hold a red ball again, he will be in 
contention for Test cricket as well. 




Climate change to superbugs 

How to be a science 
journalist with 
James Randerson 


Learn how to make an impact as a science writer or 
blogger at this class with James Randerson, former 
assistant national news editor for the Guardian. 
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Sport 
In brief 


Athletics 

Tokyo marathon means 
a dawn start for Farah 

Mo Farah’s bid for Olympic gold in 
the marathon at Tokyo 2020 will 
mean an early start after it was 
announced that the race will get 
under way at 6am. In total, nine 
athletics finals will take place in the 
morning sessions of the Games next 
year, the IAAF has announced. PA 

Cycling 

Campenaerts speeds 
to new hour record 

Sir Bradley Wiggins’ one-hour UCI 
world record has been broken by the 
Belgian Victor Campenaerts. 

The 27 -year-old Lotto Soudal 
rider covered 55-089 kilometres 
( 34.231 miles) in an hour at the 
Aguascalientes indoor velodrome in 
Mexico yesterday. Wiggins covered 
54.526km (33.88lm) in 2015 . PA 


[H^^l eague 

Lam will make Wigan 
decision next week 

Wigan’s interim head coach, Adrian 
Lam, says he will consider his long¬ 
term future after Easter. The former 
Papua New Guinea captain and 
coach is favourite to keep the job 
for 2020 following Shaun Edwards’ 
about-turn. “It wasn’t in my thinking 
but things change. I’ll think about it 
next week,” Lam said yesterday. PA 





Best foot forward Johanna Konta focuses 


during a practice session at London's Copper 
Box Arena yesterday as she warmed up for 
the Fed Cup play-off with Kazakhstan this 
weekend. Great Britain are attempting to reach 
get^mages tor lta the World Group for the first time in 26 years. 



Racing 

Guineas run for Too Darn 
Hot still in the balance 


Greg Wood 

Newmarket 


Ante-post backers with bets on Too 
Darn Hot for next month’s 2,000 
Guineas can expect to find out early 
next week if they will get a run for their 
money after John Gosden, the colt’s 
trainer, said here yesterday that there 
is no reason to leave the decision until 
closer to the race. 

Too Darn Hot has been the 
Guineas favourite since complet¬ 
ing an unbeaten juvenile campaign 
with a comfortable success in the 
Group One Dewhurst Stakes last 
October, but missed last Satur¬ 
day’s Greenham Stakes at Newbury 
after being found to have heat in a 
splint bone. 

The son of Dubawi was initially 
a 7-4 chance for the Classic after his 
Dewhurst victory and shortened 
to ll-io after Quorto, the ante-post 
second-favourite, was ruled out 
through injury in mid-March. He has 
drifted to 9-4, however, after missing 
his much-anticipated return to action 
at Newbury. 


“There was heat in a splint bone 
which was why we couldn’t run [in 
the Greenham] and that was only six 
days ago,” Gosden said. “It’s improved 
a great deal at this stage and I think 
over the weekend, one’s got to be mak¬ 
ing a decision. 

“It’s not one of these things where 
you ( umm’ and ‘ah’ and ‘if’ and ‘but’ 
up to the race, that’s not the way with 
a horse of this class and ability. By 
the time I get to that point after the 


Greg Wood's tips 


Newmarket 1.50 Breath Of Air (nap) 

2.25 Al Hadeer 3.00 Dreamfield 3.35 Skardu 
4.10 Handmaiden 4.45 Doughan Alb 

5.20 Brian Epstein 
Cheltenham 2.05 Dashel Drasher 

2.40 Imperial Presence 3.15 Gowiththeflow 
3.50 The Dellercheckout 4.25 First Assignment 
5.00 Dingo Dollar 5.30Turning Gold 
Beverley 2.15 Bettys Hope 2.50 Lili Wen Fach 

3.25 Boutonniere 4.00 City Tour 4.35 
Wentworth Falls (nb) 5.10 Archive 

5.40 Kingdom Brunei 6.10 Elixsoft 
Southwel 6.00 Quila Saeda 6.30 Tagur 
7.00 Jabbarockie 7.30 Ripplet 8.00 Parion 
8.30Gunnabedun 


weekend, I’ll know whether I’ve got a 
clean run-in or not, and then I’ll talk to 
the owners [Lord and Lady Lloyd Web¬ 
ber] and we’ll make a decision then.” 

Too Darn Hot was rated 126 in last 
season’s juvenile rankings, the highest 
mark since Frankel and Dream Ahead 
were given the same rating in 2010. 

“At the moment, it’s very much 
day-by-day,” Gosden said, “[and] 
he’s just on light exercise right now. 
It’s almost cold now, but it’s got to get 
cold and settle.” 

Two colts from the Aidan O’Brien 
stable, Magna Grecia and Ten 
Sovereigns, are the joint second- 
favourites for the 2,000 Guineas at 
a top price of 6-1, while Zakouski, a 
runner in today’s Craven Stakes at 
Newmarket, is next in the betting 
at 8-1. 

Gosden registered his first win of 
the new season here when Kick On, a 
likely runner in next month’s French 
2,000 Guineas, took the Listed Fielden 
Stakes but the most impressive winner 
on the day was Roger Varian’s Qabala 
in the Group Three Nell Gwyn Stakes. 

Qabala was strongly backed in the 
minutes before the race, however, 
and burst clear under David Egan 
approaching the final furlong to win 
by one-and-three-quarter lengths. 

Qabala is the new 6-1 favourite 
for the 1,000 Guineas with several 
bookmakers and is now expected to 
head for the fillies’ Classic along with 
her stable companion Mot Juste, the 
runner-up. 


Flint — 

Scholes hit 
with charge of 
breaking FA's 
betting rules 


Paul Wilson 


Paul Scholes has been charged with 
misconduct by the Football Associa¬ 
tion for allegedly breaking its rules on 
betting. 

The former Manchester United and 
England midfielder is alleged to have 
placed 140 bets on football matches 
over a four-year period ending in Janu¬ 
ary this year, during which time he was 
a co-owner of Salford City, presently 
in the National League. 

There is no suggestion that he was 
betting on the outcome of Salford 
matches and no bets were placed by 
Scholes during the time he was man¬ 
ager of Oldham Athletic. The FA tight¬ 
ened up its rules on gambling in 2014, 
in effect bringing in a blanket ban on 
any betting on any level of football for 
anyone involved in the game through¬ 
out the league pyramid. 

Scholes has until 26 April to respond 


Results 


Cricket 

FOURTH ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL 

UAE v Zimbabwe 

Harare Zimbabwe beat UAE by three wickets 
(DLS method) and win four-match series 4-0. 


United Arab Emirates 

Ashfaq Ahmed c Ervine b Chatara. 8 

Chirag Suri Ibw b Sikandar Raza. 46 

tGhulam Shabber b Williams. 18 

CPRizwanrunout.45 

Shaiman Anwar run out. 2 

Muhammad Usman Ibw b Williams. 27 

Rohan Mustafa c Moor b Jarvis. 1 

Imran Haider c Chakabva b Jarvis. 0 

Sultan Ahmed c tChakabva b Mpofu. 11 

*Mohammad Naveed c Maruma b Mpofu. 2 

Zahoor Khan notout. 4 

Extras (bl, wlO). 11 

Total (47.1 overs). 175 


Fall 11, 53,91, 96,136,139,139,160,167. 
Bowling Jarvis 9-1-28-2; Chatara 7-1-28-1; 
Mpofu 8.1-0-39-2; Williams 10-1-27-2; 
Sikandar Raza 10-1-33-1; Burl 3-0-19-0. 

Zimbabwe 


BB Chari c Imran Haider b Mohammad Naveed.19 

tRW Chakabva b Mohammad Naveed. 28 

CR Ervine c Ghulam Shabber b Zahoor Khan. 11 

SC Williams b Rohan Mustafa. 20 

Sikandar Raza not out.9 

*PJ Moor b Rohan Mustafa. 0 

T Maruma b Shaiman Anwar. 35 

RP Burl runout. 1 

KM Jarvis not out. 5 

Extras (wl). 1 

Total (for 7,24.5 overs). 129 

Fall 44, 49,79,79,79,118,120. 

Did not bat CB Mpofu, TL Chatara. 


Bowling Mohammad Naveed 6-1-26-2; Sultan Ahmed 6-0- 
28-0; Rohan Mustafa 6-1-29-2; Zahoor Khan 4-0-23-1; 
Imran Haider 1-0-13-0; Shaiman Anwar 1.5-0-10-1. 

Toss United Arab Emirates elected to bat. 

Umpires L Rusere (Zim) and S George (SA). 

INDIA PREMIER LEAGUE 
Chandigarh Kings XI Punjab 182-6 (KL Rahul 52). 
Rajasthan Royals 170-7 (RA Tripathi 50). Kings XI won by 
12 runs. 

Golf 


WOMEN'S WORLD RANKINGS 

1 Ko J-y (Kor) 7.25pts; 2 Park S-h (Kor) 6.85; 

3 A Jutanugarn (Tha) 6.10; 4 M Lee (Aus) 5.67; 5 N Hataoka 
(Jpn) 5.62; 6 L Thompson (US) 5.17; 7 Park Inbee (Kor) 
4.99; 8 C Ciganda (Sp) 4.80; 9 Ryu S-y (Kor) 4.79; 

10 N Korda (US) 4.74; 11 J Korda (US) 4.53; 

12 BM Henderson (Can) 4.23; 13 D Kang (US) 4.02; 

14 A Yang (Kor) 3.97; 15 L Ko (NZ) 3.81; 16 G Hall (Eng) 
3.77. 

Tennis 

ATP ROLEX MONTE CARLO MASTERS (Monaco) 

First round: M Kukushkin (Kaz) bt J Chardy (Fr) 6-3 6-4; 

G Simon (Fr) bt A Popyrin (Aus) 7-5 6-1; F Auger Aliassime 


to the charge and is thought likely 
to be fined if found guilty rather 
than suspended. 

It is a less clearcut issue than with 
players when owners, directors and 
shareholders place bets on matches. 

An FA spokesman explained the 
distinction now used is whether 
someone is a participant in football, 
a catch-all description intended to 
include anyone working within the 
game. “The rule of thumb is that if 
you work in football you cannot bet 
on football,” the spokesman said. “It 
doesn’t matter if it is a bet on a different 
club or a different country. If you are a 
participant in football, all bets are off.” 

Robert Snodgrass has been given 
a one-match ban after an independ¬ 
ent regulatory commission found 
him guilty of misconduct towards UK 
Anti-Doping officials who were visiting 
West Ham’s training ground on 6 Feb¬ 
ruary. It is understood Snodgrass was 
not scheduled to be tested nor did he 
refuse to take a test. 



A Paul Scholes is alleged to have 
placed 140 bets on football matches 


(Swi) bt J Londero (Arg) 7-5 7-6 (5); P-H Herbert (Fr) bt F 
Verdasco (Sp) 6- 6-4; C Norrie (GB) bt A Mannarino (It) 6-4 
6-3; T Fritz (US) bt J-W Tsonga (Fr) 6-4 2-0 ret. 

Second round: B Coric (Cro) bt J Munar (Sp) 6-7 (3) 7-6 
(7) 6-4; N Djokovic (Ser) bt P Kohlshreiber (Ger) 6-3 4-6 
6-4; M Cecchinato (It) b S Warwrinka (Swi) 0-6 7-5 6-3; 

L Sonego (It) bt l< Khachanov (Rus) 7-6 (4) 6-4; G Pella 
(Arg) bt M Cilic (Cro) 6-3 5-7 6-1. 

Cycling 

TOUR OF TURKEY (Turkey) 

Stage One (Istanbul - Tekirdag, 156.7km): 1 S Bennett (Ire) 
Bora-Hansgrohe 3hr 32min 34sec; 2 F Jakobsen (Neth) 
Deceuninck-QuickStep; 3 C Ewan (Aus) Lotto Soudal; 

4 E-M Grosu (Rom) Delko Marseille Provence KTM; 

5 S Consonni (It) UAE Team Emirates; 6 L Pacioni (It) Neri 
Sottoli-Selle Italia-KTM; 7 I Cima (It) Nippo-Vini Fantini- 
Faizane; 8 C Noppe (Bel) Sport Vlaanderen-Baloise; 

9 G Lonardi (It) Nippo-Vini Fantini-Faizane; 10 A Hodeg 
(Col) Deceuninck-QuickStep all same time. 

Selected: 22 M Cavendish (GB) Dimension Data; 

33 M Gibson (GB) Burgos-BH; 72 S Davies (GB) Dimension 
Data all s/t. 

Baseball 


MAJOR LEAGUE 

Boston 1 Baltimore 8; Chicago White Sox 5 Kansas City 4; LA 
Dodgers 4 Cincinnati 3; Miami 2 Chicago Cubs 7; Milwaukee 
10 St Louis 7; Minnesota 3 Toronto 5; Philadelphia 6 NY 
Mets 7 (11 Innings); San Diego 2 Colorado 5; Seattle 4 
Cleveland 6; Texas 12 LA Angels 7. 

Basketball 

NBA PLAY-OFFS 

Eastern Conference: First round Philadelphia 145 
Brooklyn 123 (best-of-seven series tied 1-1). 

Western Conference: First round Golden State 131 LA 
Clippers 135 (series tied 1-1). 

Ice hockey 

NHL PLAY-OFFS 

Eastern Conference: First round Carolina 5 Washington 0 
(Washington lead best-of-seven series 2-1); Toronto 3 
Boston 2 (Toronto lead series 2-1). 

Western Conference: First round Colorado 6 Calgary 2 
(Colorado lead series 2-1); Dallas 2 Nashville 3 (Nashville 
lead series 2-1). 

Fixtures 


Football 

(7.45pm unless stated) 

Uefa Champions League 

Quarter-finals: Second leg 

Manchester City (0) v Tottenham (1) (8pm); Porto (0) v 
Liverpool (2) (8pm) 

Breedon Highland League 

Clachnacuddin v Formartine United; Wick Academy v Brora 

FA Women's Super League 

Everton v Birmingham (7pm); Yeovil v Reading 

FA Women's Championship 

Manchester Utd v Aston Villa (7pm) 

Cricket 

(11am unless stated) 

Royal London One-Day Cup 

North Group 

Riverside Durham v Northamptonshire 
Old Trafford Lancashire v Worcestershire 
Headingley Yorkshire v Leicestershire 

South Group 

Swalec Stadium Glamorgan v Essex 
Bristol Gloucestershire v Surrey 
Canterbury Kent v Hampshire (1pm) 
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Football 
In brief 


Fleetwood 

Barnsley make official 
complaint about Barton 

Barnsley have lodged a formal 
complaint with the English 
Football League and the Football 
Association relating to an alleged 
incident between their manager, 
Daniel Stendel, and Fleetwood’s 
Joey Barton. Barton is said to have 
confronted Stendel in the players’ 
tunnel after Saturday’s game, which 
ended in a 4-2 victory for the home 
side at Oakwell. South Yorkshire 
police are investigating. “No arrests 
have been made at this time and 
inquiries remain ongoing,” said a 
spokesperson. Guardian sport 


Crystal Palace 

Hennessey's ignorance 
lamentable' - FA panel 

Wayne Hennessey was found to 
have displayed a “lamentable” lack 
of knowledge about Adolf Hitler and 
fascism by the Football Association 
commission which cleared him of 
making a Nazi salute at a Crystal 
Palace team-bonding meal in 
January. The Wales goalkeeper, 
who had been photographed with 
his right arm raised and his left 
hand held across his mouth, said 
he had been attempting to attract 
the attention of the photographer, 
a French waiter called Jordan 
Bussolini, and told the three-man 
panel that he did not know what 
a Nazi salute was. An FA charge 
was found not proven after two 
members of the commission 
concluded the photograph, 
posted by the Germany midfielder 
Max Meyer on social media, had 
been misinterpreted. Hennessey 
was still advised to “familiarise 
himself with events which continue 
to have a great significance to 
those who live in a free country” 
in the written reasons, published 
by the regulatory commission 
yesterday. Dominic Fifield 


Pel& 

Brazil great leaves 
hospital after surgery 

The former Brazil forward Pele has 
declared himself “back on the held” 
after leaving hospital following 
surgery to remove a kidney stone. 
The 78 -year-old thanked staff 
after he left the Albert Einstein 
hospital in Sao Paulo yesterday 
having previously been admitted 
to a hospital in Paris with a urinary 
infection. PA 



▲ Wayne Hennessey told an FA panel 
he did not know what a Nazi salute was 


Sport 

Football Champions League quarter-finals 


Pochettino strikes a happy 
contrast with his rival 


Jamie Jackson 


Mauricio Pochettino was relaxed 
enough before Tottenham’s quarter¬ 
final second leg with Manchester 
City to agree with Ronaldinho’s 
claim that his team can win the 
Champions League. 

“Why not?” was Pochettino’s 
response, his mood in direct con¬ 
trast to that of his opposite number. 
Pep Guardiola, whose pre-game 
demeanour was intense. 

Tottenham hold a 1-0 advantage 
going into tonight’s decider at the 
Etihad Stadium and Pochettino was all 
smiles when the retired Brazil great’s 
view was put to him. “Wow - he knows 
a lot about football and I am going to 
respect him,” the Spurs manager said. 
“He was a great teammate when we 
played together in PSG - we spent 
amazing time together on the pitch, 
training ground. 


Manchester City (o) 


Tottenham (1) 

Tonight 8 pm 


A 

Second leg 


• Manchester City 
Probable: 4-1-4-1 

Ederson; Walker, 
Stones, Laporte, 

Mendy; Fernandinho; 

B Silva, D Silva, De 
Bruyne, Sterling; 
Agiiero# 

Subs from Muric, 
Danilo, Kompany, 
Otamendi#, Sandler, 
Humphreys, Gundogan, 
Jesus, Foden, Sane, 
Mahrez Doubtful 
Fernandinho (fitness) 
Injured Zinchenko 
(hamstring) 


• Tottenham 
Probable: 4-3-3 

LLoris; Trippier, 
Vertonghen, 
Alderweireld#, Rose; 
Wanyama, Sissoko, Alii; 
Eriksen, Son#, Moura 
Subs from Vorm, Davies, 
Sanchez, Walker-Peters, 
Llorente, Foyth, Skipp 
Injured Kane (ankle), 
Lamela# (hamstring), 
Aurier (hamstring), Dier 
(hip), Winks (groin) 


• one booking from suspension 


Venue Etihad Stadium 
Referee Cuneyt Cakir (Tur) 


£4 15 ° 


TV BT Sport 2 Radio BBC 5 Live 


“In football, all can happen; like 
in life, you must believe and have 
trust in yourself and your ability 
and quality. It is good that people 
like Ronaldinho think you have the 
quality to win. That increases our 
belief. Maybe tomorrow we will be 
able to beat an amazing team like 
Manchester City. 

“I learned a lot from him - laughing, 
smiling, dancing. If you want to play 
well, you have to be happy and smile. 
I learn a lot from the Brazilian players 
but spending nearly three years with 
Ronaldinho was amazing.” 

Pochettino even teased a Spurs 
press officer who moved to close down 
the media briefing, telling him he 
was having fun being in a Champions 
League quarter-final - the first of his 
managerial career. 

Guardiola’s more serious 
demeanour illustrated what is at stake 
for City as they chase the quadruple, 
the manager perhaps at his most 
uptight this season. 


Spurs are without Harry Kane 
because of an ankle injury. Guardiola 
once called Spurs the “Harry Kane 
team”, which caused Pochettino some 
irritation, and City’s manager gave a 
clipped response when reminded 
of this and asked how he rated 
Tottenham without their captain. 
“The same strong team they had 
three years ago, last season and this,” 
he said. “Incredible top team.” 

There was a similar vein when 
Guardiola was asked whether there 
was more pressure on him to claim 
the Champions League. “I have to 
win,” he said, adopting a sarcastic 
manner. “The chairman [told] me I 
have to win three times in a row - that 
was his desire. In football you lose more 
than you win. You try to improve on 
the fella before. We try to do our best.” 

Guardiola offered a grumble about 
the amount of time City have had to 
prepare compared with Tottenham. 
“I love this kind of challenge. I know 
they had six days and we had two 
[actually three, using the same 
measure] before the first leg,” he said. 
“Then they play Saturday and we play 
Sunday [before the second leg].” 

Underlying this is the tilt at winning 
four trophies and the physical drain 
on his players. Yet Guardiola sent 
a message that tiredness can be 
no excuse. “Tomorrow is not a lot 
about physical condition,” he said. 
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1 learned a lot 
from Ronaldinho. 
If you want to play 
well,you have to be 
happy and smile' 

Mauricio Pochettino 


▼ Tottenham complete 
their preparations at the 
Etihad Stadium 

MARTIN RICKETT/PA 


“It’s do they want to get through 
to the semi-finals .” 

City’s hopes of winning the 
Champions League and Premier 
League could vanish in the next 
three matches. Tonight’s meeting is 
followed by Tottenham’s return to the 
Etihad for Saturday’s league meeting; 
City then to travel to Manchester 
United for next Wednesday’s derby. 

“If we don’t win these games we 
will be out in two competitions,” he 
said. “They are absolute finals for us. 
Last season in this period we were 
already champions. But this season 
we have an incredible opponent in the 
Premier League: Liverpool. Normally 
the title is won with 84 , 86 points - 


then you are champions. They have 
85 [with four games left to play], so 
both teams deserve to be champion 
but one is going to get it.” 

Guardiola’s demeanour was 
contrasted by an upbeat John Stones. 
He was emphatic regarding the prospect 
of the quadruple. “I don’t think a lot of 
things are impossible,” he said. “That is 
the mindset of different people and if 
you don’t dream then you are not going 
to get anywhere near it. It comes from 
within everyone. We have this belief 
and ambition to do it. Like last season, 
100 points never done before. We won 
the league quite early and still had the 
belief to go on and do it.” 

Hugo Lloris offered no doubt how 
difficult it will be to progress against 
City. “It’s about the mentality, the 
spirit,” Tottenham’s goalkeeper and 
captain said. “We are ready to suffer. 
We are going to suffer. But we can make 
the game difficult too. 

“It’s about enjoying it at this stage, 
to be ready to compete. As we know 
we’re facing one of the best teams in 
Europe - they have so much quality 
in the squad. 

“One-nil was a good result but 
we need to forget about that and 
try to use it. We’ve got to have a lot 
of effort to make but it’s important 
we use our brains as well. We have 
to finish the game with the feeling 
we gave everything.” 



‘We need our fans' Guardiola 
demands noise at the Etihad 


Jamie Jackson 


Pep Guardiola has questioned how 
much Manchester City fans want to 
see their team reach the Champions 
League semi-finals and called on 
them to generate a raucous atmos¬ 
phere that will help his side to 
eliminate Tottenham. 

City trail 1-0 going into the quarter¬ 
final second leg at the Etihad Stadium 
tonight, with the manager “very curi¬ 
ous” about how much their support¬ 
ers care about reaching the last four of 
the tournament after it emerged that 
tickets were still on sale yesterday. 

“I want to see that they want to get 
to the semi-finals, not just the players, 
the fans too,” said the City manager. 
“Do it for the guys - the last 20 months, 
they are so proud with what they have 
done, but they are human beings. 
They will have bad moments in the 
games and at that moment we need 
our supporters. At this stage, without 
supporters, we cannot go through. I’m 
really curious how our fans will be.” 

Guardiola pointed to the atmosphere 
during the Premier League win against 
their main Premier League title rivals 
in January as the minimum standard. 
“The Liverpool game would be enough 
for me - a little bit better,” he said. 

The manager added somewhat 
sarcastically that he was a failure for 
his inability to win the tournament 
with Bayern Munich. “I know people 
say I came here to win the Champions 
League. I didn’t come here to win the 
Champions League, honestly. I came 
here to play with my team the way we 
are playing the last 20 months; that is 
what I came here [for]. 

“And of course I want the Champi¬ 
ons League. I know in Bayern Munich, 


a big club, after three seasons winning 
absolutely everything, the Champions 
League was a big failure. What can I say? 
I accept that. I have to live with that but 
it’s not a big problem, it pushes me bet¬ 
ter. I understand the other [clubs] are 
better too, in this competition. A lot of 
big, big clubs are not in the later stages.” 

Mauricio Pochettino, meanwhile, 
refused to say there will be more 
pressure on Guardiola to take his team 
through because of the money City 
have spent on their squad. 

“I don’t want to talk about that,” 
the Tottenham manager said. “The 
reality is the reality. We are going to 
be 11 against 11 on the pitch and of 
course we will forget everything and 
try and win everything, and fight. I 
am a person that never makes excuses 
after and never before. You describe 
a reality and the reality is there but 
tomorrow we are going to be on the 
pitch and [will] try and win the game. 
We are going to be more than proud 
of our run in the Champions League 
and try and arrive in the semi-final and 
challenge a team like Manchester City. 

“City for me is one of the best teams 
in the world and a clear favourite to 
win the Premier League and Champi¬ 
ons League. For us to beat them in the 
first leg was an amazing result but we 
know very well the tie is still open and 
tomorrow is going to be very tough.” 



▲ Pep Guardiola claims he was not 
hired to win the Champions League 


Liverpool not among 
world's best until we win 
something, says Milner 


Andy Hunter 

Porto 


James Milner has said Liverpool 
cannot be considered among the best 
teams in the world until they win a 
trophy under Jurgen Klopp - and that 
the Champions League and Premier 
League offer the perfect opportunities 
to end that wait this season. 

Liverpool take a 2-0 lead into 
tonight’s Champions League quarter¬ 
final second leg in Porto, who they 
defeated 5-0 on aggregate en route to 
last season’s final in Kyiv. Sergio Con- 
ceigao, the Porto coach, paid a glowing 
tribute to the Premier League leaders 
on the eve of their latest encounter 
and said Klopp’s team embody “all 
that I like about football”. 

“I like the Liverpool dynamics. 
I like the Liverpool game model,” 
said Conceigao. “I like the way they 
play and the way they are with the 
ball and also without it. It is similar to 
how I see football and in a lot of these 
moments in a game they are the best 
team in the world.” 

Milner accepted the praise as rec¬ 
ognition of Liverpool’s development 
under Klopp. However, the 33 -year- 
old was frank in his assessment that 
defeats in the Champions League, 
Europa League and League Cup finals 
mean Liverpool cannot yet lay claim 
to such an elevated status. 

“That’s a nice compliment and 
you get those compliments by play¬ 
ing good football over a sustained 
period,” said the midfielder. “But to be 
that, you have to win trophies. That’s 
something we haven’t done yet and 
something we are trying to do this 
season. There are a lot of good teams 
left in the Champions League and it’s 
down to us to prove that and win these 
games and hopefully win at least one 
trophy this season. But there are a lot 
of good teams between us and the last 
game of the season. We have to keep 
improving and keep playing as we have 
been at the moment.” 


Porto (o) 

(D 

Liverpool (2) 

(||) 

Tonight 8 pm 

Second leg 

• Porto 

• Liverpool 

Probable: 4-3-3 

Probable: 4-3-3 

Casillas; Corona, Pepe, 

Alisson; Alexander- 

Militao#,Telles; 

Arnold, Matip, Van 

Danilo#, Torres, Herrera; 

Dijk, Robertson; Milner, 

Marega, Soares, Brahimi 

Henderson, Keita; Salah, 

Subs from 

Firmino, Mane 

M Pereira, Felipe#, 

Subs from 

Otavio#, Vana, Leite, 

Mignolet, Fabinho, 

Costa, Hernani, A Pereira, 

Wijnaldum, Gomez, 

Fernando 

Sturridge, Moreno, 

Doubtful Corona 

Lallana, Shaqiri, Origi, 

(fitness) 

Kelleher 

Doubtful Wijnaldum 
(back) 


• one booking from suspension 


Venue Estadio do Dragao #30 

Referee Danny Makkelie (Neth) * 


TV BT Sport 3 Radio Talksport 



James Milner hopes his# 
side can win ‘at least 
one trophy this season . 


Klopp has never lost a two-leg 
European tie as Liverpool manager 
and Milner believes the experience 
gained over recent seasons can help 
this group of players land the biggest 
prize in Europe, England - or both - in 
the coming weeks. 

“There has been a lot of talk out¬ 
side the dressing room for a long time 
about the first title in years but as a 
group we are focused on our targets 
and concentrate on what’s going on in 
the dressing room,” he added. “Getting 
to three finals during my time here has 
helped with experience. 

“We have been gaining a lot of 
European experience in getting to 
the Europa League final and Champi¬ 
ons League final. But not getting over 
the line is disappointing. We have the 
opportunity to change that. That first 
one is always the hardest.” 

Klopp also refused to be bowled 
over by his opposite number’s com¬ 
pliments, speculating - correctly - 
that Conceigao “will also have said 
he believed in his team’s chances”. 
Porto have failed to score in three 
games against Klopp’s Liverpool but 
have won all four home matches in 
the Champions League this season. 
They overturned a 2-1 first leg deficit 
against Roma in the last -16 tie at Esta¬ 
dio do Dragao. That second leg formed 
the basis of the Liverpool manager’s 
preparations at Melwood. 

“There’s no risk that I need to con¬ 
vince the boys that Porto are really 
good. They know it already,” said 
Klopp, who has Joe Gomez back in 
the squad but will be without Dejan 
Lovren through illness. 

“We were sitting there for 45 min¬ 
utes in the meeting this morning talk¬ 
ing about this team. Part of it was about 
how they played in the second leg here 
against Roma. We played Roma and 
they can be an uncomfortable oppo¬ 
nent but I didn’t really see a chance 
for them that night as Porto were 
in control of that game. We should 
be prepared. 

“Porto were really good in the first 
leg but we were just really good and 
we need to be really good again. We 
need to play at 100% and not just try 
to come through somehow, otherwise 
we’ll struggle to handle the power they 
can create here. 

“I watched their game against 
[Sporting] Lisbon here years ago. It 
was so loud. The crowd here know how 
to influence a game and influence an 
opponent. We have to be ready for that 
atmosphere.” 
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Premier League 

Mendez-Laing and Morrison 
give Cardiff unlikely lifeline 


Brighton 

0 

Cardiff 

Mendez-Laing 22, Morrison 50 

2 

Dominic Fifield 


Amex Stadium 


This was the kind of result to stoke 
Cardiff’s bid for survival with convic¬ 
tion rather than mere hope. The gap to 
safety and Brighton has been shredded 
to two tantalising points and, judging 
by the panic which had overwhelmed 
the home side long before the final 
whistle, with all the doubt transmit¬ 
ted from stands to pitch, momentum is 
with them. Given everything the Welsh 
club have endured this term, to be in 
such contention seems miraculous. 

Albion, a team on the slide, may 
have been there for the taking but 
the manner in which Neil Warnock’s 
team coped with the pressure was still 
admirable. Their margin for error, with 
four games now to play, is still slender 
given two of those remaining fixtures 
are against Liverpool and Manchester 
United, but the others - Fulham and 
Crystal Palace - are suddenly appeal¬ 
ing. Brighton offered no evidence to 
suggest they can recover their own 
poise in what time remains, with this 
a fifth successive defeat in all competi¬ 
tions. Belief has drained away. 

For all the anxiety which had 
gripped the locals, reeling in the after- 
math of Saturday’s worst ever defeat 
in this arena, the onus had always 
been on the visiting side to seize the 
initiative in Sussex. Their own loss 
to Burnley at the weekend, with its 
customary dose of controversy, had 
seemed hugely damaging given the 
daunting nature of their run-in. Recent 
wretched form had to go ignored. They 
simply had to prevail on the south 
coast and while there was plenty of 
frenetic pressure to absorb, an abrasive 
core and slippery forward line had pro¬ 
vided a platform from which to spring. 

They hassled and harried, discom¬ 
forting Albion’s jittery central mid¬ 
fielders whose erratic passes, each 
provoking wails of anguish from the 
maj ority present, betrayed the uncer¬ 
tainty that had been eating away at 
Brighton’s approach of late. Aron 
Gunnarsson, the kind of street fighter 
suited to this kind of scrap, and Joe 
Ralls were all tigerish energy, revived 
as if this was a fixture plucked from 
the tail-end of their Championship 
promotion campaign. 

Their centre-halves were rugged 
and aggressive, Bruno Ecuele Manga 
escaping sanction for hauling down 
Lewis Dunk in the penalty area and 


▲ Sean Morrison heads in Cardiff’s 
second of the night at the Amex 
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P 

W 

D 

L F A GD 

Pts 

Newcastle 34 

10 

8 

16 32 43-11 

38 

Southampton 33 

9 

9 

15 39 54-15 

36 

Brighton 33 

9 

6 

18 32 53-21 

33 

Cardiff 34 

9 

4 

21 30 63-33 

31 

Fulham (R) 34 

5 

5 

24 32 76-44 

20 

Huddersf'd (R)34 

3 

5 

26 19 67-48 

14 


dominating in the air. Yet they had still 
needed something jaw-dropping to 
force the issue properly. 

Midway through the first half 
another Brighton attack ran aground 
just outside the penalty area, with 
Nathaniel Mendez-Laing sprinting 
up-held in possession with no oppo¬ 
nent close enough to muster a chal¬ 
lenge. The free transfer signing from 
Rochdale would exchange passes with 
Junior Hoilett on the flank, Albion 
defenders waving him through, before 
whipping a sumptuous shot from dis¬ 
tance across Mat Ryan and into the far 
corner. Even Mendez-Laing looked 
slightly startled at the majesty of it all 
as he tore to the bench, teammates in 
pursuit, to celebrate. 

Brighton rarely played like a team 
capable of recovering even from that 
setback. Perhaps had their own initial 
urgency secured an advantage - Solly 
March had found the side-netting after 
64 seconds - then they might have 
exerted some level of control on the 
helter-skelter, but too much of this was 
frantic and unsettling. 

Instead, they looked a side who had 
won only twice in the league this year, 
with even the confidence of Dunk and 
Shane Duffy, once the group’s forte, 
long since shattered. Cardiff had 
already threatened to exploit that new¬ 
found fragility when, five minutes 
into the second half, Victor Camarasa 
floated an inviting free-kick into the 
six-yard box. Sean Morrison, having 
escaped Glenn Murray with the slight¬ 
est of nudges, leapt unchecked behind 
Dunk to thump his header down and 
across Ryan. 

That prompted more frustration to 
rain down on Chris Hughton, the man 
who had masterminded this team’s 
rise from the second tier, as the owner 
Tony Bloom looked on grimly from 
the directors’ box. Albion may still 
have a game in hand, but their own 
quintet of fixtures to come - with four 
against the top eight - appears grim 
given the manner in which they were 
outmuscled and beaten so efficiently 
here. Cardiff had only won one of their 
previous seven fixtures, yet Morrison’s 
last-ditch tackle to smother Florin 
Andone’s late attempt rather summed 
up the evening. The boos at the final 
whistle said it all. 


Brighton 

4-4-1-1 

Ryan; Bruno, Duffy, 
Dunk, Bernardo; 
Jahanbakhsh 
(Izquierdo 69), 
Stephens, Propper, 
March; Gross 
(Andone 54); Murray 
Subs not used 
Button, Burn, Bong, 
Kayal, Locadia 


Cardiff 

4-2-3-1 

Etheridge; Peltier, 
Morrison, Ecuele-Manga, 
Bennett*; Gunnarsson 
(Bacuna 55), Ralls; 
Mendez-Laing (Harris 80), 
Camarasa, Hoilett; Niasse 
(Zohore85) 

Subs not used 
B Murphy, J Murphy, Reid, 
Healey 


Referee Andre Marriner Attendance 30,226 


T Matthijs deLigt climbs 
highest to power home 
Ajax’s winning goal 

ANTONIO CALANNI/AP 
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Champions League quarter-final 

De Ligt strikes to keep 
Ajax's youngsters going 
and end Ronaldo's run 


Juventus 1 

Ronaldo 28 


Ajax 2 

VandeBeel<34, DeLigt67 
Ajax win 3-2 on agg 


Stuart James 

Allianz Stadium 


First Real Madrid, now Juventus. 
What a story this Champions League 
campaign is turning into for Ajax, who 
produced another remarkable perfor¬ 
mance to reach the semi-finals of the 
competition for the first time since 
1997 , courtesy of a goal scored by a 
player who was not even born when 
they met Juventus in that last-four tie 
22 years ago. 

Matthijs de Ligt, Ajax’s 19 -year-old 
captain, ended Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
hopes of winning a fourth successive 
Champions League title and a first 
for Juventus with an imperious 
header that was no more than the 
visitors deserved. Ronaldo had 
earlier registered his 126th Champions 
League goal with a header of his own 
but little else went right for Juventus 
on a night that belonged to Ajax. 

They played with freedom, belief 
and conviction, with their breathless 
brand of attacking football simply 
too much for Juventus. The 
outstanding Donny van de Beek 
brought parity shortly after Ronaldo 
scored and it is a measure of how well 
Ajax played in the second half in par¬ 
ticular that it came as no surprise when 
De Ligt, another standout performer, 
headed home. 

It had quickly became clear that 
this was going to be a game of fine 
margins. A cagey and scrappy opening 


eventually gave way to produce a goal 
for each side in the space of six first- 
half minutes, levelling the tie up on 
aggregate and leaving Juventus with 
little margin for error. 

Both goals were awarded after 
VAR checks had taken place and 
the significance of Van de Beek’s 
equaliser for Ajax was lost on nobody 
in Juventus colours. They would need 
to score twice more if they conceded 
again. 

Ronaldo’s goal was a trademark 
header just before the half-hour 
mark, with time appearing to stand 
still as he bent his run to meet Miralem 
Pjanic’s corner before calmly nodding 
the ball beyond Andre Onana, the 
Ajax goalkeeper. The Portuguese was 
totally unmarked and Joel Veltman, 
the Ajax right-back, had tumbled to 
the ground just before Ronaldo made 
contact. 

Replays showed, however, that 
Veltman was knocked to the ground 
by Matthij s de Ligt, his Ajax teammate, 
and the goal was allowed to stand after 
Clement Turpin, the referee, reviewed 
the incident. 

The question was how Ajax would 
react. They had taken 20 minutes 
to put together a sustained spell 
of possession but were starting to 
grow in confidence just before Ron¬ 
aldo’s goal. Van de Beek, running on 
to a loose ball after Dusan Tadic and 
David Neres linked up beautifully in 
the Juventus area, lifted a shot over 
from little more than six yards out. 
He would not be so forgiving with his 
next chance. 

Hakim Ziyech’s wayward shot from 
distance arrived at the feet of the Ajax 
midfielder, who was about 12 yards 
out. Adjusting his feet quickly. Van 
de Beek took a touch before coolly 


dispatching a low effort beyond the 
reach of Wojciech Szczesny. 

The first instinct was that Van de 
Beek must have been stood in an off¬ 
side position because he had so much 
space around him, but the VAR check 
showed that the goalscorer was played 
onside by Federico Bernardeschi on 
the far side of the pitch. Now it was 
game on. 

Massimiliano Allegri made a change 
at half-time, withdrawing Paulo 
Dybala, his captain, and replacing him 
with Moise Kean, but it was Ajax who 
looked far more menacing whenever 
they attacked. 

Neres, so fluid with his movement, 
found Van de Beek, who shifted the 
ball on to Ziyech in space on the right. 
With only Szczesny to beat but the 
angle against him, Ziyech tried to steer 
his shot inside the near post but the 
goalkeeper stood tall and, to his credit, 
saved smartly with his left hand. 

Anxiety started to grow among the 
Juventus fans as Ajax took control of 
the game. Van de Beek, who seemed 
to be finding pockets of space all the 
time, curled a splendid right-foot shot 
from 22 yards that was arcing towards 
the top corner until Szczesny flicked 
the ball over the bar. 

Kean, running on to a pass from 
Ronaldo, then drilled wide at the 
other end but that was a rare chance 
for Juventus. 

Only a last-ditch intervention 
from Pjanic prevented Ziyech from 
connecting with Tadic’s low centre, 
adding to the sense that an Ajax goal 
was coming. 

So it proved as De Ligt, towering 
above Alex Sandro and Daniele 
Rugani, met Lasse Schone’s corner 
with a thumping header that gave 
Szczesny no chance. 

Neres, set up by Ziyech, could easily 
have added a third. 


Juventus 

4-3-3 

Szczesny; De Sciglio 
(JoaoCancelo 64), 
Rugani, Bonucci, Alex 
Sandro; Pjanic, Can#, 
Matuidi; Bernardeschi 
(Bentancur81), Dybala 
(Kean ht), Ronaldo# 
Subs not used 
Pinsoglio, Khedira, 
Barzagli, Spinazzola 


Ajax 

4-2-3-1 

Onana; Veltman, De Ligt, 
Blind, Mazraoui 
(Sinkgraven 11; Magadan 
82); Schone, De Jong; 
Ziyech (Huntelaar87), 
Van de Beek, Neres; Tadic 
Subs not used 
Bruno Varela, Dolberg, 

De Wit, Ekkelenkamp 


Referee Clement Turpin (France) 
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Sport 

Football Champions League quarter-finals 


Analysis 

Sid Lowe CampNou 


Sorry United left bewildered and 
bewitched by wizard of Barcelona 


E rnesto Valverde said 
that Lionel Messi 
had left Old Trafford 
“dazed”. Six days later, 
it was Manchester 
United’s turn. Chris 
Smalling’s challenge had left him 
with a bloody nose but in the 
end he got up and delivered the 
knockout blows. He did so early 
in the second leg, two goals inside 
20 minutes enough to end this as 
a contest - taking Barcelona into 
the semi-finals for the first time in 
four years - and turn it instead into 
a performance, a show. Ultimately 
there was little that United could 
do, but at least they are not alone. 

Messi’s victims are many and 
one of them is him: of his own 
ability, of over a decade spent 
making the extraordinary routine, 
normalising genius. There are 
900 words in this article but it’s 
tempting to suggest that two are 
enough: Lionel and Messi. For 
years now there has been a severe 


shortage of superlatives, all those 
adjectives inadequate. This was 
another of those nights. 

Six times winner of the European 
golden shoe, five times the 
Champions League’s top scorer, he 
has scored 597 goals for Barcelona. 
Five hundred and ninety-seven . 
But it’s not about the numbers - it 
is about all the rest. At times the 
things he does are so good as to 
be silly. At times? Time after time: 
the consistency of his contribution 
has been absurd, blinding us to his 
brilliance. 

Just not here, not of late. Messi 
had not been this competition’s 
top scorer since 2015 and Barcelona 
had not been past the quarter-finals 
since then, eliminated by Atletico, 
Juventus and Roma. Last season cut 
deep: 4-1 winners in the first leg, 
they fell in the eternal city, defeated 
3-0. At the start of this season, 

Messi publicly announced, from 
the middle of the Camp Nou pitch, 
microphone in hand, “that lovely 


cup” was a priority. Rome was a 
thorn to be pulled from their side. 

It was a priority that, as it turned 
out, did not require them to 
relinquish the league or the Copa 
del Rey - Barcelona virtually tied 
up the title with a 2-0 win over 
Atletico, Messi and Suarez scoring 
the goals, and they have the cup 
final against Valencia to come - 
but it did require a change, from 
Messi, in particular. He had not 
scored a quarter-final goal since 
2013. Twelve games without Messi 
finding the net is an eternity. It 
was also an anomaly; it had to end 
sometime, and soon. 

That was certainly the view of the 
Barcelona manager. “He’s closer,” 
Valverde said. But even he probably 
did not imagine how close. Nor 
indeed how much Barcelona would 
suffer in the short time there was 
before he arrived. Marcus Rashford 
hit the bar after 40 seconds, Jesse 
Lingard almost got in after five 
minutes and Anthony Martial’s shot 


was blocked after six. But then, on 
the 15-minute mark it happened - 
and fast. 

Ashley Young lost the ball but 
still might have expected to get it 
back. It dropped close, but Messi 
was there in a flash. He was elastic 
too. Young launched at him with the 
kind of challenge that might have 
cut him in half, water flying up as he 
aquaplaned across the wet turf, but 
Messi rode it. There was something 
of George Best in the way that his 
body bent around the tackle. Then 
he sent the ball through Fred’s legs. 
And as he ran across the face of the 
penalty area, it seemed inevitable. 
The shot bent fast and low right 
into the corner, beyond David de 
Gea. Of course. 

Barcelona were a goal up, on 
course to extend their run without a 
home defeat in this competition to 31 
games. Six of those had already been 
against English teams: five wins, 
one draw, the aggregate score 14-3. 
Make that six wins, one draw. It was 
Messi’s 23rd goal against an English 
team. His 24th followed soon after, 
16-3 now. 

They had barely stopped chanting 
“Messi! Messi! Messi!” when he 
was away from Phil Jones again. 

The shot was barely worthy of the 
name, but it slipped through De 
Gea’s hands, under his body and 
in. At the start of the second half, 


Barcelona’s fans serenaded him as 
he occupied the goal at the north 
end, singing: “De Gea, how bad you 
are!” How good Messi is had been 
shown - again - just before the 
half-time whistle. 

J ones was holding on to his 
shirt but that did not stop 
Messi turning him and 
turning the referee too, 
Felix Brych cutting across 
his path. Messi had not 
finished with Jones: he nutmegged 
the Englishman before turning 
inside, outside and away, almost 
leaving the defender’s legs in a 
cartoon knot, hips snapped in two. 
The pass was perfectly weighted 
for Jordi Alba, whizzing up the 
wing, whose superb cross found 
Sergi Roberto. His shot hit the body 
ofDe Gea. 

Messi began the second half 
with a blocked shot and glided 
through the rest of it amidst oles. 
Philippe Coutinho curled in a 
wonderful third and Messi then 
sent an overhead kick just wide. 
This was done; it had been since 
the 15th minute, the unusually 
long wait over. But it wasn’t 
finished. 

“Don’t try to describe him, 
don’t try to write about him: watch 
him,” Pep Guardiola once said. It is 
sound advice, and so they did. 


► Lionel 
Messi (right) 
celebrates his 
first goal with 
Jordi Alba 
and Philippe 
Coutinho 

MICHAEL REGAN/ 
GETTY IMAGES 
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Sport 

Football Champions League quarter-finals 



Messi's mesmerising double leaves 
De Gea and United chasing shadows 


Barcelona 3 

Messi 16 20, Coutinho61 

Manchester United 0 


Barcelona win 4-0 on agg. 


Possession 


Barcelona 

Man Utd 

58% 

42% 


Shots on target 


9 


Total attempts 


Daniel Taylor 
Camp Nou 


If there was one tiny glimmer of con¬ 
solation for Manchester United, it was 
that they encountered Lionel Messi on 
one of those nights when he appeared 
to belong to a different species. Messi 
loves the big occasion and, once again, 
he used the Champions League to pro¬ 
vide yet more evidence for the already 
bulging portfolio that tells us nobody, 
not even Maradona, has ever taken 
football artistry to a higher level. 

For United, it was simply too much. 
Lionel Messi versus Phil Jones? It was 
like watching a landscape artist com¬ 
paring brush strokes with a painter and 
decorator. Yet, in fairness to Jones, 
he was not the only one in United’s 
colours to suffer. David de Gea, for 
one, will remember this as a personal 
ordeal. It was a night, ultimately, that 



▲ Philippe Coutinhogetsapatfrom 
Gerard Pique after scoring a fine third 


should hasten the process of Ole Gun¬ 
ner Solskjaer putting together a new 
defence. Mostly, however, it was an 
occasion to savour Messi, to be grate¬ 
ful the sport has him, and hope that he 
plays football for as long as he is capa¬ 
ble of sprinkling this form of precious 
magic on the elite occasions. 

The only surprise was that the five- 
time Ballon d’Or winner, did not con¬ 
tribute the game’s outstanding goal. 
That honour fell to Philippe Coutinho 
shortly after the hour mark. Though 
Messi, naturally, was involved in the 
build-up and the first of his two goals 
was pretty special, too. Even before 
we get to the overhead kick he tried 
in the second half. Or all those other 
occasions when he lit up the night with 
his speed, thought and movement. 


“Walking to Glory”, read the huge 
banner behind one goal. And, in 
Messi’s case, it is often that way. For 
a player who inflicts such damage, he 
ambles through large parts of each 
match. He is always thinking, though, 
and always assessing what is possible. 
Then he comes alive, as he did spec¬ 
tacularly here, and seems capable 
of turning opponents into training- 
ground cones. 

Unfortunately for United, he was 
facing an obliging back-line here - and, 
at times, they played into his hands. 
That, more than anything, must have 
been the frustration for Solskjaer dur¬ 
ing that four-minute spell in the first 
half when, realistically, all hope for 
United ebbed away. Twice, his play¬ 
ers were guilty of losing the ball inside 
their own half. It is the defender’s sin at 
any level, let alone against a side where 
the wearer of the No 10 shirt gives the 
impression he is merely visiting this 
planet. 

For the first goal, it was Ashley 
Young waving an apologetic hand, 
having got himself in a fix under pres¬ 
sure from Ivan Rakitic. When Messi 
made it 2-0 it was Fred’s turn, even 
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Messi 
makes the 
difference 
again 


Lionel Messi 
unleashes 
a shot that 
\ looked 


innocuous 
until David 
de Gea missed 
itandBarga 
were 2-0 up 

SERGIO PEREZ/ 
REUTERS 


before we consider that wretched 
piece of goalkeeping from David de 
Gea to allow the ball an almost implau¬ 
sible route beneath his body. No side 
at this level can make these kind of 


Liverpool next? 


Barcelona will meet Liverpool 
in the semi-finals should they 
overcome Porto tonight - and the 
Reds have had the edge 

1975-76 Uefa Cup semi-final Barga 
0 Liverpool l; Liverpool 1 Barga 1 

2000- 01 Uefa Cup semi-final Barga 
0 Liverpool 0; Liverpool 1 Barga 0 

2001- 02 Champ Lg group stage 
Liverpool 1 Barga 3 ; Barga 0 
Liverpool 0 

2006 - 0 ' Champ Lg last 16 Barga 1 
Liverpool 2; Liverpool 1 Barga 0 

League pedigree this season 

P W DL F AGDPts 
1st Liverpool 34 26 7 177 20 57 85 
1st Barga 32 22 8 281 31 50 74 
Compiled by Tom Hitchenor 



▲ Ole Gunnar 
Solskjder watches 
on helplessly as his 
United side implode 

mistakes and expect to get away with 
it. Messi was waiting to pounce on both 
occasions and his first goal in particu¬ 
lar was just another reminder that, on 
the big nights, he always wants to be 
the centrepiece of the show. 

It was certainly difficult to know 
which was the more exquisite moment 
on that slalom through United’s 
defence: the close-range nutmeg to 
take Fred out of the equation or the 
body movement that sent Jones com¬ 
pletely the wrong way. 

Jones, United’s gloriously accident- 
prone centre-half, had a bandage 
wrapped round his head even before 
the game started. Very soon, the poor 
chap looked in need of smelling salts. 
Messi had set off on horizontally, right 
to left, until he had the ball just where 
he wanted it, pulling back his left foot 
and scoring with a typically elegant 
finish from just outside the penalty 
area. 

Messi’s second goal originated from 
his right foot, though he looked as sur¬ 
prised as anyone when De Gea let it 
beat him, and that could conceivably 
have wrapped up a nine-minute hat- 
trick were it not for the VAR officials 
deciding, at 0 - 0 , that the German 
referee, Felix Brych, was mistaken to 
award a penalty for Fred’s challenge 
on Rakitic. 

At that stage United’s supporters in 
the most vertiginous tiers of this cav¬ 
ernous old bowl might actually have 
felt encouraged by the brisk way their 
team had set off. That was the huge 
frustration for Solskjaer: early on, his 
team looked full of confidence. Jesse 
Lingard, in particular, was finding 
space in a central role, running from 
deep, in between Marcus Rashford 
and Anthony Martial. Scott McTomi- 
nay, Fred and Paul Pogba were quick 
to support the front three and Rash- 
ford had a glorious chance inside the 
opening minute to give the away side 
a dream start. No Barga player had 
even touched the ball at that point. 
But Rashford’s shot skimmed the 
crossbar and, given what was to follow, 
that should serve as a reminder that 
these are the kind of chances, when 
the stakes are so high, that have to be 
taken. 

As it was, the second half for United 
was little more than an exercise in 
damage limitation. All their early 
adventure had been punctured. They 
rarely emerged as an attacking force 
again and were in danger of it becom¬ 
ing a rout when Coutinho’s diagonal 
shot flew over De Gea for the third goal. 


Barcelona 

4-3-3 

TerStegen; Roberto 
(Semedo 71), Pique, 
Lenglet, Alba; Rakitic, 
Busquets, Arthur 
(Vidal 75); Messi, 
Suarez*, Coutinho 
(Dembele81) 

Subs not used 
Cillessen, Malcom, 
Umtiti, Alena 


Manchester United 
4-3-3 

DeGea; Jones, Lindelof, 
Smalling, Young; 
McTominay, Fred, Pogba; 
Rashford (Lukaku 73), 
Lingard (Sanchez 80), 
Martial (Dalot 65) 

Subs not used 
Romero, Mata, Pereira, 
Matic 


Referee Felix Brych (Ger) Attendance 96,708 



Analysis 

Barney Ronay Camp Nou 


Smalling and Jones caught in 
headlights and providing pointers 
to where rebuilding must begin 


O n the stroke of half¬ 
time at the Camp 
Nou, Lionel Messi 
did something fairly 
awful, but also quite 
funny to Phil Jones. 
Messi had spent the previous 45 
minutes picking up the ball in half¬ 
spaces and running in a series of 
vengeful repetitions at Jones and 
Chris Smalling. Which is pretty 
much the one thing, above all other 
things, Jones and Smalling don’t 
want to happen to them. 

Messi took the ball again just 
past the centre circle, saw space 
ahead of him, saw - even more 
crucially - Jones ahead of him. As 
Jones veered back into his path 
there was a nutmeg so gentle it was 
almost loving. 

The Camp Nou let out a wild, 
spontaneous roar. Jones surged 
back gamely, arms pumping, and 
watched as Messi jinked the other 
way, teasing him the way you might 
tease a fond, lovable old family dog 
with a paper cone on its head and 
one good eye. 

Messi’s shot hit David de Gea 
in the chest and squirted away to 
safety. Moments later the half-time 
whistle blew. United were 2-0 down 
on the night, 3-0 down overall, and 
already looking like a team that 
had, for now, reached the end of 
something. And: fade to pink. On 
a noisy, breezy night, Manchester 
United’s Champions League 
campaign, and indeed the opening 
act of the Ole Gunnar Solskjaer years, 
came to a slightly brutal end. 

It is probably for the best. The 
goodwill, the fun, the human 
qualities of United under Solskjaer 
- the simple fact of not being 
Jose the destroyer - have given 
United’s fans warm memories to 


take from this season. But reality 
bites in the end. Even in their 
winning run United under Ole felt 
at times like a feat of unnatural 
buoyancy, like some fun, colourful 
flying machine made from nailed- 
together planks and bits of old 
bicycle, out there surfing the warm 
currents above the ravine. 

That feeling of energy, the 
occasional winning tactical tweak 

- there is no reason he can’t do all 
this again. But one thing is certain: 
the structure beneath needs a 
proper working over. If any one 
thing tells you that it is surely the 
image here of Smalling and Jones 
caught in the pure white glare of 
Messi’s brilliance, all that manful, 
well-meaning make-do-and-mend 
flushed out into the light. 

Smalling and Jones, Jones and 
Smalling. As a defensive partnership 
there have been good times down 
the years. There was a spell under 
Mourinho. Or was it Van Gaal. 

Or was it Moyes? Or Giggs? Or 
Solskjaer? There is a blurring effect 
to the constant presence through 
the recent fretful years. Still, it has 
become a kind of modern-classic, 
a baleful, often quite fun double¬ 
hander of the post-Fergie years. 

Jones is a strange player, an 
heirloom handed down from 
manager to manager like a 
rickety Victorian wardrobe you 
can never quite bring yourself to get 
rid of. He can look imposing, assured, 
powerful, giddy, out of control, 
baffled, euphoric, gripped with panic 

- sometimes all at the same time. 

Here he took to the field already 
decked out in a white bandage 
headband, preserve of the heroic 
rearguard. Alongside him United 
fielded a team of mix and match 
defensive parts from the start. 


Smalling was back, a gangling, 
likable figure who nonetheless 
sometimes seems to be playing 
with three legs, all of them made 
of wood. Four members of the 
back five were brought to the club 
by Sir Alex Ferguson, who has, 
lest we forget, and for all the fond 
nods and sighs, been gone quite a 
long time now. 

The Camp Nou is a big pitch, but 
it always seems bigger, a horrible 
place to park a jerry-built defence. 
But United did start with some 
brio. Jesse Lingard foraged to good 
effect as the central attacker. Jones 
looked pumped up and hugely 
focused. With 14 minutes gone 
he produced a wonderful flying 
headed clearance. Was it on? Could 
this be Jones’s time? Apparently 
not. A minute later Ashley Young 
gave the ball away to Messi in the 
inside-right position - arguably the 
single worst thing any footballer 
can do. From there Messi did 
something terrible to Fred, jinking 
him out of his path, then curled the 
most wonderfully soft, elegant little 
left-foot shot into the corner. 

F our minutes later it 
was two. This time 
Jones found himself 
facing Messi on the 
edge of his own area. 

He forced him the 
right way, on to his weaker foot. 
This was good defending, the 
thing you visualise doing in those 
moments. Sadly, though, United 
had the Spanish model De Gea in 
goal. He crumpled horribly over 
Messi’s soft shot and watched it 
trickle into the goal. 

United were done, paddling 
for the end with 70 minutes still 
to play. But Solskjaer will surely 
take something from this; at the 
very least a lesson in what needs 
to be done. Time for a reboot, but 
a proper one this time, a chucking 
out of the chintz. No doubt the 
manager can see this, as can 
United’s fans. The question is 
whether anyone above him in that 
grand leadership vacuum cares to 
do anything about it. 

◄ Marcus 
Rashford struck 
the bar during 
a lively opening 
for United 
before the home 
side took the 
initiative 

CHRIS BRUNSKILL/ 
FANTASISTA/GETTY 

































Barcelona 

#) 

Manchester 

United 

3 

0 

Messi 16 20, 


Coutinho 61 



On their knees 

Magical Messi and De Gea's 
blunder leave United humbled 


Barcelona win 4-0 on agg 


A Lionel Messi 
wheels away to 
celebrate after 
David de Gea’s 
mistake helped 
Barga reach the 
semi-finals of 
the Champions 
League 

PHOTOGRAPH: 
SERGIO PEREZ/ 
REUTERS 


It would be incredible' 

Conor Murray on why 
Munster can save his season 

Page 50 -> 


Hitting the target 

Archer to be named in 
provisional England squad 

Page 52 -> 


De Ligt for Ajax 
Teenage captain leads Dutch 
side to last four as Ronaldo 
and Juventus crash out 

Match report: Stuart James Page 56 A 
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